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ANSWER TO A PAPER, 

CALLED, 

A MEMORIAL* OP THE POOR INHABITANTS, 

TRADESMEN, AND LABOURERS O^* 

THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 



SIR, DuhUn, March 25, 1 728. 

1 RECEIVED a paper from you, whoevei^ you are, 
printed irithout any name of author or printer; and eent^ 
I suppose, to me among others without any particular 
disliuction. It contains a complaint of the deamess of 
com ; and some schemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of. 

But pray i)erroit me, before I go farther^ to give you a 
short history of the steps by which we arrived at this 
hopeful situatioD. 

It. was indeed the shameful practice of too many Irisli 
Airmen, to wear out their ground with ploughing; while, 
cither through poverty, laziness, or ignorance, they 
neither took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave 
time to any part of the land to recover itself; and when 
theh* leases were near expiring, being assured that their 
landlords would not renew, they ploughed even the 
meadows, and made such havoc, that many landlords 
were considerable sufferers by it. 

This gave birth to that abominable race of graziers, 
who^ upoD expiration of the farmers' leases, were ready 

. • Tli^ vusaorial was wnttea hy Sir John Browne^ !^. 
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to en^ogs great quantities of land ; and the gentlenreft 
having been befora often ill paid, and their land worn 
out of heart, were too easily tempted, irhen a rich gra- 
zier made an offer to take all thehr land, and give thenr 
accuritj for payment. Thus, a vast tract of land, where 
twenty or thirty farmers lived, together with their cot- 
tagers and labourers in their several cabins, became all 
desolate, and easily managed by one or two herdsmen 
and their boys ; whereby the master grazier, with little 
trouble, seized to himself the livelihood of a hundred 
people. 

It must be confessed, that the farmers were justly pun* 
ished for their knaver}% brutality, and folly. But 
neither are the squires and landlords to be excused; for 
to them is owing the depopulating of the country, the 
vast number of beggars, and the ruin of those few sorry 
improvements we had. 

That farmers should be limited in ploughing, is very 
reasonable, and practised in England ; and might have 
easily been done here by penal clauses in their leases : 
but to deprive them in a manner altogether from tiltiag 
their lands, was a most stupid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to . plough a certaia 
quantity of laad, with a penalty of ten pounds .an acre 
for whatever they exceeded, and farther limited for the 
three or foi^r last years of their leaies, ail this evil had 
been prevented; the nation would have saved a miUioQ 
of money ; and been more populous by above two huo- 
dred thousand souls. 

For a people, denied the benef t of trade, to manage 
their lands in such a manner as to produce nothing but 
what they are forbidden to trade with, or only such 
tbiugs, as they can neither export, nor maoufacture^o 
advantage, is an absurdity that a wild Indian vould be 
ashamed of ; especially, when we add, that i»e ar€ cour- 
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teot ta parcbase this lu^fiil oommeice, by sendiiig t« 
fweigja markets for our daily bread. 
' The grazier^s efflpk^ment is to feed p«at' flodis of 
i^ep, or black cattle, or botli. With regard to dieep^ 
as folly 18 usually accompanied with perverseness, so it 
is here. There is something so roonstrous to deal io a 
commodily (ftotlier than for oar •wu use) which we are 
not allowed to expwt roaouAictured, nor ei^eo uuinanu- 
iiaeturedi but to ooe ceilaiii country, bM only to same 
few ports in tliat country ; there is, I say, something so 
sottish, that it wants a name in our language to express 
it by : and the good of it is, that the more sheep we have, 
(he fewer human creatures are left to wear the wool, or 
eat the flesh. Ajax was mad, when he mistook a flock 
of sbe^ fer bis tvemies : but we ^all ne?er be sober 
until we hare the same way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's business is, what we 
eaJI black cattle^ producijig hides, tallow, and beef for 
exportatieo : all which are good and useftil commoditiia, 
if rightly managed. But it seems, tbe greatest part of 
the liidea areaent out raw, for want of bark to tan them i 
and that wanlwill daily grow stronger ; for, I doubt, ther 
iiesr .project of tanning wkhout it is at an end. Our 
beef, I am afraid, still continues scandalous in foreign 
nmrketa for the old reasons. But our tallow, for any 
tlnng I know, may be good. However, to bestow the 
wiiele kingdom on bed and mtttlon, and thereby djiive 
tml half the people, who ^ould eat their share, and focce 
the rest to send sometimes as far as Egypt for bread to 
^t.witb it, is a moat pecoliar and distinguished piece o( 
puUie econofuy, of which I have no comtMrehension. 

I kaow very well tlmt our ancestors, tjie Stythians, 
and their posterity, our kkismen, the Tartai^ lived upon 
tbe Mood» and nalk, and raw flesh of their cattle, wiUk 
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fliit one gi^ia of c<ttii; but I coafeM ffiysdf so degeiMW 
rale, that I am not emj vfithmi bread to mj yictuab- 

Whatajiiaaied me for a week or two^ was to tee, in this 
prodifiQiid fdeoty of £attl% and dearth of IntmaD cre^- 
tttves, aiai waut of bread, as well as money to buj it, thi^ 
all kind of Oesb meat ^ould be monstronsly deur, h^ 
yofid w^t was ever known in this kingdom, I thougbi 
It a defect in the law8» that there was not some reguU* 
timi in the pri^ of Cesh, as.iieU as bread: but I ima« 
fine myself to have jessed out the xeasoo : in shart, I 
am apt to think* that the whole kingdc«(i is ovarstoeked 
with cattle, both black and white : and as it is diisenred* 
ibat the poor Irish have a vanity to^ be rather owners of 
two lean cows, than one fat, although with double the 
ehai^ of gra^Qg, aad but half the quantity of mUk; s^ 
I conceive it much more diifieolt at pieseut, to find a fiu 
faull£ck or weth^, than it would be if half of them wjere 
^eJ^ly knocked on the bead : for I am assured, tl^ th9 
<istitct in the several mark^ called carrioa row, is aa 
teasaaable as the poor can dmaare; oeij the ek^cuoh 
ttances of money to purohaae it, and of tradi^ or labow^ 
iQ pmdiase that money, are indeed wholly warning. 

Now, «£, to relum moiFe particularly to you, ittid yout 
memoi^aL 

A hundred thousand barrdb of wheat, you say, shooM 
|»e imported hither; and ten thousand pounda prenuum 
to the nnporters. Have you looked ioto th» puise of 
thenation? I amnocommksioQer of tbetreasury; bul 
am well assured, Uiat the whole ruaoiog eaih would ool 
iuppiy you wiA a sun t0 puiehne so much com, whieb 
only, at twea^ shitthifB a hcorsel, wHl fae a fauwkod. 
yieasand pounds: and ten tbouBaiid more hr the pve- 
mhim. But you will traffic far your com wilh other 
goods: and whcace are those goods ? if you had thoMy 
they are dl engagod to pay the reots of obmitees, and 
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tills jesr Bgahttt m. Wiil^orttsignefstake-mDria&kefg' 
paper? I flupfioBe tbey vilt irahtc itr at HUle meiie too 

00 tmidi a quke. Where are^eae liefa fennen aiid^€f> 
gronerB of com, hi so bad a year, and sa Iktk aewiog ? 

You are in paio'for twosMKogs preanmii, -aEid iotgei 
Ifae twenty ahiiHegs for the price ; €iid me out Che latter, 
mid I will engage lor the fomrer. 

Your scheme for a tax. far raising such a sum is aH 
visiooary, and owh^ to a great want of kdoiwledge in 
tile niiserabie state <^ this nation. Tea^ cofibe, 0igM^ 
spieea, wine, and foreign cloths, ace the particatars yon 
tnentlan, upon which this tax diould be raised. I w^ 
Mow the two first; because they are unwMesoaK; and 
the last; bccanselsboaldbegladif they were atthum- 
«d~; but I beg you wUl leave uis oiir wine to make usi a 
wMs forget oar miseiy; or g^ye your tenants leAye to 
pkmgfa for barley. But I will tell you a secvet^ wbidi 

1 ksmed arany ye»v ago fironi the'eomtnissiontts of. the 
^MtofiHiiisLogdan; tiiey said, when My coamtodlty a|h 
fmoed to be talced abeve a im i ifti a te rate, • the coiwe *' 
i|aeBoe vas, to fessen that btraneh of the revenue by .one 
Mf; and ose of those gentkaneiipleaflaatly told nie^that 
the mistake of patliaments, «k sm^ occasions, was. 
tfwiof to an enw of -computhig twa and two t9 make 
Itrnt; iriiereasliithebttsiBcaiof kyiof inpoi^iaiis, two 
and two iioirer andewMtc thaa one; wblcfa happeds by 
lessening the hnport, and the strong ten^tation of mii- 
wIpgsMeh foods as paid h^^aties^at least In this kiag* 
dMM. AltlMiiq|htiietfiMiiiaD«ia[(tfi«sfia4md€D^^ 

aa thehr knrers or their }msbaad»«aM d^sewre ; aad4he' 
nen are iinad enough of wtaef yvtthemiaiberof bolhy' 
wto^ean a fl b m l i a uoh Mftieflies, Is so sohiM, that the mafet 
pm mm teiMe gr fc t l fyli^ ttleiMehass, and the dutias 
win radia».te lesseaed than Inoreaisd^ But. ailawisig 
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Bb force i& Mb aif^umeiit ; ^ret so ^termUitailii sum/ 
as one hoBdred and toi tfaousand pounds, raised ail'bd 
a suddeo (%r there is no daltjiag wkh hunger) is jusi 
'm proportion with raising a ni^on and a half in £og<^ 
land; vhich^ bb things now stand, woidd probablf brit^ 
that opulent kii^dom^undar some difficulties. 

Y<iu are concerned how strange and surprk^ it 
would be in foreign parts to hear that the poor were 
starring iu a rich conntry^ Sue Are jrou in earnest ? 
b Ireland the rich country you mean ? or are you iu- 
sultiog our poverty ? were you ever out of Ireiaod ? 
or were you ever in it till of late ? You may probably 
have, a good employment, and are saving all you can to 
purchase a good estate in England. But by tsdking so^ 
famillairly of one hundred and ten Uiousaad pounds, by- 
ar tax upon a few commodities, it is plain, you are either 
naturally or affectedly ignorant of oiir present condition v 
or else you would know and allow, that eiieh a sum ia 
not to be raised here, without a general excise; since 
ia proportion to our wealth, we pay already in taxes 
OMPe Chan England ever did, iu the height of war.-. 
And when you have bvougfat over your com, who will 
be the buyers? most certakiiy not the poor, who.wUl 
not be able to pur<^ase the tweatieth partW it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very erude^ 
piece, liable to more ofagectioBS than tbem am linesi- 
but, I think, your meajdng Is good, aad so for you are; 
pardonable. 

If you wiM propose a general contiibtttkNi ibr sup- 
portiog the poor ia potatoes and bstterm^ till the new. 
corn comes in, peribips yiva may siKoeed better ? be*, 
came the tkiog at ieast is peanUe ; aad I tUdk if ourt 
brethren in Baglattd would contribute upoo tli]a^em«r>' 
geacy, out of the afflkm tbey gain from us eveiy year^« 
tlygy would do a piecaof juatioe asweU as rhaiHy* In 
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die m^Qtfahe, go and pretdi to yoor own tenasts, 4o 
iM to tbe iriougfa as fast as tfaej can; and prerail witb 
jour aeig^boiinag squves, to do the same with thdrsf 
4ir eke <Me widi the guilt of having driveu awaj half 
the inliabitants, and starviDg the rest. For as to your 
scheme of raisiiig one hundred and ten thousand pounds, 
It is as vain as that of Rabelais; whidi was to squeeze 
out w/nd from the posteriors of a dead ass. 

But, whj all this concern for the poor? We want 
them not as the country is now managed; they may fcir 
low tbotsands of tlidr leaders, and seek their bread 
sdbroad. Where the plough has no work, one family" 
can do the bmdness of fifty, and you may send away 
the other forty-nine. An admirable piece of husband- 
ry/ never known or practised by the wisest nations, 
vHo etfoneously thought people to be the rkhes of a 
oottntry ! 

If so wretched a state of things would allow it, mcr 
dikiks I could have a malidons pleasure, after all the 
warning I have in vain given the public, at my own 
peril, for several years past, to see the consequences 
and events answering in every particular. I pretend to 
no sagacity: wiiat I writ was little more than what I 
had discoursed to several persons, who were generall]^ 
of my opinion : and it was obvious to every common 
aaderstandiny, ^atsudi effiscts must needs fdlow from 
such causes. A friir issue of things begun upon party 
rage, while some sacrificed the public to fiuy, andothesf 
ta ambitfoo : whHe a spirit of friction and oppressien 
vdgoed In every part of the country, wheve gentlemen, 
ioitead of consulting the ease of their tenants, or culti- 
vating thefar lands, were worrying one another, upon 
polots of whig and tory, of high ehurdi and low chiuch; 
wUeb DO moie concerned them dian the loqg and 
fanoaa . ocotoveoy of strops for rfoon : while«giicub 
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tiire was wholly discouraged, and cdnseqliendj^ hmlf f&e 
farmers and labourers, aird poorer tradesmeo, forced t^ 
beggafj or banishment. " Wisdom crieth in the streets ; 
l>ccause I have called on you ; I have stretched oat toy 
band, and no man regarded. But ye have! set at nought 
|3! my counsels, and would none of my reproof. I also 
wilt laugh at your calamity, and nM)ck when your fesar 
Cometh." 

I have now done with your memorial, and freely 
excuse your mistakes, since you appear to write as a 
^ranger^ and as of a country which is left at liberty to 
enjoy the benelits of nature, and to make the best of 
tho^e advantages which God has given it, in soil, dl* 
mate, and situation. 

But having lately sent out a paper, eathled, A Short 
Tiew of the State of Ireland ; and hearing of an obje«> 
tion, that some people think I have ti*eated the memo* 
ry of the late lord chief justice WMtsbed with an ap- 
pearance of severity : since I may not probaMy htve 
another opportunity of explaining myself in thai parll- 
calar, I choose to do it here r layhig it therefore down 
for a portulatum, which I suppose will be universally 
granted, that no little creature of so meait a birth and 
genius, had ev^r the hoBoar td be m gresAer enemy t# 
his country, and to all kincb ef vlitae than H£, I an- 
swer thus; whether there be two dliierent god^saea 
called Fame, as some authors contend, or only one god» 
dess sounding two didRerent trampetfl, it is certain, that 
people dUtir^isbed for tlieir vHlany, have as good a 
title to a bhnt front ^ proper tnnnpet, 8» those wiM 
are mo^t renowned for tiielr virtues, tove from tbe 
other; and have eqaal reason |o conqjMn if it be re^ 
fused diem. And accordingly the names of the most 
Celebrated profiles Ii8tv« been fidtkfMly tnasmlHed 
down to posterity. And afifaevigb' tbe p«Mii faeve ntfv 
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dtatood, acted his part in liQ obscure ^roer of tlieworl^ 
yet his taleots might have shone with lustre enough, i» 
the noblest scene. 

As to my nannng a person dead, the plain honest 
reason is the best He was armed with power and will 
to do mischief even where be was not provoked $ ais^ 
appeared bj his prosecuting two piinters,^ one to death, 
and both to ruin, who had neither oflfended God, nor 
the Jung, nor him, nor the public. 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? If an ill 
man be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him ; 
and if he be weary of the world, or of his own villanies, 
be has nothing to do but <fie, and then his reputation is 
safe. For, these excellent casuists know just Latia 
eootigfa to have heard a most foolish precept, that de 
nuniuis nil nisi bonum ; so that if Socrates, and Anytus 
|ib accuser, had happened to die together, the charity of 
mirvivors must either have obliged them to Jiold their 
peace, or to fix the same character on both. The only 
enmt of charging the dead is, when the least doubt re- 
mains whether the accusation be true ; but when men 
are openly abandoned, and lost to all shame, they have 
no reason to think it hai-d, if their memory be reproached. 
Whoever reports, or otherwise publishes, any thing 
which it is possible may be false, that man is a slan- 
derer ; hie mger est, kunc tu^ Ramane, caveto. £ven 
the least misrepresentation, or aggravation of facts, de- 
serves the same censure in some degree : but in this 
case I am quite deceived, if my error has not been on 
the side of extenuation. 

I have now present before me the idea of some per- 
sons (I know not in what part of the world) who spend 
every moment of their lives, and every turn of their 

* Edward Waters and John Hardiog. F. 



112 AN ANSWER, &e. 

thou^ts while they are awake (aod prdiiably of their- 
dreams while they sleep) in the most detestable actioos; 
aod designs ; who delight in mischief, scandal, and ob* 
loquy, with the hatred and contempt of all mankind 
against them; but chiefly of tliose among their own 
pai'ty, and their own family ; such, whose odious quali- 
ties rival eacli other for perfection ; avarice, brutality, 
faction, pride, malice, treachery, noise, impudence, dul- 
ness, ignorance, vanity, and revenge, contending every 
momeot for superiority in their breasts. Such creatures 
are not to be reformed ; neither is it prudent or safe to. 
attempt a reformation. Yet, although their memoriea 
will rot, there may be some benefit for tlieir survivon^. 
to smell it while it ia rotting. I am, Sir, 

Your bumble servant, «, 

A. B, 
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CONTROLLED IN IRELAND* 



f H£ TRUTH OF MAXIMS IN STATE AND GOVERNMSNT, 
EXAMINED -WITH REFERENCE TO IRELAND. 

WRITTSN IN 1724, 



There are certain maxims of state, founded upoft 
long observatioQ and experience, drawn from the con*' 
stant practice of the wisest nations, and from the verj 
principles of government, nor even controlled by any 
writer upon politics. Yet all these maxims do necessa- 
rily presuppose a kingdom, or commonwealth, to have 
the same natural rights common to the rest of mankind, 
who have entered into civil society : for, if we could 
conceive a nation where each of the inhabitants had but 
one eye, one leg, and one hand, it is plain, before you 
could institute them into a republic, that an allowance 
must be made for those material defects, wherein they 
differed from other mortals. Or imagine a legislature 
forming a system for the government of Bedlam, and 
proceeding upon the maxim that man is a sociable ani- 
mal, should draw them out of their cells and form them 
iuto corporations or general assemblies ; the consequence 

* See |in the fourteenth rolumc an Essay on the Absurdities ia 

\ 
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might probably be, that Uiej irould fall foul on each 
other, or burn the house over their own heads. 

Of the like nature, are innumerable erroYs comn^itted 
bj crude and short thinkers, who reason upou general 
topics, without the least allowance for the most import*' 
ant circumstances, which qitite alter ilie nature of the 
case. 

This has been the fate of those small dealers, who ai-e 
every day publishing their thoughts, either on paper or 
in their assemblies, for improving the trade of Ireland, 
and referring us to the practice and example of £ngland| 
Holland, France, or other nations. 

I shall therefore examine certain maxims of govern- 
ment, which generally pass for Uncontrolled in the world, 
and consider how far they will siut with the present con- 
dition of this kingdom. 

First, it is aflSrmed by wise men, that the dearness of 
things necessary for life, in a fruitful country, is a ^r- 
tain sign of wealth, and great commerce ; for, when sucb 
necessaries are dear, it must absolutely follow that niouey 
i§ cheap and plentiful. 

But this is manifestly false in Ireland, for the follow-' 
Jbg reason. Some years ago, the species of mon y here, 
did probably amount to six or seven hundred thousand 
pounds ; and I have good cause to believe, that our re- 
mittances then, did not much exceed the cash brought 
ih to us. But, by the prodigious discouragements we 
have since received in every branch of our trade, by the 
frequent enforcements and rigorous execution of the na- 
vigation act, the tyranny of under custom-house officers, 
the yearly addition of absentees, the payments to regi- 
ments abroad, to civil and military officei's residing in 
England, the unexpected sudden demands of great sums 
from the treasury, and some other drains of perhaps as 
grecit consequence,, we now gee ourselves reduced to a 
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sUt6 (aace we bave do frieods) of being pitied by our 
eoeinies ; at least if our enemies vere of such a kind, z$ 
to be capable of any regards towanl us, except of hatred 
and cooteinpU 

Forty years are now passed since the revolution, 
ivfaen the contention of the British empire was most un* 
fortunately for us, and altogether against tlie usual course 
of such mighty changes in government, decided in the 
least important nation ; but with such ravages and ruin 
executed on both sides, as to leave the kingdom a dc« 
sert, which in some sort it still coDticues. Neither did 
the long rebellions in 1641, make half such a destruction 
of bouses, plantations^ and personal wealth, in both king- 
doms, as two years campaigns did in ours, by fighting 
£p^aod's battles. 

. By slow degrees^ as by tiie gentle treatment we re- 
ceived under two auspicious reigns, we grew able to 
live without running in debt Our absentees were but 
few : we had great indulgence in trade, and a considera- 
ble share in employments of church and state ; and 
-Rrfaile the short leases continued, which were let some 
years after the war ended, tenants paid their rents with 
ease and cheerfulness, to the great regret of their land- 
knrds, who bad taken up a spirit of opposition that is not 
easily removed. And although, in these short leases, 
the rent was gradually to increase after short periods ; 
yet as soon as the terms elapsed, the land was let to the 
highest bidder, most commonly without the least effectu- 
al clause for building or planting. Yet, by many ad- 
vantages, which this island then possessed, and has since 
Utterly lost, the rents of lands still grew higher upon 
eyery lease that expired, till tliey have anived at the 
present exorbitaticef^when the frog overswellin^ himself 
bttiBt at last* ... 
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• 

With the price of land, of oecessitj rose that of com 
and cattle, aDd all other commodities that farmers deal 
lo : hence likewise^ obviously, the rates of all goods and 
manufactures among shopkeepers, the wages of servants, 
and hire of labourers. But although our miseries came 
on fast, with neither trade nor money left ; jet neither 
will the landlord abate in his rent, nor can the tenant 
abate in the price of what that rent must be paid with, 
nor any shopkeeper, tradesman, or labourer live, at 
lower expense for food and cloathing, than he did be* 
fore. 

' I have been the larger upon this first liead, because 
the same observations will clear tip and strengthen a 
good deal of what I shall afidrm upon the rest. 

The second maxim of those M'ho reason upon trade 
and government, is, to assert that low interest, is a cer- 
tain sign of great plenty of money in a nation, for which, 
as in many otlier articles, they produce the examples of 
Holland and England. But, with relation to Ireland, 
this maxim is likewise entirely false. 

There are two reasons for the lowness of interest in 
any country. First, that which is usually alleged, the 
great plenty of species ; and this is obvious. The second, 
is want of trade, which seldom falls under common ob« 
servation, ahhough it be equally true : for, whei-e trade 
is altogether discouraged, thei-e are few borrowers. In 
those countries where men can employ a large stock, the 
young merchant whose fortune may be four or five hun- 
dred pounds, will venture to borrow as rliuch more, and 
can afford a reasonable interest. Neither is it easy at 
this day, to find many of those, whose business reaches 
to employ even so inconsiderable a sum, except among 
the importers of wine, who, as they have most part of the 
present trade in these parts of Ireland in their hands, so 
they are ihe most exorbitant, exacting, fraudulent deal- 
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ttBy that ever traffieked in any nation, and are nn^ng 
^ILposfioble speed to ruia both themselves a&d the na- 
tion. 

From this defect of gentlemen^s not knowing how to 
dispose of their ready money, arises the high purchase 
of lands, which in all other countries is reckoned a sign 
of wealth. For, the frugal squires, who live below their 
incomes, have no other way to dispose of their savinp 
but by mortgage or purchase, by which the rates of land 
must naturally increase ; aud if this trade continues long, 
cmder the uncertainty of rents, the landed men of ready 
money ^ill find it more for their advantage to send their 
eash to Elngland, and pla^e it in the funds ; which I my- 
self am determined to do, the first considerable sum I 
shall be master of. 

It has likewise been a maxim among politician^ 
^' That the great increase of buildings in the metropolui^ 
aigues a flourishing state."' But this, I confess, has 
been controlled from the example of London ; when by 
the long and annual parliamentary session, such a num- 
ber of senators, with their families, friends, adherently 
and expectants, draw such prodigious numbers to that 
eity, that the old hospitable custom of lords and gentle- 
men living in their ancient seats among their tenants, is 
almost lost in England ; is laughed out of doors ; inso- 
much that in the middle of summer, a legal house of lordti 
and commons might be brought in a few hours to Londoi^ 
from their country villas within twelve miles round. 

The case in Ireland is yet somewhat worse : for the 
absentees of great estates, who, if they lived at liom^ 
would have many rich retainers in their neighbourhood^ 
have learned to rack (heir lands, and shorten their leasee 
•8 much as any residing squire; and the few remain- 
ing of those latter,' havmg some vain hope of employ- 
ments for themselves, or their cliildren, and discouraged 

TOL. XIII. B 
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by the beggarHness and thievery of their owd miserable 
farmers and cottagers, or sauced by the vanity of their 
wives, on pretence of their children's education, (where- 
of the fruits are so apparent) together with that most 
wonderful, and yet more unaccountable zeal, for a seat 
in their assembly, though at some years purchase of 
^their whole estates : these, and some other motives, have 
drawn such a concourse to this beggarly city, that tlie 
dealers of the several branches of building, have found 
out all the commodious and inviting places for erecting 
new houses; while fifteen hundred of the old ones, 
which is a seventh part of the whole city, are said to be 
left uninhabited, and falling to ruin. Their method is 
the same with that which was first introduced by Dr. 
Barebone at London, who died a bankrupt The ma- 
son, the bricklayer, the carpenter, the slater, and the 
glazier, take a lot of gi'ound, club to build one or more 
houses, unite their credit, (heir stock, and their money ; 
and when their work is finished, sell it to the best ad- 
vantage they can. But, as it often happens^ and noore 
every day, that their fund will not answer half their de- 
sign, ihey are forced to undersell it at the first story, 
aud are all reduced to beggary. Insomuch that I know a 
certain fanatic brewer, who is reported to have some 
hundreds of houses in this town, is said to have purchas- 
ed the greatest part of them at half value from ruiued 
undertakers ; has intelligence of all new houses where 
the finishing is at a stand, takes advantage of the build- 
er^s distress, and by the advantage of ready money, gets 
fifty /MT cent* at least for his bargain. 

It is another undbputed maxim in government, ^ That 
people are the riches of a nation ;'' which is so univer- 
sally granted, that it will be hardly pardonable to bring 
it into doubt. And I will grant it to be so far true, even 
in this island, that if we had the African custom or pti- 
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Y^ege of Belting our useless bodies (or slares to (breign- 
er% U would be the most useful braoch of our trade, by 
iriddiog us of a most.unsupportable burden, and bring- 
log us monej in tbe stead. But, in our present situa- 
tiooy^ at least five children in six who are born, Ue a dead 
weight upon us, for want of employment. And a very 
i^uUiil computer assured me, that above one half of the 
souls in this kingdom, supported themselves by begging 
and thievery ; .two thirds whereof would be able to get 
their bread in any other country upon earth. Trade is 
the only indtement to labour ; where that fails, the poor- 
er native must either beg, steal, or starve, or be forced 
tot|uit his country. This has made me often wish, for 
some years past, that instead of discouraging our people 
from seeking foreign soil, the public would rather pay 
for transporting all our unnecessary mortals, whether pa- 
pists or protestants, to America ; as drawbacks are some- 
times allowed for exporting commodities, where a na- 
tion is overstocked. T confess myself to be touched with 
a very sensible pleasure, when I hear of ^ mortality in 
any country parish or village, where the wretches are 
forced to pay for a filthy cabin, and two ridges of pota- 
toes, treble the worUi ; brought up to steal or beg, for 
want of work; to whom death would be the best 
thing to be wished for, on account both of themselves 
and the public. 

Among all taxes imposed by the legislature, those up- 
on luxury are universally allowed to be the most equita- 
ble, and ben^dal to the subject ; and the commonest 
reasoner on government, might fill a volume with ail- 
ments on ^ subject. Yet here again, by the singular 
fate of Ireland, this maxim is utterly false ; and the put- 
ting of it in practice may have such a pernicious conse- 
quence, as, I certainly believe, the thoughts of Ihe pro 
posers were not able to reach. 
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The miseries we suflfer by our absentees are of a far 
more extensive nature than seems to be eommoDlj an- 
derstood. I must vindicate mjself to the reader so ftor, 
^ to declare solemnly, that what I shall say of those 
lords and squires, does not arise from the least regard I 
have for their understandings, their virtues, or their 
persons : for, although I have not the honour of the least 
Acquaintance with any one among them, (my ambition 
not soaring so high) yet I am too good a witness of the 
situation they have been in for thirty years past ; the 
veneration pafd them by the people, the hig^ esteem 
they are in among the prime nobility and gentry, the 
particular marks of favour and distinction they receive 
from the court ; the weight and con^quence of their in- 
terest, added to their great zeal and application for pre< 
Tenting any hardships their country might suffer from 
England, wisely considering that thdr otrn fortunes and 
honours were embarked in the same bottom* 
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AKJ) A NEW ONE PROPOSED. 

IH A lilfVIK TO DR. OBLAmr, 1 720. 



SIR, 

To0 derire to know my ^tghnoa conceniing Mr* 
M'Culla's proj^tt of clrcnlatiiig notes, stamped on oop«> 
per^ t|lat shal] pass for the value of hallpence and pence. 
I have BOioe knowledge of the man : 4od, about a month 
ago^ he brought me his book, with a couple of bis half- 
penny notes : but I was then out of order» and he could 
not be admitted. Since that time, I called at his liouse, 
where I discourBed the whole affair with him as tho- 
roughly as I could. I am altogether a stranger to his 
character. He talked to me in the usual style, with a 
great profesrion of zeal for the public good ; which is the 
common cant of all projectors in their bills, from a first 
ndnister of state down to a comcutter. But I stopped 
hm ahatty as I would have done a better man ; because 
it is too gross a practice to pass at any time, and espe« 
ci^y in tUs age, where we all know one another so well. 
Yet, whoever proposes any scheme, which may prove to 
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be a public benefit, I shall not quarrel if it prove likc- 
if ise very beneficial to himself. It is certmo, that, next 
to the want of silver, our greatest distress in point <^coin 
is the want of small* change, vhich may be some poor 
relief for the defect of the former, since the crown will 
not please to take that work upon them here, as they do 
in England. One thing in M'Culla's book is certainly 
right, that no law hinders mc from giving a payable note 
upon leather, wood, copper, brass, iron, or any other ma- 
terial (except gold or silver) as well as upon paper. The 
question is, whether I can sue him on a copper bond, 
where there is neither hand nor seal, nor witnesses to 
prove it. To supply this, he has proposed, that the ma- 
terials upon which this note is written, shall be in some 
degree of value equal to the debt. But that is one pria*' 
cipal matter to be inquired into. His scheme is this : 

He gives you a piece of copper for a halfpenny or 
penny, stamped with a promissory note to pay you twen- 
ty pence for every pound of copper notes, whenever you 
shall rettim them. £%ht-and-forty of these halfpenny 
pieces are to weigh a pound; and he sells you that 
pound, coined and stamped, for two shillings^ by which 
he clearly gains a little more than 16 per eerd. that is to 
»ay, two pence in every sliilling. 

T-his will certainly arise to a great sum, if he should 
circulate as large a quantity of his notes as the kingdom, 
under the great <learth of silver, may very probably re- 
quire : enough indeed to make any Irish tradesman's for^ 
tune ; which, however, I should not repine at in the least, 
if we could be sure of his fair dealing. It was obvious 
for me to raise the common objection, why Mr. M'CuUa 
would not give security to pay the whole sum to any 
man who returned him his copper notes, as my Lord 
Dartmouth and Colonel Moore were, by their patents, 
obliged to do. To which h^ gave me some answeia 
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plausible enough. First, ^ He conceived hk coins were 
much nearer to the intrinsic value, than anj of those coin- 
ed by patents, the bulk and goodness of the metal equalling 
the best English halfpence made by tlie crown : That he 
apprehended the ill will of envious and designing people : 
who, if they found him to have a great vent for his 
notes, since he wanted the protection of a patent, might 
make a run upon him, which he could not be able to sup- 
port : And lastly, that his copper (as is already said) be- 
ing equal in value and bulk to the English halfpence, he 
did not apprehend tliey should ever be returned, unless 
a combination, proceeding from spite and envy, might be 
formed against him.'' 

But there are some points in. his proposal which I can- 
not well answer for ; nor do I know whether he will be 
able to do it himsell The first is, whether the copper 
he gives us will be as good as what the crown provided 
for the English halfpence and. farthings; and, secondly, 
whether he will always continue to give us as good ; and 
thirdly, when he will think fit to stop his hand, and give 
us no more? for I should be as sori7 to be at the mercy 
of Mr. M'CuUa, as of Mr. Wood. 

There is another diiiiculty of the last importance. It 
is known enough that the crown is supposed to be neither 
gainer nOr loser by coinage of any metal ; for they sub- 
tract, or ought to subtract, no more from the intriDsic 
value than what will just pay the charges of the mint; 
and how much that will amount to is the question. By 
what I could gather from Mr. M^Culla, good coppex is 
vrorth fourteen pence per pound. By this computatk>o> 
if he sells his copper notes for two shillings tlie pounds 
and will pay twenty pence back, then the expense of 
coinage foi* one pound of copper must be sixpence, which 
is 3<^ per. cent. The world should be particularly satisfi- 
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ed OD thifi article, before be veiids notes; for tlie dii^ 
couDt of 30 per eeni. ie prodiisrious, and vastly more tbaa^ 
I caD conceive it ou^bt to be. For, if we add to tba^ 
proportion tbe \Qiper cent urbich he avows to keep te 
hiB own profit, there wiii be a discount of about 46|wr 
eent. Or, to reckon, I tliitik, a fairer way ; wh<>^ver buys 
a pound of Mr. M'Culla's coin, at two shillin^a pe» 
poumi, canies home only the real value of foiirteeo 
pence, which is a pound of copper ; and thus he is a loser 
^411. 13d. 4d. per cent But, however, this hi|f;h dia^ 
aouBt of 30 ;^«r«m^. will be no objectioua^inst M'Culla's 
pvoposal; beeausCj if the charge of coining will booestljp 
amount to so much, and we suppose his copper ootes majs 
be returned upon him, he will be the greater sufferer of 
the two : because the bnyei* can lose but fourpeace in a 
pound, and M'CnUa must lose sixpeoce, which was tbe 
charge of the coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are some points which must be 
settled to the general satisfactioR, before we can safoljr 
take Mr. M^Culla's copper notes for value reeeived ; and 
how be will give that satisfoctioQ, is oot within ray know- 
ledge to conjecture. The first point Is^ that we shall be 
always sure of receiving good copper, equal in bulk and 
fineness to the best Enf^ish halfpence. 

The second point is,, to know what allowance he makes 
to himsdf, either out of the weight or mixture of his 
copper, or both, for the charge of coinage. As to the 
weight, the matter is easy l^his own scheme ; for, as I 
ilave said before, he proposes forty-eight to weigh a 
pound, which he gives you fw two shiilings, and receives 
it by the pound at twenty pence : so that, supposi^ pure 
copper to be fourteen pence a pound, he makes you pay 
2(y per cent for the labour of coining, as I have already 
observed, bende IQ per cent, when he sells it. But if 
to this he adds any alloy, to debase the metal, although 
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it i^ not above 10 per ceni. ; dieo Mr. MK^^uUa's pio> 
iDisaorj notes will, to the intriueic value of the metal, be 
above 47 per ^ent. dkcount. 

For, subtracting 10 per cent, off sixty pounds worth of 
QOptper, it will (to avoid fractioos) be aboi|t five and a 
halfjR^ ccMLin the whole 1002* which, added to 

41 13 4 
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That we are under great distress for chaoge; and that 
Mr. M'CttUa's copper notes, on supposiUou of the metal 
being pure, are less liable to objectiop thao the project 
of . Wo9d» niay be granted : but such a discount, wliere 
we are not sure even of our twenty pen<?e a pound, ap- 
pears hitherto a dead weight on his scheme. 

Since I writ this, calling to mind that I bad some cop- 
per halfpence by me, I weighed them with tlio$e of Mr. 
M^CuUa, and observed as follows : 

Fii-st, I weighed Mr. M'CuUa's halfpmny against an 
English one of King Ch^rle& II; which outweighed Mx. 
M^'Culla's a fourth part, or twenty-five per cent. 

I likewise weighed an Irish Patrick and David lialf- 
penny^ which outweighed Mr. M'Culla^s twelve and a 
half per cent. It had a very fair and deep impression, 
and milled very skilfully round. 

I found that even a common hsurp halfpenny, well pre- 
s^ved, weighed equal to Mr. M-CuUa's. And even some 
of Wood's halfpence were near equial in weight io hia. 
Therefore, if it be true, that he does not think Wood's 
co|>per to have been faulty, he may probal^ji' give us no 
better. 

I have laid these loose thoughts togetlier with little 

order, to give you, and others who may read them, an 

opportunity of digesting them better. I am no enemy 

b2 
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to Mr. M'CuUa's project; but I would have it put upon 
a better foot. I owo that this halfpeoDy of King Charles 
II. which I weighed against Mr. M'CuUa's, was of tfae 
fairest kind I bad seen. However, it is plain the crotrn 
could afibrd it without beiog a loser. But it is prelMH 
ble that the officc^rs of the mint were then more honest 
than they, have since thought fit to be; for I confess not 
to have met those of any other jear so weighty, or in 
appearance of so good metal, among all the copper coins 
of the three last reigns ; yet these, however, did much 
outweigh those of Mr. M'Culla ; for I have tried tbe 
experiment on a hundred of them. I have indeed seen 
accidentally one or two very light : but it nuist certainly 
have been done by chance; or ratlier I suppose them to 
he counterfeits. Be that as it wiH, it is dlowed on all 
hands, that food copper was never known te be cheaper 
than it is at present. I am ignorant of the price, farther 
than by his informing me that it is only fourteen pence a 
pound ; by which, J observe, he charges the coinage at 
thirty per cent. ; and, therefore, I cannot but think his 
demands are exorbitant. But, to say tlie truth, the 
dearness or cheapness. of the metal does not properly en- 
ter into the question. What we desire is, that it should 
•be of the best kind, and as weighty as can be afforded; 
that the profit qf ihe contriver should be reduced from 
sixteen to eight per cent, and the charge of C4>ittage, if 
possible, from tliirty to ten, or fifteen at most. 

Mr. M*Cttlla must also give good security that he wiH 
coin only a determinate sum, not exceeding twenty thou- 
sand pounds; by which, although he should deal with 
all uprightness imaginable, and make his coin as good as 
that I weired of King Charies II. he will, at sixteen 
per cent, gain three thousand two hundred p^mnds : a 
^vtsiy good additional job to a [Mrivate tradesman's for- 
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I ibttst advise him also to employ beUer workmen, and 
make his impresaioDs deeper and plainer $ by which a 
rising rim may be left about the edge of his coin, to pra- 
aenre the letter from wearing outtoo soon. He has no 
wardens, or masters, or other officers of the nuot, to suck 
up his profit; and, therefore, can afford to coin cheaper 
than the crown, if he will but find good materials, pro- 
per implements, and skilful workmen. 

Whether this project will succeed in Mr. M'CuUa's 
hands (whicli, if it be honestly executed, I should be 
glad to see) one thing I am confident^of, thai it might be 
easily brought to perfection by a society of nine or tea 
honest gentlemen of fortune, who wish well to their coun- 
try, and would be content to be neither gainers nor 
losers, farther than the bare interest of their nnoney. 
And Mr. M^CuUa, as being the first starter of the scheme, 
might be considered and rewarded by such a society ; 
whereof,, although I am not a man of ibilune, I should 
think it an honour and happiness to be one, even with 
borrowed money upon the best security I could give. 
And, first, I am confident, without any skill but by gene- 
ral reason, that the charge of coining copper would be 
very much less than thirty per cent. Secondly, I be- 
lieve ten tliousand pounds, in halfpence and farthings, 
would be sufficient for tlie whole kingdom, even under 
our great and most unnecessary disti-ess for the want of 
silver; and that, without such a distress, half tlie sum 
would suffice. For, I compute and reason thus: the 
caty of Dublin, by a gross computation, contains ten 
thousand families ; and I am told by shopkeepers, '* That, 
if silver were as plenty as usual, two shillings in copper 
-would be sufficient, in the course of business^ for each 
family." But, in consideration of Uie want of silver, I 
would allow five shiUings to each family, which would 
amount to 25002. ;. .and, to help this, I would recommend 
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««urreDe)r of all the geoaioe uadeftK:«d harphi^fpendi;! 
"wlmh are left of L^rd Dartaioiiyi's and Mocnt'b paliqpftB, f 
uuder King Carles II.; and tlie small Putricic aod Da- 
▼id for faitbu]g0. To the rest •f the kiogdanH I would 
assign the 75€K)I. remaioiog; redLoaiog DuWb to aii- 
«wer one fouv^ of the kingdom, as Londoo is judged to 
ansAfer (if I mistake not) ode third of EoghiBd ; I mean 
in the view of money only. 

To compute our want of small chsmge by the ouraber 
of souls in the kingdom, beside beisg perplexed, ia^ I 
think) by uo means just. They have been reckoned at 
a million and a half; whereof a million at least are 
be^ar^ in all circumstances except that of wandetin^ 
about for alms, and that circumstance may arrive soon 
enough, whenit wiH be time to add another ten thousand 
pounds in copper. But, without -doubt, the fanjiliea of 
Ireland, who lie chiefly under the difficulties of wantiog 
small change; cannot be above forty or fifty thousaod ; 
which the sum of ten thousand pounds, with the addition 
of the fairest old halfpence, would tolecably supply.: for, 
if we give too gr^at a loose to any projector to pour in 
. upon us what he pleases, the kingdom will be (how sliall 
.1 express it under our present circumstances?) more 
than undone. 

And hence appears, in a very strong lights the vHlany 
of Wood, who proposed the coinage o( one hundred and 
■ eight thousand' pounds in copper, for the use of Ire- 
land : whereby, every family in the kingdom would bo 
loaded with ten or a dozen shillings, although. Wood 
might not transgress the bounds of kis patent, and al- 
though no counteifeits, either at home or abroad, were 
added to the number; the contrary to both which would 
indubitably have arrived* So ill informed are gceat 
meft on the other side, who talk c£ a miUloa'willi «alll 
ceremony as we do of half a crown I 
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But, to retAro to the proposal I hare made : suppose 
ten geotlemeo, ki^ers of their ^Kmotrj, should raise 200^. 
apiece ; and, from the time the money is deposited ag 
the^r shall iigree, should begin to chaiige it with seveQ 
p«r ceot. for th^ owo use : that they should, as soon as 
poattble, provide a n^t and good workmen, and buj 
copper BuBSbdeDt for coining two thousand pounds, sub- 
tracting a fifth part of the interest of ten thousand 
poiiods for the charges of the tools, and fitting up a place 
for a mint ; the other four parts of the same interest to 
be subtracted equally out of the four remaining coinage^ 
of 2000^ each, with a just allowance for other necessary 
iQ^dentB. Let the cfaaige of coinage be fairly reckoa* 
ed ; and the kingdom jiiformed of it, as well as of the 
price of copper. Let the coin be as well and deeply 
stamped as it ought Let the metal be as pure as can 
consist to have it rightly coined (wherein I am wholly 
igDorant) and the bulk s& lai^e as that of King Charles 
11. And let this club of ten gentlemen give their joint 
security to receive all the coins they issue out for seven 
or ten years, and return gold and silver without any de- 
fekation. * 

Let the same club or company, when they have issu- 
ed out the first two thousand pounds, go on the second 
year, if they find a demand, and that their scheme has 
answered to their own intention as well as to the satis- 
faction of the public. And, if they find seven per cent. 
not sufficient, let them substract eight, beyond which I 
would not have them go. And when th^ have in two 
years, coined ten thousand pounds, let them give public 
notice that they will proceed no farther, but shut up 
their mint, and dismiss their workmen ; unless the rei]> 
vniversaly unsolieited declaration of the nobility and 
gentry of the kingdom shall signify a desire that tbejp 
should go on for ft certain sum farther. 
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This company may enter into certain regulatioDf 
among themselves; one of which should Jl)e, to keep 
nothing concealed, and duly to give an accouut to the 
world of their whole methods of acting. 

Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, what 
charge the kingdom will be at, by the loss of intrinsic 
Yalue in the coinage of 10,000/. in copper, under the 
management of such a society of gentlemen. 

First, It is plain, that instead of somewhat more than 
16 per cent, as demanded by Mr. M^Culla, this society 
desires but 8 per cent. 

Secondly, Whereas Mr. M'CuUa charges the expense 
c^f coinage at 30 per cent. I hope and believe this sodety 
wiir be able to perform it at 10» * 

Whereas it does not appear that Mr. M'Culla can 
give any security for the goodness of his copper, because 
not one in ten thousand have the skill to distinguish ; the 
society will be all engaged that theirs shall be of the best 
standard. 

Fourthly, That whereas Mr. M'Culla's halfpence wre' 
one fourth part lighter than that kind coined in the dme 
(tf King Charles II. these gentlemen will oblige them- 
selves to the public, to give the coin of the same weight 
and goodness with those halfpence, unless they shall find 
Ihey cannot afford it ; and, in that case, they shall be- 
forehand inform the public, show their reasons, and sig- 
- nify how large they can make them without being losers ; 
and so give over or pui'sue their scheme, as they find 
the opinion of the world to be. However, I do not 
doubt but they can afford them as large, and of as good 
' metal, as the best English halfpence- that have be^ 
' coined in the three last reigns, which very much out- 
weigh those of Mr. M*Culla. And this advantage will 
arise in proportion, by lessening the charge of coinage 
from 30 per cent, to 10 or 15, or 20 at most. Butl 
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confess myself in the dark on that article : only T thiok 
it impossible it should amount to any proportion new 
30 per cent. ; otherwise the coiners of those counterfeit 
halfpence called raps would haye little encouragement 
to follow their trade. 

But the indubitable advantages, by having the ma^ 
' nagement in such a society^ would be the paying 8 per 
cent, instead of 16, the being sure of the goodness and 
just weight of the coin, and the period to be put to any 
farther coinage than what was absolutely necessary to 
supply the wants and desires of the kingdom : and all 
this under the security of ten gentlemen of credit and 
fortune, who would be ready to give the best security 
and satisfaction, that they had no design to turn tlie 
scheme into a job. 

As to any mistakes I have made in computation, they 
are of little moment : and I shall not descend so low as 
to justify them against any caviller. 

The strongest objection against what I offer, and 
wrhich perhaps may mak^ it appear visionary, is the 
difficulty to find half a score gentlemen, who, out of a 
public spirit, will be at the trouble, for no more profit 
than one per cent, above the legal interest, to be over- 
seers of a mint for five yeai-s ; and perhaps, without any 
justice, raise the clamour of the people against them. 
Besides, it is most certain that many a squire is as fond 
of a job, and as dexterous to make the best of it, as Mr. 
M'CuUa himself, or any of his level. However, I do 
not doubt but there may be ten such persons in this 
town, if they had only some visible mark to know them 
at sight. Yet I just foresee another inconvenieucy ; 
that knavish men are fitter to deal with others of their 
' own denomination ; while those *who are honest and best 
lotention^d maybe the instruments of as much mischief 
to the public, for want of cunning, as the greatest knaves \ 
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and more, because of the chsuritable opiiuoii wbich tbey 
are apt to have of others. Therefore, hoyr to join the 
pnideoce of the serpetit, with the innocencj of the dove, 
ia this affair, is Uie most diflicult poiot. It is not so 
hard to find ao hooest man, as to make this honest man 
active, and vigilant, and skilful; which, I doubt, will 
require a spur of profit greater. than mj scheme vill 
afford him, unless he will be contented with the honour 
of serving, his countr}^, and the reward of a good con- 
acience. 

After reviewing what I had written, I see very well 
that I have not given any allowance for the first charge 
of preparing all things necessary for coining, which, I am 
told, will amount to about 200Z. beside 2Ql, per annum. 
for five years rent of a house to work in. I can only 
say, that, this making in all 300/. it will be an^ addition 
of no more than 3 per eent. out of 10,0002. 

But the great advantages to the public, by having the 
coinage placed iu the hands of ten gentlemen such as I 
have already described (if such are to be found) ai:e 
these : 

First, They propose no other gain to Uiemselves than 
1 per cent, above the legal interest for the money they 
advance : which will hardly afford them coffee when 
they meet at their minthouse. 

Secondly, They bind themselves to make their coins 
of as good copper as the best English halfpence, and as 
well coined, and of equal weight : and do likewise biud 
themselves to charge the public with not oqe faithing 
for the expense of coinage, more than it shall really 
stand them in. 

Thirdly, They will, for a limited term of seven or ten 
years, as shall be thought proper upon mature considera- 
tion, pay gold and silver, without wy defalcatiou^ figt 
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all their own eoio ,lhat fihall be returned upon thebr 
baads. 

Fonrthtyt Tbey will take care that the coioe shall 
have a deep impreseidD, leaviDfc a risiD^ rim on both 
sides, to prevent their beiog defaced ioa long time ; aad 
the edges sbaU be milled. 

I suppose they need not be very apprehensive of couQ'^ 
terfeits, which it will be difficult to make so as not to be 
discovered : for it is plnin that those bad halfpence called 
rapS) are so easily distinguished, even from the oiost . 
worn genuine halfpenny, that nobody will now take 
them for a farthiog, although under the great present 
want of change. 

I shall here «ibjoin some computations relating to Mr^ 
li<l!ulla'8 copper notes. They were sent to me by ar * 
person well skilled in such calculations : and therefore I 
rejfer them to the rejader. 

Mr. M^CuHa charges good copper at fowrteto peseta 
fer pound ; but I know not whether he means avwdnt*. 
pom or troy weight 

AToirdupois is sixteen ounces to a poHsd 6060 fgttixm 
A pound trey wdght • . • 6760 gtaim^ - 

Mr. M'Culla's copper is fourteen pence pit pound 
avoirdupois. 

Two of Mr. MH^Ua's penny notes, one with another^ 
weigh • • • • • ^24 grains* 

By which computation, two shilling of his 

notes, wU^h he sells for one pound 

weight, will weigh . . ' . 6288 graimb 
But one pound avoirdupois wei^^ as 

above 6960 grains. 

This diflference ms&ns 10 per cent, to Mr. M^Culla'* 
profit, in point of weight. 
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The old Patriek and David halfpenny 

weighs 149 graios. 

Mr. M'Culla's hal^miy weighs . 131 grains. 



The difference is 18 
Which is equal to 10 \-2 per cent. 

The English halfpenny of King Charles II. , 

weighs . • • • • 167 graios. 

M*Culla*s halfpenny weighs • . 131 grains. 



The difference 36 
Mf hich difference allowed, a fifth part is 20 per cent. 



ANOTHER COMPUTATION. 



Mr. M^Culla allows his pound of copper (coinage in- 
cluded) to be worth twentypence*; for which he demands 
two shillings. 

His coinage he computes at sixpence per powid 
weight; therefore, laying out only twenty pence, and 
gaining fourpence, he makes /wr cent, profit . 20 
The sixpence /lerpound weight, allowed for coinage, 

mskes per cent. 30 

The want of weight in his halfpenny, compared as 

aboye, is per cent. 10 

By all which (viz. coinage, profit, and want of weight) — 

the public \oses. per cent. 60 

If Mr. M^Culla'g coins will not pass, and he refuses to 
receive them back, the owner cannot sell them at above 
twelvepence per pound; whereby, with the defect of 
weight of 10 per cent, he will lose 60 per cent. 

The scheme of the society, raised as high as it can 
possibly be, will be only thus : 
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For interest of their money per cent, . . 8 

For coinage, instead of 1 0, suppose at most per cent. 20 
For 300/. laid out for tools, a mint, and house rent, 

charge 3 per cent, upon the coinage of 10,000/. 3 

Charges in all upon interest, coinage, <&c. per cent, 31 

Which, with all the advantages aboye-roentioned, of 
the goodness of the metal, the largeness of the coin, the 
deepness and fairness of the impressiop, the assurance of 
the society confining itself to such a sum as they under- 
take, or as the kingdom shall approve ; and lastly, their 
paying in gold or silver for all their coin returned upon 
their hands, without any defalcation, would be of mighty 
benefit to the kingdom, and, with a little steadiness and 
activity, could, I doubt not, be easily compassed. 

I would 'not in this scheme recommend the method of 
promissory notes, after Mr. M^Culla's manner; but, as I 
have seen in old Irish coins, the words civttas dvblin. 
on one side, with the year of our Lord and the Irish 
harp on the reverse. 
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LADIES AND WOMEN OF IRELAND 
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Thkrb wbs a treatise written about nine yean ago, t« 
penuade the people af iFdand to wear their owo maun* 
^tureai This treatise was allowed to haye not one syl- 
lable io it of party or disafTection ; but was wholly 
founded upon the growing poyerty of the nation, occa- 
noned by the utter want of trade, except the ruinous 
importation of all f<n«^ extrayagances from other coun- 
tries. This treatise was presented, by the grand juiy 
of the city and county of Dublin, as a scandalous, sedi- 
tious, and faction^ pamphlet, I forgot who was the fore- 
man of the city grand jury ; but the foreman for the 
county was one Dr. Seal, roister to the archbishop of 
Dublin, wherein he differed much from the sentiments of 
his lord. The printer was tried ^before the late Mr. 
Whitshed, that famous lord chief justice ; who, on the 
bench, laying his hand on his heart, declared, upon bis 
salvation, " That the author was a jacobite, and had a 
design to beget a quarrel between the two nations." la 
the midst of this prosecution, about fijfteea hundned 
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wearers were forced to beg their bread, and had a gene- 
ral contribution made for their relief, which just served 
to make them drunk for a week ; and then they were 
forced to turn rogues, or strolling beggars, or to leave 
the kingdom. 

The Duke of Grafton, who was then lieutenant, being 
perfectly ashamed of so infamous and unp<^lar a pro-« 
ceeding, obtained from England a noli prosequi for the 
printer. Yet the grand jury had solemn thanks givea 
them from the secretary of state. 

I mention this passage (perhaps too much foigotten) 
to show how dangerous it has been for the best meaning 
person to write one syllable in the defence of his country, 
or discover the miserable condition it is in. 

And to prove this truth, I will* produce one instance 
more : wholly omitting the famous cause of the drapier, 
and the proclamation against him, as well as the per- 
verseness of another jury against the same Mr. Whitshed, 
who was violently bent to act the second part in another 
scene. 

Ab6ut two years ago, there was a small paper print- 
ed, which was called, ^ A Short View of tlie State of 
Ireland," relating to the several causes whereby any 
country may grow rich, and applying them to Ireland. 
Whitshed was dead, and consequently the printer was 
not troubled. Mist, the famous journalist, happened to 
reprint this paper in JiOndon, for which his pressfolk 
were prosecuted for almost a twelvemonth; and, for 
aught I know, are not yet discharged. 

This is our case ; insomuch, that although I am often 
without money in my pocket, I dare not own it in some 
company, for fear of being thought disaffected. 

But, since I am determined to take care that the au- 
thor of this paper shall not be discovered, (following 
lerein the most prudent [Practice of the drapier) I will 
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venture to affirms that the three seasons wherein our 
corn has miscarried, did no more contribute to our {>re- 
sent misery, than one spoonful of water thrown upon m 
rat already drowned, would contribute to his death : aod 
that the present plentiful harvest, although it should. be 
followed by a dozen ensuing, would no more restore us, 
than it would the rat aforesaid, to put him near the fire, 
which might indeed warm his fur coat, but never bring 
him back to life. 

The short of the matter is this : the distresses of the 
kingdom are operating more and more every day, by 
very large degrees, and so have been doing for above a 
dozen years past. 

If you demand whence these distresses have arisen, I 
desire to ask the followitig question : 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be exported to 
another country, without one farthing of value in.return; 
and if the said kingdom be forbidden the most profitable 
branches of trade wherein to employ the other third, and 
only allowed to ti-aifick in importing those commodities 
which aie most ruinous to itself; how shall that king- 
dom stand? 

If this question were formed into the fii^t proposUuiQ 
of an pygothetical syllogism, I defy the man born in 
Ireland, who is now in the fairest way of getting a col- 
lectorship, or a cornet's post, to give good reason for de- 
nying it. 

Let me put another case : Suppose a gentleman's 
estate of two hundred pounds a year should sink to one 
hundred, by some accident, whether by an earthquake, 
or inundation, it matters not ; and suppose the said gen- 
tleman, utterly hopeless and unqualified ever to retrieve 
the less ; how is he otherwise to proceed in his fiiture 
economy, .than by reducing it on every article to one 
half less, unless he will be content to fly his country, or 
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ret in JB]] ? This is a representatioD of Irelaixi's con- 
diiioo ; only nfhh oqe fault, that it is a little too fayour- 
Me. NeHher am I able to propose a fiill remedy for 
this, but only a small prolongation of life, until God shall 
niraculously dispose the hearts of our neighbours and 
our kinsmen, our fellow protestants, fellow subjects, and 
fellow rational creatures, to permit us to starve without 
running farther in debt I am informed that our na- 
tional debt (and God knows how we wretches came by 
that fasbiooable thing a national debt) is about two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pounds; which is, at least, one 
tbhrd of the whole kingdom's rents, after our absentees 
and other foreign drains are paid, and about fifty thou- 
sand pounds more than all the cash. 

It seems there are several schemes for raising a fund 
to pay the interest of this formidable sura, not the princi- 
■ pal, for this is allowed impossible. The necessity of rais- 
ing such a fund, is strongly and regularly pleaded, from 
the late deficieocies in the duties and customs. And is 
it a fault of Irelaod that these funds are deficient.^ If 
they depend on trade, can it possibly be otherwise, while 
we have neither liberty to trade, nor money to trade 
with ; neither hands to work, nor business to employ 
them if we had ? Our diseases are visible enough, both 
in their causes and effects ; and the cures are well known, 
but impossible to be applied. 

If my steward comes and tells me, " that my rents 
are sunk so low, that they are very little more than suf- 
ficent to pay ray servants their wages ;'' have I any other 
course left, than to cashier four in six of ray rascally foot- 
men, and a number of other varlets in tny family, of 
whose insolence the whole neighbourhood complains ? 
And I would think it extremely severe in any law, to 
force me to maintain a household of fifty servants, and fix 
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their w^ges, before I bad offered 107 rent-roll apon oath 
to the. legislators. 

To returo from digressing: I am told one scheme f(»r 
• raising a fund to pay the interest of our oatiooal deht, is 
by a farther duty of forty shillings a tun upon vine. 
Some gentlemen would carry this matter much farthef) 
by raising it to twelve pounds ; which, in a niaoaer* 
would amount to a prohibition ; thus weakly arguing 
from the practice of England. 

I have often taken notice, both in print and in dis- 
course, that there is no topic so fallacious, either in talk 
or in writing, as to argue how we ought to act in IrelaacL 
from the example of England, Holland, France, or any 
other country, whose inhabitants are allowed the com- 
mon rights and liberties of human kind. I could under- 
take to name six or seven of the most uncontrolled max- 
ims in government, which are utterly false in this king- 
^m. 

As to the additional duty on wine, I think any persoA 
may deliver his opinion upon it, until it shall have pass- 
ed into a law ; and till then, I declare mine to be pod- 
iiveiy against it. 

First. Because there k no nation yet known, in either 
hemisphere, where the people of all conditions are more 
In want of some cordial, to keep up their spirits, than in 
this of ours. I am not in jest ; and if the fact will not 
be allowed me, I shall not argue it. 

Secondly. It is too well and generally known, that 
this tax of forty shillings additional on every tun of 
wine, (which will be double at least to the home consu- 
mer j will increase e (Uallj every new session of parlia- 
ment, until perhaps it comes to twelve pounds. 

Thirdly. Because, as the merchants inform me, and 
as I have fcno»vn many the like instances in Eoglaod, 
this additional tax will more probably lessen ibis branch 
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of the retenue, thab increase it.' And therefore Sir Joba 
Stanley, a commissioner of the custooos in England, used 
to si^, <* That^the house of commeus were generally 
ivl^taken in matters of trade, by an erroneous opinion 
that two and two make four." Thus if you should lay 
an addittonal duty of one penny a pound on raisins or 
si^ar, the reyeoue, instead of rising, would certainly 
sink; and the consequence woidd only foe, to lessen the 
number of plum-poddingB, and ruin the confecdooer. 

Fourthly. I am likewise assured by merchants, that 
Upon this additional forty shillings, the French will at 
least equally raase their duties upon all commodities we 
esfert tliither. 

FilUily. If an original extract of the exports and im- 
portB be true, we have been gainers, upon the balance, 
by eur trade with France for sei^^eral years past ; and, 
aUhmigh eur gain amounts to no great sum, we ought to 
be satisfied, since we are no Io6er8,/witfa the only conso- 
latioB we arexsapable of receiving. 

IiasUy« The worst consequence is behind. If we raise 
the duty on wine to a considerable height, we lose the 
ooly hold we have of keeping among us the few gentle- 
nieQ of any tolerable estates. I am confident Aere is 
hardly a gentleman of eight hundred pounds a year and 
upward, in this kingdom, who would balance half an hour 
to consider whether he should live here, or in England, 
if. a family could be as cheaply maintained in the one as 
the other. As to eatables, they are as cheap in many 
fiae counties of England, as in some very indifferent ones 
here; or, if there he any difference, that vein of thrift, 
aod prudence in economy, which passes there without 
rqproadi, (and cl^fly in London itself) would amply 
make up the difference. But the article of French wine 
is iiardly tolerable, in any degree of plenty, to a middling 
fortune : and this it is, which by growing habitual, whol> 

TOL., XIII. c 
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Ij turns the scale with those few Isinded men, dkeD^af- 
ed from .employ monii* who content tbemelvid to live 
hospitatriy, with plenty of good wine in their own couo- 
ixys rather, th^a in pejouiry and obscuritf in anothtf^ widi* 
bad, or with. none ai alt 

Having therefore, as far as in me Ues, aboKriied diia 
additioaal duty upon wine ; for I am not under tlie least 
concern about pftjing die interest of the national debt) 
but leave it, as in loyalty, bound, whoHy to the wisdom 
of th^ honourable house of comnkons ; I eome n ow to con- 
sider,, by whi^t methods we may be able to put off and 
delay ou?/ utter undoing^ as long as it is possible* 

I nev^ have discoursed with any reasonable - man 
upon the subject) who did not allow that there was no 
ren^yleft ti8,.but to lessen the importation of all unne^ 
cessary comniodities, as much as it was possible ; and 
likewise either to persuade our absentees to spend thek 
money at home) which is impossible; or tax them at 
five shillings in the pound during theic absence, with 
such allowapcj^ upon necessary occasions, as shall be 
thought convenient ;. or, by permitting us a free trade, 
which is denied to. no other nation upon earth. The 
three last methpds.are treated by Mr. Prior, in bis most 
useful treatise, added, to liis list of absentees. 

It is to grfitify the vanity and pride and luxury of 
the women, and of the young fops wh» admire them, 
that we owe this insupportable grievance, of bringing in 
the, instruments of our ruin. There is annually brought 
over to this kingdom, near ninety thousand poinds worth 
of nlk, whereof the greater part is manufactured. 
Thirty thousand pounds more, expended in muslin, hot* 
land, cambric, and caUico. What the price of lace 
amounts to, is not easy to be collected from the cusfebin- 
house book, being a kind of goods that takes up a litfl^ 
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t<k)dl^ intfiB eofi]^ nin; bat;*c<»iSdariDg the prVd'g'ouB 
price bf 'kn/dttAtiri lieitddresfi, ftt**teo, tirejl^/ twenty 
poti^'^ y^%'m)iiJ&V\)AYery great Tfie tea, rated 
at seveo shiUiogs |)er pouod, conies to near twelve 
thooaaod pouods; but, conaideriog it as the common 
luxury of every chambermaid, semstress, and trade&- 
Biao's Wife, both in town and country, however they 
come by it, must needs cost the kingdom double that 
sum. Coffee is somewhat above seven thousand pounds. 
I have seen no account of chocolate, and some other In- 
dian or American goods. The drapery imported is 
idKNit four and twenty thousand pounds. The whole 
amounts (with one or two other particulars) to one 
hundred and fifty thousand poands. The lavishing of 
all which money is just as prudent and necessary, as to 
see a man in an embroidered coat, begging out of New- 
gate in an old shoe. 

I allow that the thrown and raw silk is less perni- 
cious : because we have some share in the manufacture f 
but we are not now in circumstances to trifle. It costs 
us above forty thousand pounds a year ; and if the la- 
dies, Ull better times, will not be content to go in their 
own country shifts, I wish they may go in rags- Let 
them vie with each other in the fineness of their native 
linen : their beauty and gentleness will as well appear, 
as if they were covered with diamonds and brocade. 

I believe no man is so weak, aa to hope or expect 
that such a reformation can be brought about by a law 
But a thorough hearty unanimoiis vote, in both houses 
of parliament, might perhaps answer as well : every 
senator, noble or plebeian, giving his honour, ** That 
neither himself; nor any of his Amily wottH in their 
diess or furniture of their houses, make use of any thing 
€ltcept what was of the growth and mstnafacture -of 
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this kingdom; and that they would use the utmost 
of their power, influence, and credit, to prevail oq 
their tenants, dependants, and friends, to follow their 
example.'^ 
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A MODEST PROPOSAL, 

FOR 

PREVENTING THE CHILDREN OF POOR PEOPLE IN IRE- 
LAND, FROM BEING A BURDEN TO THEIR PARENTS 
OR COUNTRY, AND FOR MAKING THEM BENEFIClAli 
TO THE PUBLIC. 1729. 



It is a melancholy object to those, who walk through 
this great town, or U'avel io the country, when they see 
the streets, the roads, and cabin doors crowed with beg- 
gars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six 
children, all in rags, and importuning every passenger 
for an alms. These mothers, instead of being able to 
work for their honest livelihood, are forced to employ 
all their time iu strollbg to beg sustenance for their 
helpless infants ; who, as they grow up, either turn 
thieves, for want of work, of leave their dear native 
countiy to fight for the pre^nder in Spain, or sell them- 
selves to the Barbadoes. 

In think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodi- 
gious number of children in the arms, or on the backs, 
or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of then- 
fathers, is, in the present deplorable state of the king- 
dom, a very great additional grievance ; and therefore 
whoever could find out a fair, cheap, and easy method 
of making these children sound useful members of the 
commonwealth, would deserve so well of the public, as 
to have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined to 
provide only for the children of professed beggars : it is 
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<rf ar much greater extent, and shall take id the whole 
Quniber of iofauts at a certaio age, ulio are born of pa- 
rents iu elTect as little able to support them, as those who 
demand our diarity in the streets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for 
many years upon this important subject, and maturely 
weighed vthe several schemes of our projectors, I have 
always found Ihem grossly mistaken in 'their compnta- 
Ifton. It is true, a child just dropped from its dam may 
be supported by her m^Ik for a solar year, with little 
other nourishment : at most not above the value of two 
shiUingB^ which the mother niay certainly get, or the 
value in scraps, by her lawful occupation ^f Jjegging ; 
and it is exactly at one year c^ld Jhat I propose to pro- 
vide for them in such a manner, as, instead of^beiiig a 
charge upon their parents, or the parish, or waii^ifig f^ 
and raiment for the rest of tlieir liy^s, they .shall, on tJ^e 
contrary, contd|)ute to the feeding,, and partly jto the 
clothing of many tliojus^uds. 

There is likewise another great advantage in py 
scheme, tl^at it will , prevent . thope voluntary, aborlioos, 
and that h^orvid practice of women murdering their bas- 
tai'd children, alas! too fi*equent among us, sacrificiog. 
the poor innocent babes, I doubt more to avoid the ex« 
pense than the shame, which would move t^ars.^pd^pity 
in the most savi^e and inhumau breast. 

The number of souls in this kingdom being usualty 
reckoned one million and a lialf, of these I calculate 
there may ; be about two hundred thousand couple, wboae 
wives ^re breeders ; &opi which nu^pber I si^bt^apt thirty 
t^housfmd couple, who ^are able to maint^n their pwa 
ctiUdreo, (^though I fippr^bend there cpmnot be aa 
many Mp4er the present distresses of tl^ kiogdoip) but 
4iis being ^a^ed, there will remaiu a hundr^ c^d se- 
yepty tjjiQUsand breeders. I agiain subti^nct fifty Xh(m- 
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taod for tboseX^orafin T^ho ' miscariy, or wbose childreD 
die bj acddeDt <x disease vitbio the year. There only 
letftain a hundred and tHreoty thbtisaDd cbildreu of poon 
{tareoU toou^ly boro. The ((uestion therefore is. How 
this number shall be reared aod provided, for ? which, as 
I have ahreadj said, under the present situation of jf- 
£ur8, is utterly itnpOtoible by all the methods hitherto 
plopoe^ For we can neither employ them in habdi- 
ctbSt Or f^riclilUu-e ; we neither build holises, (I mean 
ID the country) nor cultivate land : they can veiy se^ 
dom. jfick up a livelihood by stealing, till they arrive at 
six ye^irs old, except where they are of towardly parts; 
HHhougb I confoss they learn the rtidiments much ear- 
htr ; daring which time they dan however be properly 
lobked upon only as pi^bationers ; as I have been iu- 
Ibrmed by a princi(>al gentlemto in (he county of Cavao, 
who protested to me, that he never knew above one or 
two instances under the age of six, even in a part of the 
Udgdom to renowned for the quickest prc^ciency la 
tbatart. 

I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl 
before twelve years old is no saleable coinmodity; and 
even when they come to this fige, they will not yield 
above three pcmnds, or three pounds and half a crown 
at diost, on the exchange ; which canhot turn to account 
either to the 'parents or kingdom, the charge of nutri- 
ttent and r^gs having been at least four times that va- 
lue. 

I shall now therefore humbly propose my own thoughts, 
which I hope will not be liable to the least objection. 

I have been assured by a very knowing American of 
my acquaintadce in London, that a young healthy child, 
well nursed, is at a year old a most delicfous, nourishing^, 
and wholetome food, whether stewed, roMted, baked, or 
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boiled; and I make oo doubt that it Will equalfy serM 
IB a fiieassee, or a ragout. 

I do tberefoFe humbly offer it to {mblic coosid^ratioiiv 
thatri>f the hundred and twenty thousand chilcken slV 
^ready computed, twenty thousand may be reserved for 
breed, whereof only one fourth part to be males; which 
is more than we allow to sheep, black cattle, or swine $ 
and my reason is, that these children are seldom ^ 
fruits of marriage, a circumstance not mud^ regarded by 
our savages, therefore one male witt be- sufficient ta 
serve four females. That the remaining hun^d thou* 
sand may, at a year old, be . offered in sale to the per* 
sons of quality and fortune through the kingdom ; al- 
ways advising the mother to let them suck plentifiiliy 
iu the last month, so as to render them plump and fat 
for a good table. A child will make two dishes at aa 
entertainment for friends; and when the family dines 
alone^ the fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable 
^h, and seasoned with a little pepper or salt, will be 
very good boiled t)n the fourth day, especially in wio^ 
ler. 

I have reckoned upon a medium, that a diild just 
bom will weigh 12 pounds, and in a solar year, if to^ 
lerably nursed, will increase to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore 
very proper for landlords, who, as they have already 
devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title 
to the. children. 

Infant's flesh will be in season throughout the year, 
but more plentifully in March, and a little before and 
after : for we are told by a grave author, an eminent 
French physician, Uiat fish being a prdifrc diet, ihett 
are more children bom in Jloman catholic countries 
about nine months after Lent, than at any otlier season 4 
therefore, reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will 
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bt more glutted than usual, because the number of po^ 
pish infants is at least tliree to one in this kingdom ; and 
therefore it will have one other collateral adrantage, bj 
lessening the number of papists among U& 

r have already computed the charge of nursing a 
beggar's child (in which list I reckon all cottagers, la- 
bourers, and four fifths of the farmers) to be about two 
shillings per annum, rags included ; and I believe no 
gentleman would repine to give ten shillings for the car- 
cass of a good fat child, which, as I have said, will 
make four dishes of excellent nutritive meat, when he 
has onfy some particular friend or his own family to 
dine with him. Thus the squire will learn to be a good 
landlord, and grow popular among his tenants ; the mo- 
ther win have eight shillings neat profit, and be fit for 
work, till she produces another child. 

Those wlio are more thrifty (as I must confess (he* 
times require) may flay the carcass; tile skin of which 
artificially dressed wilf make admirable gloves for ladies, 
and summer boots for fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, shambfes may be appoint- 
ed for this purpose in the most convenient parts of it, 
and butchers we may be assured will not be wantiog ; 
although I rather recommend buying the children alive, 
than dressing them hot from the knife, as we do roasting 

P5g8- 
A very worthy person, a true lover of his country, 

and whose virtues I highly esteem, was lately pleased in« 
discoursing on this^ matter to offer a refinement upon my 
scheme. He said, that many gentlemen of this king- 
dom, having of late destroyed their deer, he concibived^ 
that the want of venison might be well supplied by the 
bodies of young lads and maidens, not ejtceeding four- 
teen- years of age nor under twelve ; so great a number- 

of -both sexes in every county being now ready to stais^e^ 

c 2. 
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for fapt of yp^ aadfierrke: and tl^ese to be ^|k(MM 
pf by tb^iy p2^r^Dl^ il" aliyp, pr oAe^w^e ^j tlieir ojiar^ 
.est iceiatioos. But witb due ilefe^reiice tp ao fopicetteptf 
friend, aud so deseryipg a patriot, I caouotbe al|f(g^th<Br 
in fate s^i^tiiqeats ; f^r ^ to tbe males, my Am^ripan ac- 
gifaiotao^e ^Lssiired me from frpqueot fixperieofpe, thai 
tbefi^ flesh nas gc^ner^lj tough and leao^ like that <tf 
OUT sehopjl^oyis, by c^tinuid exercise, and dieir tasti^^ 
di^i^greeabJe, and to fatten them would not ansvef the 
eba^. Then as to tbe females^ it woulfd, I thiid^ witi^ 
humbte (submission, b^ a loss to the pai^bUc* because thuqr 
fWKm would becosue breeders themselves : and beslAea, U 
is not improbable t|hat some scrapulou^ people might b^ 
apt to censure such a practice, (aHbmigh indefsd ireiy 
unjustly) as a Utile bo^rd^riog upon cruelty; vhipb, I 
confess, has always bee^ with me the strooi;;e6t o)3|jectitf^ 
l^inst any project, how well soever intended. 

But ii^ order to justify ipy friend, he coiifesaed, thai 
this eixpe^ient was put into his head by the fap^oiia 
Psalmauaazor, a native of the island formosa, whd. 
came from thi^nce to London above tweoty years ago ; 
and in conversation told my friends that in bb cmj^t^if^ 
yben any young person happened to be put to.deatb,^ 
U)e executioner sold the^ carcass to persons of quality n^ 
8 prime dainty ; and that in his. time the body of a 
l^ump girl of fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt 
lo, poison the emp^roi^, W8a ^Id to his imperial mf^pf^*» 
^1^^ miqi^^r of state, an(^ other gpreat m^pdailna oC 
th^.c^urt, in joints from tlje gibbet, at fpur hundred 

cr9]Hjp8> ^^!^b<f^ ^P^^^!^<^f? ^ 4^7> that if the same, 
ifs^ jiyjfare fl??^de,of; se^eial pJ^mp young; girlp in tbia 
to^jHy whO| withQut ooe sipgle gipat to thefr fortune^ a^ 
00^ stir abroad without a chair, and a{^ar at a plaj^ 
l^QUse ai^d assemblies m foreign fineries which .th^, 
m^P n^ai^lgy % the kip^don^ voold not bptbe «i»a^ 



fiome j^ersods or a ddpoh^ng spirit bx'B io great coa- 
ceni abttlt that va^t iilimber of poor people, who are 
aged, dSfietfsedy en* maithed; and I have been desired to 
emptof Pny thought^ what course may be taken to ease 
f^ nadoa of so grievous an incumbrance. But I am 
not in the least pain upon that matter, because it is 
Very well known, that they are every day dving and 
totting, 1^ cold arid famine, and filth and vermin, as 
ABt as can be reasonably expected. And as to the 
joung labourers^ they are now in almost as hopeful a 
condition : they cannot get work, and consequently pin<i 
mway for want of nourishment, to a degree, that if at 
ioy time they are accidentally hired to common labour^ 
they have not strength to perform it ; and thus the coun* 
try abd themaelves ai^ happily delivered froiti the evils 
(o come* 

f hive too long digressed, and therefore shall ^tum 
to my subject I think the advantiages by the proposal 
whieh I have made, are obvioiis and many, as well as of 
the highest importance. 

For first, as I have already observed, it would great- 
1f lessen the nuibber of papists, with whom we are year- 
ly ovemw, being the principal breeders of (he nation, 
as well as our most dangerous enemies; aiid who stay 
at home on purpose to deliver the kingdom to the pre- 
tender, hoping to take 'heir advantage by the absence of 
•0 many good protestants, who have chosen rather to 
leave their country, than stay at home and pay tithes 
against their conscience to an episcopal curate. 

Secondly, the pooro: tenants will have somethiuff 
valuable of their own, which by law may be made liable 
to distress, and help to pay their landlord's rent ; their 
corn aud cattle t)eing ahread^^ seized, and money a thing 
unknown. 

c 3 
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Tliirdly, wheveas the BM^teQaoce of a haated 
Uiousand childreo, from two yean <M aod upwards, eaor 
not be computed at less thai| ten shillings a piece per 
auoum, the Datioo*8 stock will be thereby iocreased-My 
thousand pounds per annum, beside the profit of a nflfv 
dish introduced to the tables of ail gentlemen of fortune 
In t^e kingdom, irlio iiave any refinement in taste. 
And the money will circulate among ourselves, die 
goods being entirely of our own growth and manulac; 
ture. 

Fourthly, tlie constant breeders, beside the gain of 
eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of their 
children, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them 
after the fii-st year. 

Fifthly, this food would likewise bring great custom 
to taverns r where the vintners will certainly be so pru- 
dent as to procure the best receipts for dressing it to 
perfection, and consequently have their houses frequentr 
ed by all the fine gentlemen, who justly value themr 
seTves upon theur knowledge in good eating : and a skil- 
ful cook, who understands how to oblige his guests, will 
<!onti'ive to make it as expensive as they please^ 

Sixthly, this would be a great inducement to mar^ 
riage, which all wise nations have either encouraged by 
rewards, or enforced by laws and penalties. It would 
increase the care and tenderness of mothers toward their 
childi:en, when they were sure of a settlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in some sort by tlie public, to 
their annual profit or expense. We should see aahonest 
emulation among the married women, which of them 
could bring the fattest child to the market. Men woul(j[ 
become as fond of their wives during the time of their 
pregnancy, as they are now of thexnares in foal, tlieiir 
cows in calf, their sows when they are ready to. iarrow 
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iiQr.«fer-tohMil.or]dekllieiD(a8ktoofif^qil€iit apno- 
tice).for fear of a Hiltcaniage. 

Maay othar adyaotages nd^t be eDumerated. For 
iaataoce) tbe additioo of some thomand carcanes ia 
oar ezfNMEtatioii of barrelled beef: the propagatioD of 
sirinea fledi, and impioFeraeiit io the art of makiiig 
good bacao, . so mueb wanted among us by the great 
deqlmetiott of (Hgs, too frequent at our table; which 
are no way con^parable in taste or magnificence to 
a well grown, fat, yearting dnld, which roasted 
whole will make a considerable figure at a lord 
mayor's (east, or any other public entertainment. — 
But this, and many others^ I omit, beli^ studious of 
brevity. 

Sa{]|»o|iQg that one thousand femilies in this city 
would.be constant customers for infants' flesh, beside 
otbenft'Who might have^ it at m«rry meetings, partlcu* 
larly at weddings and christenings, I oonipute that 
Dublin would take off annually about twenty thousand 
carcasses ; and the wAjoi the kingdom (where probably 
they will bescrfd somewhat cheaper) the remaining eigh-' 
ty thousand- 

I can think of no one objecdon, that will possibly be 
ra^ied against this proposal, uideas it should be uiged, 
that the number <tf people will be thereby much leisen- 
ed in the kingdom. This I fireely own, and it was in- 
deed Qoe prindpal design m offering it to the world. I 
d^e the reader will observe, that I calculate^my re- 
medy for this one iadividaal kingdom of Ireland, and 
for no other that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can be 
upon earth. Therefore let no man tklk to me of other 
expedients; of taxing our absentees at §Ye shillings a 
pound : of using neither clothes, nor household furni- 
ture, except what is of our own growth and manufac- 
ture : of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments, 
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tbftt |woHi«te Utmpk hae^ : of diHm; tM ^^EpcteMug; 
ness of pride, Tanitj, idleam, and BBSDbg In oiir iv«^ 
meD: <^ iirtroduckig a Veio off«ifeinidii|r»{»bdeaee, and 
t^mperaBee s rfiean^fiig to Jove our emmtryi ib Ae wafii 
t»f whkh we diS^^ aten frdm liAPtAiiDns, anddieli^ 
faabitaois of ToFiiiAikBoo : etqeatibii our a i fl moii fla a 
and faetiooaj oer actii^ day hmger Hke the \f ewi| wlKi 
were niiirderii^ one aaotfaer at the rtry mcMielitlAN^ 
' city was tflkeD ; of bei^ a litUe eawttMandt M ^i^ dir 
cottiiirjr aiid ooo^iboces fak ooDiiog ; of UsmMng Ifldd^ 
loi^ to have 'at least doe d^gRS of jmtey toward iJ^iHf 
tenaats : X^aatlj, of fmttiag a t^rit of htfaedfi it^ 
liustry, aad bKHI iftto our shopka^fb ; wito, if a 
reaolutioo could oow be taken to buy only our ot^ 
live goods^ would iiiinledialely unite Id cheat afid ex* 
act ufwn ufl hi the prke, the aieasitre^ $Xid the g^dd^ 
sess, apr could ever yet be hrouglit td make emi f^ 
proposal of just dealiog$ didugti oftea and earo^y in- 
vited to it« 

Tlieref$M« I repeat, kt uo mm talk to ibe of thCKf ad^ 
the like ei^iedieiits, till he has* at least sbme gllaii[)se iif 
hope, that there will ever be some hearty aod ^tt^^6tfea'^« 
tempt to put them hi poractice. 

B\x% as to myself, having beea weailiid ^Hit {6i 
oiaoy years with offering vain, idle, v&iohaiy thotighi^ 
aad at length utterly desjpairii^ of sti^cess, I fortu- 
nately fell upon this propiofsai: ; which, a^ it is whoUy 
new, so it has soniethihg solid and -real, of no expeiise 
and little trouble, full in our own pdifer, and when- 
1^ we can incur no dai^er fn dlsobli^ng Eni&tjX^. 
For tlds kind of commodity will not bear ^portatik^' 
the flesh being of too tender a consUteile^ to addik 
a long continuance inssdt, altbou^ perbdpsl could oaflteK 
a countiy, which would be |^d to eal up our whole inii« 
Han wkhotti it« 
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Pfmou as ta reject my offer propoied by wise .nxA^ 
wiucb «haU lie found equally iDQOGeBt,'ebeap, easy^ sad 
tfectMtL But before lomethtng of that kind^tiH'tte 
adraaced la contradiction to mj scheme, and offeriog a 
better, I dedre tbe^uithor or authors will be pleased ma- 
turely to consider two points. First, as things now stand, 
bow tfaey will be Me to find food and raiment for a hun- 
dred thousand ineless mouths and backs. And secondly, 
there being a round million of creatures in human figure 
throughout this kingdoni, whose whole subsistence put 
into a common stock would leave them in debt two mil- 
Boos of pounds sterling, adding those who are beggars 
by profession, to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and la- 
bomrers, with their wires and children, who are beggars 
in effi^ct ; I desire those politicians who disl&e my over- 
ture, and may perhaps be so bold as to attempt an an- 
swer, that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, 
wliether they would not at this day think it a great 
happiness to hare been sold for food at a year old, 
in the manner I prescribe, and thereby have avoid- 
ed such a perpetual scene of misfortunes, as they have 
nnce gone through, by the oppression of landlords, the 
Imposa^ity (^ Paying rent without money or trade, 
the want of common sustenance, with neither house 
nor dothes to cover Uiem from the inclemencies of 
the weath^, and the most inevitable prospect of en- 
taiUi^ the like, or greater miseries, upon their breed 
forever. 

I profess, in the sincerity of my heart, that I have 
not the least personal interest in endeavouring to pro- 
mote this necessary work, having no other motive than 
the puhHc good of my country, by advancing our 
trade, providing for infants, relieving the poor, and 
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gMjog some pleasure to the rich. I have no chil- 
dren, b7*«rhich I can propose to get a single penny; 
the youngest being nine years old, and my viite past 
ehildbearing. ^ 
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TO MESSRS. TEU£MAN AND LAYFIELD. 
OBNTLIUfEVy 

I AK indiQed to think that I received a letter from 
you two^ last 8uiiuner» directed to DahUiii while I wad la 
the couotiy, whither it uras seot me : aad I ordered an 
answer to it to be printed ; but, it seenvs^ it had little 
effect, and I suppose this wiU not have much more. But 
" the heart of this people is waxed g^Qf^ and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed." 
And, gentlemen, I am to tell you another thing ; that the 
world is too regardless of what we write for public good $ 
that after we haye delivered our thoughts, without any 
prospect of advantage, or pf reputation, which latter » 
not to be h^d but by subscribing our names, we cannot 
prevail upon a printer to be at the chaige of sending it 
into the world, uniess we will be at all (n: half the.e^^ense ; 
and although we are willing enough to bestow our Isr 
hours, we think it unreasonable to be out of pocket ; be- 
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caose it pfobably may not consist with the rftuttfon cf 
our afilrfrs. 

I do very mncb^ttf^flrdve ydii^ ^6od ioteDtions, and in 
a great measure, your manner of declaring theni ; and I 
do imagine you intended that the wotld should not only 
know your sentiments, but my answer, which I shall im- 
partially give. 

That great prelate, in whose cover you directed your 
letter, sent it to me in theraorMog; and I begin my aib 
8W^ to night, not knowing what interruptions I may meet 
with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed, as it ought 
to be, along with my answer ;'4>ecause I conceive it will 
be mcnre acceptable and infcmning to the kingdom. 

I shaH therefore now go 0n to answer your letter la 
aU manner of siocmty. 

AlthoOghydurMler be AAir^tM to me, y^t I take 
myself to be only an imaginary person ; for, although I 
conjecture I had formerly one from you, yet ItieVer aii> 
fimeditrotliieni^'&to in pri neither was I lit % loss 
to kMw the r«asisns %h^- soPtifialy>peo|^le of ihid kihgd}^ 
w«re tnmsp<N:^ thetn^V^s to America. 'Ai)d if tlits 
eoimM^tfient weipe^^i^ to « pamphlet^rftt^n, j^Mhg 
ao ^o^Dttiit of th^ ^66«[kU7 of FeitD^vania, to t^t^pt ^'^ 
|^nt> go ithfthier; I '^ dt^dhore, ihbt those %hb ii^^te 
tet^fted, >by siiA^ b tra^ative, ■ to ' such ^ Joui^dy, V^ 
IbMs, ^mad Hw mbbt almost impudent knave ; 'it least, 
if1t1toe'Uie^i«ttef«M(ph1et f 'sa# trhenit flrdt'cain^ oiit, 
iri*3h:iaisib6y«tf#«%^)^yeto'a^, dedl<^^ 
MttiiMnfi (whom %y?ft'li&tiike ydu eafl «'Slr ^W^iM 
tm^ >ahd i^^fShgVim by ^thofity (if the S<frf[it(^ 
•* iwst «^l© g^^vWdbr.'* *6r I Wte Very%ell ^ciiiiifnt- 
ei lMi^9lsfeAi, and ^,'iM^e'ip^toiM:^, talk ^tb Kiiii 
aiM>aiit fNM^n^t, Mnd ^the ittip<^dei}c6 6f the author, 
Urtio spioke ^ dtatty tUidgs in prai^ 6f this soO aiid di> 
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Bipte» vhxch P.«nn Jumsell^did ^absplutetyi^^tiiM^i^ 
For lie didf^s^ure me, '' Xbatvtbis^xwDtrjiiHiaM^he 
shelter of :0[mifltAio% ii^|2lchJeftit4>pen tatli^ aofibfim 
viods^frpm HudsQQ'a B^j^ and ibe.Fr«e^o 8«ait>irinGli 
d^tr^TTcd .all plaolatiofia^f tJ^eeB^^flau} was eyon^pfmi- 
ciousto.alk.jpoinAKm.T^getahkg." But, indeed,, liciw- 
Tork, Yirgiuia, aod othec jaarts lessnosti^wasdj <xp:mime 
defcqded by nKHuHaiiui^are described as #JKel)eiit oMMt- 
4ri^; ^ut.;,upQo wliat con(tiUQO»(>f Bd?00(^gQfei^^ 
(Qihkher„I am yet to seek. 

What evils our people avoid by ruoaiDg from^beaeey 
is ^Bfkt to-be determined. Xbey conceive d^emfives 
tOtlivAMiider the tyjauuy.^ most cviel ii^aqpcli^ liAd- 
kuds, vbo hav« do yiejRs iar^vpr. than, inerioaio^^tbair 
ic^-rolk. Secoiwlly, You cotnplaia of (berwaottolli^iirlf, 
nhercvof you seem uot to.koaw Abe .t^amQ^ Thifld^ 
Toil kui(ieQtt«i09t justly the iBeoey>f|^t)^'Abi9QliM4Q 
£pi^d. Fouinhly, You cwf^s^u that jmt. Umu 
naimfaciurededioes. Fifthly, Thaty-our dAe-fioU^o* 
^CMpi^eflB^fw. SiictMy, That ymur ohMdv^have m 
hapes of pvefermefit in the church, ihe^faveiaie^orike 
BBiy ; ' to.vhidi y^a m.ight baveadded Iheh^^^aud^ 
civ^^eraplo^rm^Qts.^ttaoever. SeveslUy, Ymjtmeimt 
doae for jii;anto(aUFer, a^d want aEotberinooi^* 

I ^i|ld easily add «onie other 0iotive%>«iiich,; to tBtis 
of spvit, who desure and expect, and think they deaewe 
the c<VBflion (Hriviii^gaa of hoMO .ostlui^ wottU j)e of 
«are Ibroe thaii.4^ jrou have yettMaued,. U^dd^^Am^ 
out :of Aia kingdom. But, «a Iheaettptculatifflw U^ 
poMlBiij not muisfa aieot the INriana^'yeiir paofAe^ il 
shaU oh)0(ife .to let ibcw^pasa^inmapliMied. Yet,l>ite«^ 
aai iwt obaarvfi, ibat j«9F^iei(y tgoadmd iatlJiMm4nmi$ 

•jtaWtbeBii^porSaliilNiry. (L , 
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lias not hitherto' been able to persuade his vassals, by his 
onttorj in the style of a commaDder, to settle a revenue 
OD his viceroy al person. I have been likewise assured, 
that in one of those colonies on the continent, which na- 
ture has so iar favoured, as (by the industry of the inha- 
bttaots) to produce a great quantity of excellent rice, the 
rtubbom people, having been told that the world was 
wide, took it into their heads that they might sell their 
own rice at whatever foreign market they pleased, and 
seem, by their practice, very unwilling to quit that 
opinion. 

But, to return to my subject : I must confess to you 
both, that if one reason of your people's deserting us, be, 
the despair of thii^ growing better in their own country, 
I have not one syllable to answer ; because that would 
be ta hope for what is impossible ; and so I have been 
telHiig the public tbe^e ten years. For there are three 
events which must precede any such blessing : First, a 
liberty of trade ; secondly, a share of preferments in aB 
kinds, equal to the British natives ; and thirdly, a return 
of those absentees, who take away almost one half of the 
kingdom's revenue. As to the first and second, there is 
oothiag left us but despair; and for the third, it will 
never fai^pen till the kingdom has no money to send 
them, for which, in my own particular, I shall not be 
scnxy. 

The exaction of landlords has indeed been a grievance 
oi flibove twenty years standing. But, as to what you ol> 
jeet dlxnit the severe clauses relating to the improvement, 
the fault lies wfai^ly on the other side : for,> the landlords^ 
either by their ignorance or greediness of making 1^'ge 
leot-rolk, have performed this matter so ill, asive see by 
wpmAeoB^ that there k not one tenant in five hundred^ 
who has made any improvement worth mentioning : for 
which I a|q>eal to any man who rides through the king- 
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dom, where little is to be found among the teoaots but 
beggary and desolation ; the cabins of the So9tcb them* * 
aelves in Ulster, bdng.a8 dirty and miserable as those of 
the wildest Irish. Whereas good firm p^nal dauses for 
improvement, with a tolerable ea^ rent,, and a reasona- 
ble period of time> would, in twentj yeara^ have increas* 
ed the rents of Ireland at least a third part of the intrin- 
nc value. 

I am glad fo hear you ipeak with some decency of the 
clergy, and to impute the exactions you Isonent to the 
managers or farmers of the tithes. But you entirely 
mistake the fact : for I defy the most widted, and the 
most powerful clergyman in the kingdom, to cypress the 
meanest farmer in the parish ; and I defy the same dep- 
gyman to prevent himself from being cheated by the 
same farmer, whenever that farmer shall be disposed to 
be knavish or peevish. For, although the. Ulster tithing- 
teller is more advantageous to die cleigy, than any other 
in the kingdom, yet the minister can demand no more 
than his tenth ; and where the corn much exceeds the 
small tithes, as, except in some districts, I am lold it al« 
ways does, he is at the mercy of every stubborn fflsrinar, 
eq[>edally of those, whose sect as weU as interest hidi&e 
thsm to (^positioo. However, I tid^e it that your peo* 
^ bent for America, do not show the best side of thdr 
prudence, in making this one part of their complaintt 
yet they are so fur wise, as not to make the payoMOi of 
tithes a scruple of consdence, wbidi is too gross for any 
protestant dissenter, except a >quaker, to pvet^Eid. But 
do your people indeed think, that if tithes were abdish- 
ed, or ddivered into the hands of the landlotcl, afler the 
blessed manner in the Scotch spiritual eooBomy, the te*> 
naot would sit easier in his rent under the smbo penon, 
vhomustbe l(Mrd of the soil and d* the tithe together? 
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f am reR*)^encRi^ to |!;ratrt, tb^t the opprearfon o^ 
^ Istidlor^, di^ utter Mtfn 'of trade, withr ltd necessaiy coii- 
seqa^iees, tli^ irant of money, hilf the reremlies of the 
IStagdom'spefrt- Abroad; Hbe contintfed dearth of thi^e 
yeafa^-'and fhe* stiym^ dehxsion in' your 'people by' 'fkte^ 
aHurefnent' from America; may be thi' chief motivei^ 
of -th^^»«:erRe8Si after 'such an e^q)edition. But, Ihe^ 
i» liltewise anotlier temptation, which is not of incoli^l-' 
dii»tiWe'We^ht>; nrhich 1^ ibkk itch of llvfbg In a cotuh 
try wh^r^ ttieir «eot is predominant, and where their' 
eye» «nd *onscieof eswiU* not be offtoded by the stum-' 
bltD^Mdcfc -of 'Ceremonies; habits, and spiritual titled. 
Bctt i was vMvprised tb-find thatthode cahmtties, wbet^' 
of. «re wreHttmocent; fairrebeen'saffideot to drive many 
famine^ out'ef^elrxountry, who had no reason to com* 
plaiB' of ^oppressive' landlords; For, while I was last 
year In'thc^fiorthehi parts, a person of quality, whose es* 
tate-'was let above twenty years tigo, and then at a very 
reasonabfevent^ some fof leases t)f lives, and tome perpe- 
tuities, did^ in 8 few months, purchase eleven of those 
leases at t very inconsiderable' price, although they Were 
twioyeara «gO"recketaed to pay but half value.' Whence 
ftlsManlfe^tlisft our present miseraMe condition, and 
themllsm^ prospect^ worse, with other reasons above 
assigned, are snffitfent to put men upon trying this des- 
perate experiment, lof lihengitig the scene they are in, 
iMlM^h<.landft9rd8'riM>iild, by a mh-acle, become less in- 
tniman* 

There is hattHy a scheme proposed for improving the 
trade>tof thid kingdom, which does not manifestly shoir 
the «tuf^ity and ^norance of the proposer r and I laugh 
wKhi^iiiSMilempCat those weak wise heads, who proceed 
upon general* maxims^ or advise us to follow the exam- 
ples of -RoHand and England. These empirics talk by 
rot^ without understanding the constitution of the king- 



ted Billed to health^ sho|i1|#{ffe8^bfl to btepiklln^ luidcs 
B severe (it of the gout, to walk ten miles everj^ 4D0i»i 
iDgM Tbe,,directioD« for. Ir^qd. M^'*seKyv abort amd 
plain; to encoura^;^! agricultu^ and .h^iQir'CQOttttiipcieii^ 
and, utterly dlsQ^rd ^all mpwiBllWi^ vliidi sre^noiobio* 
lutely necei^afj: for hef^lthif^. lifer: Awlbojrfew.nesoi* 
saries, conxeniqnciesior ,^v€n>cc^l9rtiio£ltfei>ai!e deniad 
us bj, naturie, or jiot to be ^t^^)e4 Vy tebpnrjaodUida^ 
try ! Are those detestable extravagancies of iFlandem^ 
lac^ ^pgtisbt cloths ma^e^^fOur pwosfrool^aod. other 
goods. liali^p pr IndisQ silks, tem aofB^tifilm^iah^ di»») 
naware, and that .profi^sion ;of .wii]|es»jj^ theJuniTerffi^if/ 
merchants) growipg.dear^, ev^efjiseaaoQ; wStb :a hvah* 
dred unnecessary fopperie% b^H^r^kopnOito othets tham^ 
me; are thei^ I si^^fitfoviU^j^.l^nyi more Uian for the> 
beggfiT'T^ho could pot eat.biSjTeal without oiaogta?^ I8> 
it not the highest ind^nit; tOihiuyaOinatun^.tbail racft- 
should be such poltroons, as to suffer the kingdom and 
theiQsel^es.to be^undpne, by th^ vanity, the>ibtly,>the 
pride^^an^ wantonness of th^ir-wiv^ wbo^iiind^ tb«lr^ 
present corruptions, seem to be. a ki^of ^anioMlinffeted) 
for our sins, to be sent into the wcar)d foe the,de«ly«ic^oi^' 
of families^ societies, and kii^dom y and whoso .whole- 
study .seems dircicted to be, as expensiF«. as tlwy^ poialbfy 
can^. in every useless ar^de ;pf ]^v:iog ; who, .by loog 
practice, can recpnci)^ the, rnqstpefniQioosiibveigD drugs 
to Uieir health and pleasure, provided they are but «x* 
pensive^ as starlioigaj^w fat with henbao^; who con- 
tract a robustness by mere practice pf s?otfa and hoBiiryj 
who ^an |day, deep, several houi^^^t^ midn^ht,: sleop 
beyond noon, i-evel upon I^iao ppisfws,. and ^^tead^tho 
i^veoues of a moderate family, to adorn a nauseous, im^ 
wholesome livii^ carcass? Let those t^w who are aot 
c0bcemed in any part of this aocusation, suppose k un^ 
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Hod; let the rest take it amotig them. Gracious (Qod, 
Id Iftt niefey, look down upon a nation so shamefully 
besotted! 

' If I am poflsessed of a hundred pounds a year, and by 
some misfortune it sinks to fifty, without a possibility of 
ever being retrieved ; does it remain a question, in such 
an exi^ncy, what I am to do ? must not I retrench one 
half in every article of expense ? or retire to some 
obeap, distant part of the country, where necessaries are 
at half iralue f 

Is there any mortal who can show me, under the cir- 
cumstanced we stand with our neightmurs, under theii- in- 
cUuations toward us, under laws never to be repealed, 
under the desolation caused by absentees, under many 
other circumstances not to be mentioned, that this king- 
dom can ever be a nation of trade, or subsist by any 
other. method than that of a reduced family^ by the ut- 
most parsimony, io the manner I have already pre- 
served? 

I am tired with letters from many unreasonable well 
meaning people, who are daily pressing me to deliver 
my thoughts in this deplorable juncture ; which, upon 
many others, I have so often done in vain. What will 
it import, that half a score people in a coffee-house, may 
happen to read this paper, and even the majority of those 
few, diffiir in every sentiment from me ? If the farmer 
be not allowed to sow his com, if half the little money 
among us be sent to pay rents to Irish absentees, and the 
rest lor foreign luxury and dress for the women, what 
will our charitable dispositions avail, when there is 
nc^iag left to be given ? when, contrary to all custom 
and example, all necessaries of life are so exorbitaut, 
when money of alt kinds was never known to be so 
scarce ; so that gentlemen of no contemptible estates, are 
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toced to retrench in every article (except what relates 
to their wives) without being able to show way hmnif 
to the poor ? 



ANSWER TO SEVERAL LETTERS SENT 
FROM UNKNOWN HANDS. 1729. 

I AM very well pleased with the good opioioD you 
express of me ; and wish it were aoy way in ray power 
to answer your expectations, for the service of my coun- 
txy. I have carefully read your several schemes- and 
proposals, which you tiiink should be offln-ed to the par- 
liaraent In answer, I will assure you, that in another 
place, I have known very good {nroposak rejected with 
contempt by public assemblies, merely because they were 
offered from without doors; and yours perhaps might 
have the same fate, especially if handed to the public by 
me, who am not acquainted with three mendlierB, nor 
hav^ the least interest with one. My printers have been 
twice prosecuted, to my great expense, on account of 
discourses I writ for &e public service, without the least 
reflection on parties or persons; and the success I had 
io those of the Drapier, was not owing to my abiUtief^ 
but to a lucky juncture^ when the fiiel wasready for the 
first hand that would be at the pains of kindling it It 
is true, both those envenomed prosecutions were tfi9 
workmanship of a judge, who is now gone to his mvn 
place. But, let that be as it will, I am determined, 
iKDceibrth, never to be the instrument of leaving an in* 
Docent man at the mercy of that bench. 

It is certain there are several particukrs relating to 
this kingdom, (I have mentioned a few of them in one of 
my Drapier's letters) which it were heartily to be wish- 

TOL. XIII* D 
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ed that the parliament wauld take uoder their considera- 
tioQ, such as will do way liUerfere with Eogland, other- 
wise than to its advantage. 

The first I shall mention, is touched at in a letter 
which I received from one of you, gentlemen, about the 
highways ; which, indeed, are almost every where scan- 
dalously neglected. I know a very rich man in this city, 
a true lover and saver of his money, who^ being possess- 
ed of some adjacent lands, has been at great charge in 
repairing elTectually the roads that lead to them ; and 
has assured me, that his landa are thereby advanced four 
or five shillings an acre, by which he gets ti*eble interest. 
But, generally speaking, all over the kingdom, the roads 
are deplorable ; and what is more particularly barbarous, 
/ there is no sort of provision made for travellers on foot ; 
no, not near the city, except in a very few places, and 
in a most wretched manner : whereas the English are so 
particularly careful in this point, that you may travel 
there a hundred miles with less inconvenience than oue 
mile here. But, since this may be thought too great a 
reformation, I shall only speak of roads for horses, car- 
riages, and cattle. 

Ireland is, I think, computed to be one third smaller 
than England ; yet, by some natural disadvantages^ it 
would not bear quite the same proportion in value, with 
the same encouragement. However, it has so happen- 
ed» for many years past, that it never arrived to abov^ 
one eleventh part iu point of riches ; and of late, by .the 
continual decrease of trade, and increase of absentees, 
with other circumstances not here to be mentioned, hard- 
ly to a fifteenth part ; at leasts if my calculations be 
right, which I doubt are a little too favourable on our 
side. 

r^ow^ supposing day labour to be cheaper by one half 
berc than in England, and our roads, \fj jlie nature of 
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#nr carriages and the desolatioa of our country, to be 
not worn and beaten above one eighth part so much as 
those of England, whkh Is a very moderate computa- 
tion : I do not see why the mending of them would be a 
greater burden to this kingdom, than to tliat. 

There have been, I believe, twenty acts of parliament, 
in six or seven years of the late king, for mending long 
tracts of impassable ways in several counties of Eng- 
land, by erecting turnpikes, and receiving passage m(^ 
ney in a manner that every body knows. If what I 
have advanced be' true, it would be hard to give a rea* 
8on against the same practice here ; since the necessity 
is as great, the advantage, in proportion, perhaps much 
greater, the materials of stone aod gravel as easy to be 
found, and the workmanship at least twice as cheap. 
Besides, the work may be done gradually, with allow- 
ances for the poverty of the nation, by so many perch d 
year ; but with a special care to encourage skill and 
diligence, and to prevent fraud in the undertakers, to 
which we are too liable, tfnd which are not always con- 
fined to those of the meaner sort : but against these, 
no doubt, the wisdom of the nation may, and will 
provide. 

Another evil, which, in my opinion, deserves the pub- 
lic care, is the ill management of the bogs ; the neglect 
whereof is a much greater mischief to this kingdom than 
most people seem to be aware of. 

It is allowed indeed, by those who are esteemed most 
skilful in such matters, that the red swelling mossy bog, 
whereof we ha^e so many large tracts in this island, h not 
by any means to be fully reduced, bnt the skirts, which 
are covered with a green coat, easily may, being net ac- 
cretion, or annual growth of moss, like the other. 

Now, the landlords are generally so careless as to suf- 
fer their tenants to cut their turf in these skirts, as well 
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as the bog adjoined; whereby there is jearlj lost acoo- 
siderable quantitjof land throughout the kiogdooi, nevar 
to be recovered. 

But this is not the greatest part of the mischief : for 
the main bog, although perhaps not reducible to natursA 
soil ; yet, by contiuuiog large, deep, straight canals 
through the middle, cleaned at proper times, as low as 
the channd or gravel, would become secure summer 
pasture; the margins mi^t, with great profit and oma^ 
ment, be filled with quickins, birch^ and other trees pro- 
per for such a soil,' and the canals be convenient for wa- 
ter carriage of the turf, which is now drawn upon sled 
cars with great expense, difitcultj, and loss of time, hy 
reason of the many turf-pits scattered irregularly through 
the bog, wherein great numbers of cattle are yeaily 
drowned. And it has been, I confess, to me a matter 
of the greatest vexation^ as well as wonder, to think how 
any landlord could be so a|;)surd as to sutler such havoc 
to be made. 

All the acts for Encouraging plantations of forest 
trees are, I am told, extremely defective; which, with 
^reat submission, must have been owiiig to a defect of 
skill in the contrivers of them. In this climate, by tt» 
continual blowing of Ute west-south-west wind, hardly 
any tree of value will come to perfection that is not 
planted in groves, except very rarely, and where there 
is much land-shelter. I have not, indeed, read all the 
acts ; but from inquury, I cannot learn that the planting 
in groves is enjoined. And as to tlie effects of these lawsi, 
I have not seen the least, in many hundred miles riding, 
except about a very few gentlemen's houses, and evea 
those with very little skill or success. In all the rest, 
the hedges generally mkcarry, as well as ^e, lai^r 
«lender twigs planted upon the tops of ditches, merely 
for want of common dcill and care. 
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I do not believe that a greater and quicker profit 

could be made, than by plantiog large groves of ash, a 

few feet asunder, wliich in seven years would make the 

best kind of hop poles, and groir in the same or less time, 

o a second crop from their roots. 

It would likewise be of great use and beauty tn our 
desert scenes^ to oblige cottagers to plant ash or elm 
before their cabins, and round their potatoe gardens, 
where cattle either do not or ought not to come to de* 
stroy them. 

The common objection against all this, drawn irom 
the laziness^ the perverseness, or thievish disposition, -of 
the poor native Trish, might be easily answered, by 
showing the true reasons for such accusations, and how 
easily those people may be brought to a less savage 
manner of life : but my printers have already suffered 
too much for n^ speculations. However, supposing the 
size of a native's understanditig just equal to that of a 
dog or a horse, I have often seen those two auimfils 
civilized by rewards, at least as much as by punish- 
ments. 

It would be a noble achievement to abolish the Irish 
language in this kingdom, so far at least as to oblige all 
the natives to speak only English, on every occasion of 
lousiness, in shops, markets, fairs, and other places of deal- 
ing : yet I am wholly deceived, if this might not h6 
effectually done in less than half an age, and at a very 
trifling expense ; for such I look upon a tax to be of 
only six thousand pounds a year, to accomplish so great 
a work. Tfus would, in a great measure, civilize the 
most barbarous among them, reconcile them to our cus- 
toms and manner of living, and reduce great numbers to 
the national teligfon, whatever kind may then happen 
to be established. The method is plain and simple 
«nd al^ough I am tbo desponding to produce it, yet I 
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'Could heartily viah seme puMic thoughts were enplojei 
to reduce this uncultivated people from that idle, sa- 
rage, beastlj, thievish maoner of life, in which they coio- 
tinue sunk to such a degree, that it is almost impossible 
for a country gentleman to find a servant of human ca- 
pacity, or the least tincture of natural honesty, or who 
does not live among his own tenants in continual fear of 
having his plantations destroyed, his cattle stolen, and 
his goods pilfered. 

The love, affection, or vanity of living in England^ 
continuing to carry thither so many weahhy familiel, 
l^he consequences thereof, together with the utter load of 
all trade, except what if detrimental, which has folced 
such great numbers of weavers, and others, to seek their 
bread in foreign countiles ; the unhappy practtte of 
stocking such vast quaDtitles of land xfith sheep and 
other cattfc, which reduces twenty families to one : these 
events, I say, have exceedingly depopulated this king- 
<loni for several yeai-s past. I should heartily wigh» 
therefore, under this miserable dearth of money, that 
those who are most concerned would think it advisable 
to save a hundred thousand pounds a year, which is now 
sent out of this kingdom, to feed us with com. There 
is not an older or more uncontroverted maxim in the 
politics of all wise nations, than that of encouraging agri- 
culture. And tiierefore, to what kind of wisdom a 
practice so directly contrary among us may be reduced, 
I am by no means a judge. If labour and people make 
the true riches of a nation, what must be the issue, 
where one part of the people are forced away, and the 
other have nothing to do ? 

If it should be thought proper by wiser heads, that 
his majesty might be applied to in a national way, for 
giving the kingdom leave to coin halfpence, for its own 
use ] I believe no good subject will be under the least 
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tqpprelieDsioa that such a reqiief t could meet with relii^ 
■sal, or the least ilelay. Perhaps we are the onlj kiog- 
4ebi upoD earth, or that ever was or will be upoa earthy 
which did aot enjoy tliat cornmoii right of civil society, 
fiiider the proper inspectiou of its prince or legislature^ 
to coin money of all usual metals for its own occasioo. 
Every petty prince iu Germany, vassal to the emperor, 
eojoys this privilege. And I have seen in this kingdom 
several silver pieces, with the inscription of civitas 
WArMKjfOKO^ DAOGUBDAOH^ and otbcr towns. 



( n ) 



VINDICATION 

OF HIS 

EXCELLENCY JOHN LORD CARTERET. 
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CJIURCHMEN^ AND JACOBITES. 

1 730: 



In ord^ to treat thb iniportaot subject with the great- 
eai fairoess and impartialitj, perhaps it may be coave- 
nieat to give some account of his excellency; in whose 
Hfe and character there are certain particulars which 
might give a very just suspicion of some truth in the ac« 
cusation he lies under. 

He is descended from two noble, ancient, and most 
loyal families, the Carterets, and the Granville: too 
much distinguished, I confess, for what they acted, and 
what they suflTered in defending the former constitutioD 
in church and state, under King Charles the martyr ; I 
mean that very prince, on account of whose mar^rdom 
a form of prayer, with fasting, was enjoined by act of 
parliameot to be used on the 30th day of January every 
year, to implore the mercies of God, that the guilt of 
that sacred and innocent blood, might not be visited ob 
us or our posterity; as we may read at laige.in our 
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CoBHBOQ Pkray^ Books ; whk^ day has been sf^mnl j 
kept, even withia the memory of many men dow alive. 

SSs excellency, the present lord, was educated hi the 
mdvenity of Oxford ; from whence, with a singularity 
scarce to be justifted, he carried away more Greek, La- 
tin, and philosophy, than properiy became a person of 
his rank ; indeed mnch more of each, than most of those 
who are forced to live by their learning, will be at the 
unnecessary pains to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he split on, upon his first appear- 
ance in the world, and having just got clear of his guar- 
dians. For, as soon as he came to town, some bishops 
and ^ergymen, and other persons most eminent for 
lieaniii^ and parts, got bim among them ; from whom, 
afthough be were fortunately dragged by a lady and 
the court, yet he could never wipe off the stain, nor wash 
out the tincture of his university acquirements and dis* 
positions* 

To this another misfortune was added, that it pleased 
God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
judgment, comprehension, efoquenee, and wit : and, to 
innh the work, all these were fortified even in his youth 
with the advantages received by such employments, as 
are best fitted both to exercke and polish the gifts of 
nature and education, having been ambassador in seve- 
ral courts, whenhfe age would hardly allow him to take 
a degree ; and made principal secretary of state, at a 
period, when, according^ to custom, he ought to have 
been busied in losing his money at a chocolate-house, 
or in other anmseroents, equally laudable and epidemk,. 
among persons of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak side in hb exeellency.^ 

For it is known, and can be proved upon Um, that 

€Hreek and Latin books might be found every day. in 

Us dresring room, if it were carefully seaiohedf and 

n % 
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there is reasoo to suspect, that some of the stdd boob 
have been privately conveyed to him bj tory bands.. 
I am likewise assured, that he has been takea in the 
very fact of reading the said books, ev^n in the imdst of 
a session, to the great n^lect of public aflairs. 

I o\in, there may be some grounds for this chaise; 
because I have it from good hands, that when his ex- 
cellency is at dinner with one or two scholars at hia 
elbows, he grows a most insupportable and unintelli- 
gible companion^ to all the fine gentlemen round the 
table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under another 
very great disadvantage* For, with all the accomplish* 
ments above mentioned^ adding that of a most comiely 
and graceful person, and duiiug the prime of youth, 
spirits, and vigour, he has in a most uoexemplar}'^ mao* 
ner led a regular domestic life ; discoveis a great esteeiUp 
alad friendship, and love for his lady, as well as true 
affection for his children ; and when he is disposed to 
admit an entertaining evening companion, he does iiot 
always enough reflect, whether the person may poB* 
sibly in former days have lain under the imputation oC 
atory; nor at such times do the natural, or affected 
. fears of.popeiy and the pretender, make any part of 
tlie conversation: I presume, because neither Horner^ 
Plato, Aristotle, nor Cicero, have made any mentioa of 
them. 

These I freely acknowlec^e to be bis excellency's 
failings: yet, I think it is agreed by philosophen and 
divioes, that some allowance ought to be given to hu- 
man infirmity, and to the prejudices of a wrong educa- 
tion* 

I am well aware, how much my sentiments differ 
from the orthodox opinions of one or two principal pft- 
tript?, 9t the head of whom I name with honour f isto^ 
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tides ; for tbese have decided the matter directlj ajE^ngt 
me, by declaring, that no person, ivho iras ever known 
to lie under the suspicion of one tdogle tory principle, or 
vho had been once seen at a great man's levee in the 
worst of tiroes,* should be allowed to come within the 
verge of the castle; much less to bow in theanticham- 
ber, appear at the assemblies, or dance at a birihnight. 
Aowever, I dare assert that this maxim has been often 
controlled; and that on the contrary, a considerable 
number of early penitents have been received into grace, 
vho are now an ornament, happiness, and support to tlte 
nation. 

Keitber do I find any murmuring on some other points 
«if greater importance, where this favourite maxim is 
not so strictly observed. 

To instance only in one. I have not heard that any 
care has hitherto been taken to discover whether madam 
Violantef be a whig or toiy in her principles; or even 
that she has ever been offei^d the oaths to the govern- 
ment : on the contrary, I am told that she o|)enly pro- 
fesses lieraelf to be a highflyer ; and it is not improbable, 
by her outlandidi name, she may also be a papist in her 
heart; yet we see this illustrious and dangerous female, 
openly caressed by principal persons of both parties ; 
who contribute to support her in a splendid manner, 
without die least apprehensions from a grand jury, or 
even from squire Hartley Hucheson himself, that zealous 
prosecutor of hawkers and libels. And, as Hobbes 
wisely observes, so much money being equivalent to so 
much power, it may deserve considering, with what 
safety such an instrument of power ou^t to be trusted 

• Thft four last years of Qaeen Anne, "when Lord Chiford wat 
■Mfter, were so eaUed hf the wbigs. H. 
t A f<uuou8 Italian rope dancer. H. 
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fa the hands of an alien, who has aot given any kfpi 
securitj for her good affection to the government. 

I confess, there is one evil \Fhich I could wish our 
friends would think proper to redress. There are many 
whigs in this kingdom of the old fashioned stamp, oi 
whom we might make very good use. They bear the 
same loyalty with us to the Hanoverian family, io the 
person of King George the lid ; the same abhorrence 
of the pretender, with the consequences of popery and 
slavery ; and the same indulgence ta tender consciences : 
but having nothing to ask for themselves, and therefore 
the more leisure to think for the public, they are often 
apt to entertain feai-s, and melancholy prospects, con- 
cerning the state of tlieir country, the decay of trade, 
the want of money, the miserable condition of the 
people, with other topics of the like nature ; all which 
do equally concern both whig and tory ; who^ if tbey^ 
have any thing to lose, must be equally sufTerers. Per* 
haps, one or two of these melancholy gentlemen will ^ 
sometimes venture to publish their thought in print : 
now I can by no means approve our usual custom of 
cursing and railing at this species of thinkers, under the 
names of tories, Jacobites, papists, libellers, rebels, and 
the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, bust- 
hog, well meaning mortal Fistorides; who lies equally 
i^ider the contempl; of botli parties ; with no other diff 
ference than a mixture of pity on one side, .and of aver*' 
sion on the other. 

How has he been pelted, pestered, and pounded by: 
one single wag, who promises never to forsake him, 
living or dead ! 

I was much pleased with the huimmr of a surgeon in 
this town ; who having, in his Qwn apprehensioQ, rec^ved 
^me great injustice from the Earlof Galway, asdde- 
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spiBliIng of revenge as well aa relief declared to all his 
friends, that he had set apart one hundred guineas ta 
pavebase the eari's carcass from the sexton, whenever it 
should die, to make a skeleton of the bones, stuff the 
hide, and show them for threepence ; and thus get veu- 
geance for the injuries be had suffered by its owner. 

Of the like s^xk too o£ben is that implacable race of 
wiis : against whom there is no defence but innocence 
and philosophj, neiUier of which is likely to be at 
hand; and therefore the wounded have no where to fly 
for a cure, but to downright stupidity, a crazed head, or 
a profligate contempt of guilt and shame. 

I am therefore sorry for that other miserable creature 
Traulus; who, although of somewhat a different species, 
yet seems very far to outdo even the genius of Fistori- 
des, 10 that raisGarrpng talent of railing without conust* 
ency cue discretion, agaiast the most innocent persons, 
according to the present situation of bis gall and spleen. 
I do not blane an honest gentleman, for the bitterest in- 
vectives against one, to whom he professes the greatest 
friendship, provided he acts in the dark so as not to be 
discovered: but in the midst of caresses, visits, and in- 
vitations, to run into the streets, or to as public a place, 
and without the least pretended incitement, sputter out 
the basest and falsest accusations, then to wipe his 
rooulh, come up smiling to his friend, shake him by the 
hand, and tell him in a whisper it was all for his service : 
this proceeding I am bold to think a great failure io 
prudence : and I am afraid lest such a practitioner, with 
a body so open, so foul, and so full of sores, may fall uu- 
d^ the resentment of an incensed political surgeon, wh» 
is not in much renown for his mercy, upon great provo- 
cations: who, without waiting for his death, will flay 
aod dissect him alive ; and to the view of mankind lay 
«pea all the disordered cells of his brain, the venom of 
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bk tongue, the corraption oi his Iieart, and spots and 
flatuses of his spleen : and all this for thireepenGC. 

In such a case what a scene would be laid <^n! and, 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our mistaking 
friend might an angry ieuemj draw and expose ! particu- 
larizing that unnatural conjunction of vioes and MHeSf 
so inconsistent with each other in the same breast: 
furious and fawning, scurrilous and fiatteribg, cowardly 
and provoking, insolent and abject ; most profligately 
tilse, with the strongest professions of sincerity; positive 
and variable, tyrannical and slavish. 

I apprehend, that if all this should be set out to the 
world, by an angry whig of the old stamp, the unavoida- 
ble consequence must be, a confinement of our friend for 
some months more to his garret; and thereby depriving 
the public for so long a time, and in so impoHant a junc« 
ture, of his useful talents in their semce, while he is fed 
Hke a wild beast thi-ongh a hole ; but I hope with a 6pe- 
eial regard to the quantity and quality of his nourish* 
ment 

In vain would his excuse rs endeavour to palliate bk 
enormities, by imputiog them to madness; because it is 
well known, that madness only operates by inflaming and 
enlaiging the good or evil dispositions of the mind. For' 
the curators of Bedlam assure us, that some hmatics are 
persons of honour, truth, benevolence, and many other 
virtues, which appear in their highest ravings, although 
afier a wild incoherent manner; while others, on the 
contrary, discover in every word and action, the utmost 
baseness and depravity of human minds ; which inft^bly 
they possessed in the same degree, although perhaps un- 
der a better relation, before their entrance into that 
academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an aigument of 
inudi force, to excuse the overflowiogB of that zca^ 
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nt^AA our friend shows or means for our caine. Aod it 
must be coofeseed, that the easy aod smooth fluency of 
bis elocutioD, be^oired on hira hj nature, aod cultivated 
by cootimiai practice, added to the comeliness of his per* 
80% Uie harmony of his voice, the gracefulness of bia 
manner, and the decency of his dress, are temptatioor 
too strong for auch a genuis to resist, upon any public 
occanon of nuj^ing them appear with universal applause. 
And if good men are sometimes accused of loving thdr 
jest better, than their friend ; surely to gain the reputa- 
tion of the first orator in tbe kingdom, no roan af spirit 
would scruple to lose all the friends he had in the 
world. 

It is usual for meters to make thdr boys declaim on 
both sides of an argument; and as some kinds of assem- 
blies are called the schools of politics, I confess nothing 
can better improve polkical schoolboys, than the art of 
inaking plausible^ or implausible harangues, against the 
very opinion for which they resolve to determine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having spoke for an hour to 
tiie admiration of all his hearers to prove the exbtence 
of God^ told some of liis intimates, that he could have 
spoken another hour, and much better, to prove the con- 
trary- 

I have placed this reasoning in the strongest light that 
1 think it. will bear; and have nothing to answer, but 
that allowing it as much weight as the reader shall 
pleas^ it has constantly met with HI success in the mouth 
of our Mend; but whether for want of good luck, or 
good management, I suspend my judgment. 
. To return from this long^ressloo ; if persons in high 
stations have been allowed to choose wenches without 
regard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred 
ll^ teast reflection on their loyalty or tli^ir protestant- 
ism ; ahtdl the cMcf govemw of a great ki^dom be cen- 
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sored for oheoring a jcompaoion, wlk> maj iorme^ Iat«' 
been suspected fot diflerii^ from the or^iodoK in some 
flpeculative opioioDs of persoos aod thio^ irhicli caoiiot 
affect Ihe fuDdameiital principles of a sound wb^ ? 

But let me suppose a veiy possible case^ Here is » 
person sent to govern Ireland, whose unfortunate weak 
side it happens to be, for severalreasons above mentioned, 
that he has encouraged the attendance of one or tw» 
gentlemen distinguished for their taste, their wit, and 
their learning ; who have taken the oaths to his majesty, 
and pray heartily for him : yet, because they may per- 
haps be sti^adzed as qMmdani tories by Fist^des and 
his gang, his excellency must be forced to banish diem^ 
under the pain and peril of c&pleaiui^ the zes^ts of his 
own party ; and tliereby be put into a worse condition 
than every common good fellow, who may be a sincere' 
{»'otestant and a loyal sal:]^ct, and yet rather choose to 
drink fine ale at the pope's head, than muddy at the 
king's. 

Let me then return to my suppositions. It bi certain^ 
the highflown loyalists, in the [n-esent sense of the wwdj. 
have their thoughts, and studies, and tongues, so entli^ly 
diverted by political schemes, that the zeal of their prio' 
ciples has eaten up their understandings ; neither hare 
diey time from their employments, their hopes, aod their 
hourly labours, for acquiring new additions of merit, to 
unuse themselves with philological converse or specula* 
lions, which are utterly ruinous to all schemes of rising la 
the world. What then must a great man do, whose Ml 
stars have fatally perverted him to a love,, aod tasle, and 
possession of literature, politeness, and good senspe ? Our 
thoroughsped republic of whigs, whkh contains the bofllt 
of all hopers, pretenders, expecters, and professors, are 
beyond all doubt most highly usefb! to princes, to g» 
▼amooRSy to great mimsten, and to thehr country $ ikit^al 



THE LOBS CABTEBET. %l 

the same time» and by necessary consequence, the most 
disagreeable compaoions to all who have that unfortu- 
nate turn of mind peculiar to his excellencj, and perhaps 
to five or six more in a nation. 

I do not deny it possible, that an original or proseljte 
favourite of the times, might have been bom to those 
useless talents, which in former ages qualified a man to 
be a poet or a philosopher. All I contend for is, that 
where the true genius of party once enters, it sweeps the 
houae clean, and leaves room for many other spirits to 
take joint possession, until the last state of that man is 
eauDeedingly better than ^ first 

I allow it a great error in his excellency, that he ad- 
heres so obstinately to his old unfashionable academic 
education; yet so perverse is human nature, that the 
usual remedies for this evil in others, have produced a 
contrary effect in him; to a degree, that I am credibly 
informed he will, as I have aheady hinted, in the mid- 
dle of a session, quote passages out of Plato and Pindar 
at his own table, to some boekrleamed companion, with- 
out blushing, even wiien persons of great stations are by. 

I will venture one step farther; which is, freely to 
confess, that this mistaken method of educating youth in 
the knowledge of ancient learning and language, is too 
a|^ to sp(al Ibeir politics and principles ; because the 
doctdne and examples of the books they read^ teacb 
them lessons directly contrary in eveiy point to the pro- 
seat practice of the wovld : and accordingly, Hobbes 
most judicioMBly observes, that the writings of the 
Greeks and Romans, made young men imbibe opiniooB 
agsiost absolute power in a prince, or even in a first 
BHBistert and embrace notions ei liberty and property. 

It has been therefore a great felicity in these kini^ 
doms, that.the heirs to tiHles and large estates, have « 
^Feakaeas in their «yes, a tendernc^ itr their constitu- 
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tions; are not able to bear the pain and iod^niiy of 
whipping; and as the mother rightly esprcBses it, could 
never take to their books, yet are well enough qualified 
to sign a receipt for half a year's rent, to put their eamcs 
(rightly spelt) to a warrant, and to read pamphlet* 
against religion and highflying ; whereby they fill their 
niches, and carry themselves through the world with that 
dignity which best becomea a senator and a 'squire. 

I could heartily wish ills excellency would be more 
condescending to the genius of the kingdom be governs; 
to the condition of the times, and to the nature of the 
static he fills. Yet if it be true, wbi^ I have read in 
old English story books, that one Agesilaus (no matter 
to the bulk of my readers whether I sp^ll the name right 
or wrong) was caught by the pai-son of the paridi ridii^ 
on a hobbyhorse irith his children; that Socrates, a 
heathen pliilosoplier, was found dancing by himself al 
fourscore ; that a king, called Caesar Augustifi (or some 
such name) used to play with boys, whereof some might 
possibly be sons of tories ; and diat two great men called 
Scipio and Laelius, (I forget their christian names, and 
whether they were poets or generals) often placed 
at diick and drake with smooth stones on airiver : Now 
I say, if these facts be true (and the book where I found 
tbem is in print) I caooot ion^ae wiqr emraottzeaJoiii 
patiioUtraty not a little indulge his exeeHency in an in* 
firmity, wiiidi is uot morally evil ; provided he gives no 
public scandal ; which is by all means to be avoided : 
I say, why he may not be indulged twice a week to con* 
verse with one or two particular persons ; and let him 
and them con ever their old exploded readings together, 
after mornings spent in hearing and preseril^ng ways and 
means from and to his most obedient politicians for the 
welfare of the kingdom; although the said particular 
person, or persons, may not have made so pid^lk a dtF 
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xkratioa of theit pditkal fakk }d all its parts, as thebiir 
noess^of the nadon requires: still submitting my qiinioQ 
to that happy majority, which I am coniid«iit is aiwajj^ 
in the right; by whom the liberty of the subject has 
bceu so frequently, so strenuously, and so successfully 
asserted ; who, by their wise counsels, have made coa^ 
merce to flourish, money to abound, inhabitants to in- 
crease, the value of lands and rents to rise; and the 
vhole island put on a new face of plenty and pro6perity. 

But, in order to jclear his excellency more fully from 
this accusation of showing his favours to high-fliers, to- 
nes, and Jacobites, it will be nccessarj^tftcome to parti* 
culars. 

The first person of a tory denominadpn, to whom his 
exeelteucy gave any marks of his favour, was Doctor 
Thomas Sheridan. It is tol)e observed, that this hap- 
pened BO early in his excellency's government, as it may 
be justly supposed he had not been informed of that geo^ 
llemau's character upou so dangerous an article. The 
doctor being well known, and distiqguidied for his skill 
and success in the education of yguth, beyond most of 
bis professioo for many years past, was recommended to 
his excelleDcy on the score pi bis learning, and particur 
larly ftnr bis knowledge ifi the Oredc tongue ; whereof 
it seems, his exeellency is a great admirer, aldnvg^ far 
what reasons I could never ims^ne. However, it ia 
agreed on all hands, that his lordship was too easUy 
prevailed on by the doctor's request, or indeed rathev 
from the bias of his own nature, to hear a tragedy acted 
in that unknown language by the doctor's lads, which 
was written by some heathen author; but whether it 
contained any tory or high church principka, must be 
left to the consciences of the boys, tne diK^tor and his 
excellency ; the only witnesses in this case, whose testi- 
monies can be depended upon. 
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It seems, his excellencj (a thing never to be sufE - 
eientlj wondered at) was so pleased with his entertain- 
M^nt, that some time ailer he gave the doctor a churdi 
Ifring to the value of almost one hundred pounds a year^ 
and made Iiim one of his chaplains ; from an antiquated 
notion that good schoolmasters ought to be encouraged 
HI every nation professing civility and religion. Yet 
his excellency did not venture to make this bold step 
without strong recommendations from petsons of un* 
doubted principles fitted to the times ; who thought 
Diemselves bound in justice, honour, and gratitude, ta 
do Ike doctor a good office, in return for the care, be 
had taken of their children, or of those of their friend's. 
Yet the catastrophe was terrible; for the doctor, in the 
height of his felicity and gratitude, going down to take 
possession of his parish, and frumished with a few led 
aermons, whereof as it is ta be sup[>OBed the number waa 
ypeiy small, having never served a cure in the churchy 
he stopped at Cork to attend on his bishop; and going 
to church on the Sunday following, was,. according to 
Ihe usual eiviHty of country clergymen, invited by the 
minister of the parish to supply the pulpit. It happen- 
ed to be the first of August; and the first of August 
liappened that year to light upon a Sunday: and it 
teppened that the doctor's text was in these words; 
^Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof;"* and last- 
ly, it happened that some one person of the congrega- 
*Um, whose loyalty made him watchful upon every ap* 
pearance of danger to his majestyls person and govern- 
ment, when service was over, gave the alarm. Notice 
was immediately sent up to town ; and by the zeal of 
•ne man of no large dimensions of body or mind, such a 

f The Srsi of August is tlie aimiversary of tiie H^QOvmaa fomiTj'i 
•cces^ioA to the cro^a of GrwtrBntaia. fh 
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clamoiir was raised, that we ia Dublin caM ^idmid 
no less than au invasion by the pretender, who mual be 
landed icutlie south. The result was, that the doctor 
mifst be struck out of the chaplains list, and i^ppear-no 
more at the castle; yet whether he were theb, or be at 
this day, a whig or a tory, I think is a secret; only it ia 
manifest, that he is a zealous Hanoverian at least ib 
poetry, and a great admirer of the present royal family^ 
through till its branches. His fiiends likewise assert, 
that he had preached this sermon often under the saaae 
text ; that not having observed the words, till he was in 
the pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he is a perMm k 
little abstracted, he wanted presence of mind to change 
them : and that in the whole sermon there was not a ayl« 
iable relating to government or party, or to the subject 
of the day- 

In this incident there seems to have been a unioii of 
events, that will probably never hs^pen again to the end 
of the world ; ot is, at least, like the grand conjunctioB 
in the heavens ; which, I think, they say can arrive but 
once in twenly tbousapd years. 

The second gentleman (if I am r^ht in my clno- 
Qology) who, under the suspicion of a tory, received 
«ome favour from his excellen<7, is Mr. James Stopford; 
▼ery strongly recommended by the most eminent wb% 
in England, on the account of his learning and virtue^ 
and other accomplishments. He had passed the greatest 
part of his youth in close study, or in travelling, and 
was either not at home, or not at leisure to tnmble his 
thoughts about party ; which I allpw to be la great omia- 
sion, although I cannot honestly place him in the list of 
tones: and therefore think his excellency may be fairly 
acquitted for making him vicar of Fii^lass» worth about 
one hundred pounds a year. 
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The tUrd id Doctor Patrick Delan^. This diviae 
Mes andmr some disadvantage ; haviog in his youth re- 
ceived many civilities from a certain* person, then ia a 
rery high station here ; for which reason I doubt the 
doctor never drank his confusion since ; and what makes 
the matter desperate, it is now too late ; unless our in- 
<]jUisitor8 will be content with drinking confusion to his 
memory. The aforesaid eminent person, who was a 
judge of all merit, except that of party, d.istingiushed 
the doctor among other ju»iors in our, university, for his 
learning, virtue, discretion, and good sense. . But the 
doctor was then in too good a situation at his college, to 
hope, or endeavour at a better establlsliment, from one 
who had no power to give it htm. 

Upon the present lord lieutenant's coming over, the 
doctor was named to his excellency by a friehdf among 
other clergy of distinction, as j^ersons whose characters it 
was proper hfe excellency should knew; and by the 
truth of which the giver would be content to stand or 
ftill in his excellency's opinion ; since not^one of those 
persons were in particular friendship with the gentleman 
who gave in their names. By this, and some other in- 
cidents, particularly the recommendation of the late 
Archbishop of Dublin, the doctor became known to his 
excellency ; whose fatal turn of mind toward heatheDisfi 
and outlandish books and languages, finding, as I con- 
ceive, a like disposition in the doctor, was the cause of 
his becoming so domestic, as we are told he is at the 
castle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the doctor, grown weary of 
an academic life, for some reasons best known to the 



* Sir Constaniine Pliipp?, lord cbBncellor of Ireland when Queea 
Anne died. H. 
f The author. H. 



nanageni of the discipfioe in Unit learned loeiet^ (wUeh 
it may not be for their honour to mention) resolved to 
leave it ; although, by the benefit of the pupilfl, and hi^ 
senior fellowfihip, with all Us perquisites^ he received 
every year between nine hundred and a thousaiMl 
pounds. And a small nortnern living in the univer- 
sity's donation, of somewhat better than one hundred 
pounds a year, falling at the same time with tlie cban* 
cellorship df Christchurcb, to about equal the value, in 
the gift of his excellency ; the doctor ventured into the 
woi'ld in a very scanty condition; having squandered 
away all his, annual income in a manner which, althoi4|^ 
perhaps proper enough for a cleigyman without a (bk 
roily, will not be for the advantage of his character to 
discover, eitbifr oa the exchange or at a banker's shop* 

About two months ago, his excellency gave the doc- 
tor a prebend in St. Patrick's cathedral; which being of 
near the same value with either of the two former, will 
add a third part to his revenues, after he diall have 
paid the great incumbrances upon it: so that he-may 
now be said to possess of church preferments in sc9ttered 
tithes three hundred pounds a year; instead of the like 
sum of infallible rents from a senior fellowship, with the 
offices annexed ; beside the advantage of a free lodging, 
a great number of pupils, and some other easements. 

But since the doctor has not, in any of his writings 
his sermons, his actions, his discourse, or his compaoyt 
discovered one single principle of either whig or tory ; 
and that the lord lieutenant still continues to admit him ; 
I shall boldly pronounce him one of us : but, like anew 
freemason, who has not yet learned all the dialect of the 
mystery. Neither can he justly be accused of any tory 
doctrines; except perhaps some among those few, with 
whidi that wicked party was chai^,d during the height 
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oFflieir power, but have been ftince transferred, for Ac 
most solid reasons, to the whole bodj of our firmest 
friends. 

I have now done with the ckrgy : an# upon tfee 
strictest' esaminatioo, have not been able to find above 
ohe of that order, against whom any party suspicion can 
lie ; I mean the unfortunate gentleman Doctor Slieridan, 
who, by mere diance-medley, shot his own fortune dead 
with a single text. 

As to the laity, I can hear but of one person of the 
tory stamp, who, since the beginning of his excellency's 
government, did ever receive any wlid mark of his fa- 
vour : I mean Sir Arthur Acheson, reported to be an ac- 
knowledged tory ; and what is almost as bad, a scholar 
into th^ bargain. It is whispered about, as a certain 
truth, that this gentleman is to have a grant of a certain 
barrack^ upon his estate within two miles of his own 
house ; for which the crown is to be his tenant, at the 
rent of sixty pounds per annum ; he being only at Ae 
expense of about five hundred pounds, to put the house 
in repair, build stables, and other necessaries. I vrill 
place this invidious mark of beneficence conferred on a 
tory in a fdir light, by computing the costs and necessa- 
ry defalcations : after which it may be seen how much 
Sir Arthur will be annually a clear gainer by the pub- 
lic : notwithstanding his unfortunate principles, and his 
knowledg;e in Greek and Latin. 

For repairs, &c. 500Z. the interest whered" 

per annum, 30 

For all manner of poultry to furnish the 
troopers, but which the said troopers must 
be at the labour of catching, valued per 
annum, 5 

* See id vol. xi. the poem ealled '* Hamilton's Bawo *> H. 
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B^orstrt^Iiog^ sheep, .... 

For game destroyed five miles rouud, 
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Keut paid to Sir Arthur, 
Deduct, 

Remains clear, 



Thus, if Sir Arthur Achesoo shall have the good for- 
tune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive net 
profit annually from the crown £L£Y£N pounds ster- 
ling, to help him in entertaining the officers, and making 
provisions for his younger children. 

It is true, there is another advantage to be ex- 
pected, which may fully compensate the loss of cat- 
tle and poultry ; by multiplying the breed, of man- 
kind, and particularly that of good protestants, in a 
part of the kingdom, half depopulated by the wild 
humour among tlie farmers there, of leaving their 
country. . But I am not so skilful in arithmetic as to 
compute thf, value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below the legal inte- 
rest for the money that Sir Arthur must expend ; and 
yalued the damage in the other articles veiy moderate- 
ly. However, I am confident he may with good man- 
agement be a saver at least; whicliis a prodigious in- 
stance of moderation in our friends toward a professed 
tory; whatever merit he. may pretend, by the unwilling- 
ness he has shown to make his excellency uneasy in bis 
administration. 

Thus I have, with the utmost impartiality, collected 
every single favour (farther than personal civilities) cosr 

VOL, XIII. E 
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ferred by bis excelleocj on tories, and reputed torfes, 
since his first arrival here, to the 30th day of April, ia 
the year of our Lord 1 730, giviof; all allowance possible 
to the arguments on the other side of the question : and 
the account will stand thus : 

Disposed of preferments and employments to to- 
nes, or reputed tories, by his Exeellency John, Lord 
Carteret, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the 
space of six years r 
To Doctor Thomas Sheridan« in a rectory 

near Kinsale, per annum^ 100 

To Sir Artliur Acheson, baronet, a banrack, 

per annum. 1 1 d 
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Give me leave now to compute in gross the value 
of the favours done by bis excellency to the true 
friends of their king and country, and of the protestaot 
religion* 

It is to be remembered, that although his excellency 
cannot be properly said to bestow bishoprics, commands 
in the army, the place of a judge, or commissioner in the 
revenue, and some otliers; yet they are for the most part 
disposed upon his recommendation, except where the 
persons are immediately sent from England by their in- 
terest at court ; for which I have allowed great defalca* 
tions in the following accounts. And it is remai-kable, 
that the only considerable station conferred on a tory 
since his present excellency's government, was of tlm 
latter kind. 

And, indeed, it is but too notorious, that in a neighbour-* 
ing nation (where this dangerous denomination of men is 
.incomparably more numerous, more poworfiil, and of 
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consequence more formidable) real tories^can ofleo with 
much less difficulty obtain very high favours from the 
government, than their' reputed brethren can arrive to 
the lowest in oui-s. I observe this with all possible sub- 
ffiksion to the ivisdom of their policy; which, however, 
will not, I believe, dispute the praise of vigilance with 
ours. 

WHIG account. 

To persons promoted to bishoprics, or remov* 
€d to more beneficial ones, computed per 

annum. 10050 

To civil employments, ... §030 

To military commands^ • - - 8430 



27516 



TORT account. 
Totories, Ill 



Balance, 27405 



I diall conclude with this observation, that as I think 
the tories have sufficient reason to be fully satisfied with 
die share of trust, power, and employments, which they 
poBsesB under the lenity of the present government ; so, 
I do not find how his excellency can be justly censured 
for favouring none but high church, highflyers, terma* 
gants, laudists, sacheverellians, tiptopgallantmen, jaco« 
bites, taDtivies, antihanoverians, friends to popery and 
the pretender and to arbitrary power, disobUgera of Eng- 
land, breakers of dbpevdbncy, iuflamers of quarrels be- 
tweeo the two natbns, public incendiaries, enemies \» 
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the king and kingdoms, haters of true protestants, Inxxr 
Telmen, amiists, complaiiiers of the nation's poverty, or- 
mondians, iconoclasts, antiglorioiu-memorists, antirevdu- 
tioners, ivhite-rosalists, tenth-ajuniatis, and the like; 
irhen, by a fair state of the account, the balance, I con- 
ceive, seems to lie on the other side. ^ 
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THE CBAFTSMAN. NO. 232. 

Satwrde^ Dec. 12, 173Q. 

The foHowiog article, \rhich has lately appeared in 
(he uewspapcrs, deserves oiu* immediate consideration, 
viz. 

" They write from Dublin, tliat an officer from every 
regiment in the French service is amved there, in order 
to raise recruits for their respective corps ; ^vhich is not 
to be done in. a clandestine manner, as formerly (when 
several persons sulfered death for it) but publicly. These 
gentlemen are to disperse themselves into the several 
counties, where they have the best interest ; and a field 
officer is ready to reside constantly at Dublin, to hear 
all complaints, which may be made by any of the re^ 
cruits against their officers ; and also to prepare for send- 
ing them off. Count Bboolio has been soliciting an or^ 
der to this purpose, these two years. 
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Wbeo I first read this account io the public pnnt^ I 
looked upon it as a commoD piece of false intelligence^ 
and was in full expectation of seeing it contradicted in 
the next day's papers, according to frequent custom ; but» 
having since heard it confidently affirmed to be true 
(although I can hardly yet beHeve it, especially as to 
every part) the duty which I. owe roy country, and my 
zeal for ihe present establishment, oblige me to take some 
notice of an affaur, which I apprehend to be of very great 
io^rtance to botk 

It wiH be necessary, in the first place, to give the rea- 
der a short account of the nature cf these troops, as th^ 
are now established in France. 

They consist, as we have been informed, of one regi- 
ment of horse, and five r^ments of foot, all doubly or 
trebly ofikered ; so tliat diey are of ^mselves a very 
considerable body of men. 

But their number is die least point to be conddered id 
tins ankir. There are other drcumstanoes, which rea- 
der these troops infinitely more formidable to Great 
Britain. They are not only all Roman catholics, but 
the most dangerous of that communion with respect to 
us, I mean Roman catholic subjects of our dominions ; 
many of whom have been obliged to fly their native 
country, on account of rebellions and conspiracies in 
which they have been engaged ; and all of them devot- 
ed by inclination, by interest, by conscien^^, by every 
motive human and divine, to the service of the pretend* 
er, in opposiUon to the protestant succession in his ma« 
jesty's royal family. 

To this we may add, that they are generally esteem* 
ed the best forces in the French service ; that they have 
always behaved themselves as such in the late wars ; 
and are commanded by officers of approved courage, as 
well as great skill and experience in military af&irs. 
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It k said likewke^ that the seigeaots^ corporals, and 
private men are so well seasoned to danger, and expert 
ia their duty, that, by a gradual promotion, they could 
fumkh officers for a verj formidable army, in case of any 
sudden inyasion or insurrection. 

In the next place, it will not be improper to esaunine 
this affair with regard to our law& 

It is made felony, by act of parliament in Ireland, for 
any subject of that kingdom to eolbt himself, or to etsr 
list others, in the service of any foreign state : and it is 
well known that multitudes of poor wretches have suf^ 
lered death upon that account. 

We know it may be said, that a power is reserved to 
Im majesty, by a dau&e in that act, to dispense with it, 
by granting any foreign prince a license to raise forces in 
his daminions, and indemnifying his subjects from the 
fieaahiesof the law. 

Although it is far from my iotentien to dispute any of 
Ills mi^esty's-l^al prerogatives^ or to call the wisdom of 
die l^islature in question^ yet I must take the liberty 
to observe, that mch powers have been sometimes grant- 
.ed out of complaisance to the crown, that the prince's 
hands may not be absolutely tied up, and in full confi- 
dence that they will never be exerted but for the benefit 
4>f this natiou, or pos^bly of some protestant ally, upon 
great emergencies of state. The exercise of the prero- 
gative, in these cases, is therefore merely a prudential 
part, which is left to the discretion of the prince and his 
ministers^ who ought always to be supposed the best 
judges of these affairs ; and therefore how ridiculous 
would it be to send to 4ie attorney general for his opi- 
nion in such a case, who can be a competent judge of 
xiotliing but the legality of it, and whether the affair be 
B^iim^bh or aot$ hut ministers ought to regulate their 
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-eooduct, ia these respects, accordiog to the fdtuation o^ 
afTairs, and the exigeocies of government 

I must tlierefore beg leave to consider the present Bttl> 
ject of the Irish forces, in this light. 

It wil] noi be denied^ I presume, that a license to re^ 
cruit Roman catholic regiments of English subjects, in 
foreign service, and in the interest of a pretender to the 
•crown (which is death b^ the lav, without his majesty's 
permission) is a favoUr of a very extraordinary nature, 
Hud ought to be attended with some extraordinary cir« 
eumstances. I confess that I can see no such extraor- 
dinary circumstances at present ; unless it should be said 
that this favour was granted, in order to engage our good 
allies in the demolition of Dunkirk ; but I hope they 
have more generosity than to insist upon such hard 
terms, for the efiectual performance of tliat which they 
are obliged by treaty to do. I am sure, such conditiooi 
seem unreasonable on our part, after we have made them 
so many other concessions; particularly Trith relations 
to the flag and Santa Lucia : which, I think, are 8uffi« 
cient to make them comply with all our demands, with* 
out expecting any farther favours, and even supereroga- 
tion of friendship. 

Perhaps my adversaries (if they have any conceit) 
may take an opportunity of ridiculing me for writing ia 
this strain ; but, as it sometimes serves their turn to make 
me a great man, and to argue against me as such, I will 
for once suppose myself so ; and methinks, if I had the 
hopour of being but half an hour in that station, I could 
reason against such an order for the good of my king and 
my country, in the following manner : 

1 . These troops have always been made use of when* 
ever there has been any attempt in favour of the pre- 
.tender i and indeed they are, upon many accounts) the fit- 
test for this purpose. They are oiir fellow subjects; they 
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cpeak our laoguage; are acquainted with our maunerg; 
and dp not raise that aversion in the people, which they 
oaturallj conceive against other foreign troops, who un- 
derstand neither. I am afraid I may add, that they are 
kept up, for this purpose, in entire regiments, without 
suffering them to be mixed with the troops of any other 
. nation. It is well known at least, that they supplied the 
late King James with a nursery of soldiers, who were 
always ready for his service, whenever any opportunity 
. offered itself for his restoration ; and that at this time, 
the pretender is always the bait made use of by thtir 
officers to raise recruits. They never mention t)ie king 
•of France, or the king of Spain, upon these occasions ; 
but list the poor wretches under an assurance, that they 
are entered into the service of him whom they call their 
natural and rightful king. I will not suspect the present 
., fidelity of France, and their cordiality to the protestant 
. establishment: yet methinks we might easily excuse our- 
selves from furnishing them with instruments, which they 
may employ against uS; whenever ambition, or reasons 
of state, shall dissolve their present engagements, and 
induce them to espouse the cause of the pretender 
again. 

2. It is very probable that hi& catholic majesty (who 
. has likewise several regiments of this kind in his^ervice ^ 
will expect the same favour of recruiting them in Ire- 
land ; and that he may, in case of refusal, make it a pre- 
tence, at any time, for quarrelling with us, interrupting, 
our commerce, and disturbing u& again in tiie possession 
of Gibraltar. And here it is proper just to take notice, 
that these troops did his catholic majesty the most emi- 
. uent service ia the last siege of that important place. He 
may complain, perhaps, of our partiality to France, and 

allege, that we do not ti*eat Spain in the same manner we 

a 2 
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expect to be treated b^ them, as one of the most favottr- 
ed nations. 

3. The kingdom of Ireland seems, at this time, in a 
very ill condition to admit of any such draughts oat of 
her dominions. She has been already so much exhaust- 
ed bj the voluntary transportation of multitudes of her 
inhi^itants (who have been prevailed upon, by the cala- 
mities of their own country, to seek their bread in other 
parts of the world) that the interposition of parliament 
was found necessary to put a stop to it ; and shall we 
sufTer any foreign power to drain her still farther under 
such cii^umstances ; especially in this manner, and for 
this purpose ? I do not hear that this license is confined 
to any particular number of men. It is confessed, I think, 
that th^ want above two thousand men to complete their, 
corps ; and who knows but they may design to raise a 
great many more than they care to own ; or even to 
form some new regiments of these troops ? But suppos- 
ing they are confined to a certain number of recruits, 
and that Ireland were in a capacity to spare them ; it is 
well known liow easily such limitations are evaded, and 
how difficult it is to know when people conform exactly 
to the terms of their commission. Thb was sufficiently 
> explained in the late famous controversy, concerning 
Mr. Wood's patent for supplying Ireland with a particu- 
lar sum of copper halfpence ; and the arguments upon 
that subject may he applied to this, with some allowan- 
ces for the difTereuce between the two cases. It may, 
perhaps, be said likewise, that all the vigilance of the 
ministry has been hitherto found ineffectual to prevent 
the French from clandestinely recruiting these regiments 
with Irish catholics ; and therefore, that we may as well 
allow them to do it openly; nay, that it is our interest to let 
them purge Ireland of her popish inhabitants as much as 
they please : but I deny this for several reisxma, which 



THE CBAFTSBTAN. M 

I «ha]l raentioD preaeoUy : and if it were reallj the case, 
that the French caa at any time recruit these tvoo[M clan- 
idestioeiy, I caonot ^ee aoj reason whj thejr should ao- 
Kcit au order so pressinglj, for tiro years together, to do 
it opeuly, unlesB they have some other desigo. Ought 
not even this constderation to put us a litlle upon our 
guard : and « it not a tadt confession, that these troops 
are Uiought to he of more importance to them than we 
ought to wish ? Bjesides, arc we to license and autlier- 
^e a mischievous practice, became we cannot totally 
prevent it ? Every one justly applauded his majesty's 
singular firroness and resolution in supporting the rights 
of his German subjects, when an attempt was made to 
seduce some of them into the king of Prussia^ service, 
although perhaps it ia impossihle to prevent that practice 
entirely. We all remember that the enlistitiig of a mil- 
ler's eon, and a few other ordinary peasants, oceasiooed 
such a misunderstanding between the two crowns, as 
ptoceeded almost to a rupture. Nor was the zeal of the 
English parliament backwaini on this occasion; but on 
this consideration, among others, resolvBd to keep up a 
'l>ody of 12090 Hessian troops in our pay, which hav^ 
already cost us above a million of money. I am confi- 
dent, therefore, that the same paternal care will always 
influence his majesty to guard and protect his British 
subjects in the same manner; and if any measure should 
be taken, which savours too much of the French interest, 
and seems of dangerous consequence to the lOtarest of his 
family, the world can impute it to notfaiug, but the de^ 
eeitfiil representaiionr of ihose, who lie under such par- 
ticular obligations to the court of France^ tljat they can 
refuse them nothing. 

Such a license seems to give encouragement to tlie 
people of Ireland to continue Roman catholics, since 

Ihey are sure to meet with a provision both in flje 

«3 



100 THE CBAFTSHAI^. 

Freocli aod Spanish service; nrhereas we always jrqltC' 
them in our troops, and absolutely prohibit our officers 
to recruit in Ireland. Now, although it may not be 
safe to trust them in our armies, yet certainly we ought 
not to give the least encouragement to their entering in- 
to foreign service; especially into mich compact bodies 
as these regiments. And here it will not be amiss to 
relate a story much more to the honour of an English 
nobleman, who has also one of Uie largest estates in Ire- 
land of anj man in the kingdom. When he went to 
visit the invalids in France, a place in the nature of 
our Chelsea college here, all the Irish officers and sol- 
«diers of that hospital drew out in a body to do him par- 
ticular hono/urs. We can make no question that their 
diief view was to have some present from his lordship ; 
but though he has a he^rt as well disposed to generous 
charity as any man, and a piune well able to answer the 
dictates of it ; yet, out of regard to his country, for 
irhich he has likewise the most disinterested zeal, ^ his 
answer to them was only this : ^ Gentlemen, I am very 
sensible of the honour you have done me, and heartily 
pity your misfortunes; but, as you have drawn them 
-Upon yourselves, by serving against your country, you, 
• must not expect any relief or reward from me, for having 
suffered in a service in which I wkli you had never en- 
,gaged." 

5. Is there not some reason to apprehend that this 
.license may, at one time or otlier, prove a snare to that 
country, and draw many people into their destruction; 
for, unless it is made pei'petual, can it be supposed that 
, ^U the poor ignorant wretches in the kingdom sliould be ap- 
prised how long this license is to be in force ? or when 
they may enlist with Impunity, and when they may not ? 
Besides, as it may be presumed that these officers wdl 
cuever ^ o, for the future^ upon such errands, without 
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fioftte pretended orders, when the real one is expired; 
90 they will find it no difficult matter to impose such a 
tsouQterfelt upon illiterate people ; who may thus inetir 
the penalties of the law, without knowing any thing of 
the matter. Such a method of providing for personsy 
whose principles render them unsenriceahle to our army, 
is indeed a little more charitable than a late project for 
preventing Irish children from being starred, by fatten- 
ing them up, and selling them to the butcher. 

6. I have often heard that these troops have been 
made use of, in pariiament, as an argument for keeping 
up a standing army in England ; and I think we need 
not take any measures to render that argument stronger. 
God knows, there are too many arguments already upon 
aich occasions. 

I might insist upon some other points, which this af- 
fair naturally suggests to a considering mind ; particu- 
larly the danger of suffering several bigotted Irish pa- 
pists, in foreign service, to disperse themselves into those 
countries where they have the best interest, and to stroll 
about Ireland among their relations and old acquaint- 
' ance, of the same principles with themselves. Are we 
sure that they will not make a bad use of this liberty, 
by inquiring into the strength of their party, by giving 
them hopes, and taking an opportunity to concert mea- 
sures for the advantage of their cause ? have we no rea- 
son to apprehend that they may endeavour to raise 
seamen as well as soldiers, under colour of this order f 
or engage great numbers of their countrymen to trans- 
port themselves over to the French colonies and plan- 
tations in the West-Indies, which are already grown 
formidable to the trading interest of Great Britain in 
tho^e parts? 

But whatever may be the motives to^. such an extra* 
«:(Uuary favour, or the consequences of it, I am sure 
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It h tlie Btroogest mark of our coafideaee in Fraaee, 
and such a one, as I belkve, tliej would not place in 
MMi upon an7 ocoasion. I will iliuatrate ihk by a pa- 
rallel case : 

The French proteetants, who fled over hither from a 
persecution on account of religion, never discovered anj' 

•principles which were incompatible with the civil go- 

.yemment of France, nor ever set up any pretender to 
the present royal family of that kingdom ; and yet, if 
we should think fit to form any considerable number of 
them into complete distinct regiments, to be composed 
of French protestants only, and commanded by French 
4>fficers, without any incorporation of British sol* 
diers, I fancy it would give our good allies some um- 
brage. But I am almost confident, that they would ne- 
ver permit us to send over a pratestant French officer 

.from every regiment to recruit their respective corps, by 
dispersing themselves into those provinces where they 
have the best interest ; or suffer a field officer, in £ng- 
lish pay, to reside constantly in Paris, and exercise a 
smrt of martial law in the capital of their domiotoos; I 

^sayi tbey would hardly suffer this, even though our am- 
bassador should solicit such an order, with the utmost 
application, for twenty years together. 
And yet the case of the Irish forces is much stronger 

.with respect to us. They do not differ with us only in 
matters of religion, but hold principles absolutely de- 
structive of our civil government; and are generally 
looked upon abroad as a standing army, kept on foot to 

^jerve the pretender upon any occasion. 

I must ask a question or two, which naturally offer 

, themselves in this place. 

What power has this field officer to exercise during 
bb residence in Dublin ? is the French martial law 
to take plac^ if any of these recruits should happen 
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to repeot of irfaat they Imve done, and tUnfc it to de- 
sert ? 

Tr<K>ps are geoeralty armed as soon as tbey are lial* 
ed. Is this rule to be obeerred in the present case? 
If 80, another question occnrs: It has been found ne- 
cessary, for the security of Ireland, to restrain all lU- 
inan catholics from wemring, or keeping any anns Id 
their houses; I ask, ther^ore, whetlier the authority of 
this license is to supersede the laws of the land ? I may 
go farther : 

The garrison of Dublin seldom consists of above 900 
men for the duty of the place. Supposing double that 
number of popish recruits should be brought thither. In 
order to be viewed by their field officer, will it be said 
there is no just apprehension of danger ? But as these 
suggestions may appear to be founded on the fidelity of 
France (a case not to be supposed at present) I press 
them no farther. 

I must however repeat it, that this order is the ftillest 
-demonstration of the confidence we repose in them ; and 
I hope they will scorn to make any bad use df it : bot^ 
'if It were possible to suspect that they could have any 
dedgn to play the knave with us, they could not wirfi 
f(Nr a better opportunity to promote it, than by such a 
power as is now said to be put into their hands. 

I hope my remarks on this article of news will dot he 
-construed in a Jacobite sense, eyen by the most prosti- 
tute scribblers of the present times ; but I must beg 
leave to expostulate a little with the puUic on that mean 
infamous practice, which these writers have lately used, 
in explaining some of m j papers into treasonable libels ; 
taking an occasion from hence to appear formally in de- 
fence of the throne, and laying it down as a point grant- 
ed, that there is an actual, concerted design of setting 
aside the [vresent establishment. This is a practice 
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wUeh maj be of great ser^ce to the real enemies cf 
the present government : and every jacobite in the king* 
4om may make use of it to publish the most explicit in- 
vectives on the king and his government, under the pre- 
tence of interpreting the implicit design of other writings. 
It is a practice which was never allowed till now, and 
ought never to be allowed ; for whatever may be the 
.secret meaning of any author, such explanations are car« 
thinly libels, which may have a* very bad effect upon 
weak minds, and are punishable by the laws, without 
any extraordinary methods of construction. These 
writers ought to remember the case of Sir Richard 
Steele, who published the pretender's declaration at the 
bq^nnlng of the late reigo, with an answer annexed; 
and although he did it with a very good design, yet it 
was universally allowed to be contrary to law ; and if 
his principles of loyalty had not been very well knowi^ 
might have involved him in a severe prosecution. I 
shall make no reflections on those who encouraged such 
explanations ; and those who are hired to do it, are be^ 
. aeath my notice. Let them empty all the trite common 
places of servile, injudicious flattery, and endeavour to 
. make their court by such nauseous, dishonest adulation, 
. as, I am sure, gives the most offence to those pet^ns to 
whom it is paid. Let them throw as much foul dirt at 
me as they please. Let them charge me with designs 
which never entered into my thoughts, and cannot justly 
be imputed to me from any part of my conduct. God 
knows my heart ; I am as zealous for the welfare of the 
present royal family as the most sordid of these syco- 
pliants. I am sensible, that our happiness depends on 
the security of his majesty's title, ahd the preservation 
of the present government upon those principles which 
established (hem at the late glorious revolution; and 
which, I hope,- will continue to actuate the conduct of 
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BriloDs to the latest geaerations. These have alwayv 
beeo 0)7 principles ; and whoever will give himself the 
trouble of loolcing over the course of these papers, WiH 
be convinced that they have been mj guide : but I am a 
blunt plain-dealing old man, who am not afraid to speak 
the truth ; and as I have no relish for flatteiy myself, I 
scorn to bestow it on others. I have not, however, beea 
isparing of just praise, nor slipped any seasonable oppor- 
tunity to distinguish the royal virtues of their present 
majesties.^ More than this I cannot do ; and more than 
this, I hope, will not be expected. Some of my expres* 
sions, perhaps, may have been thought too rough and 
unpolished for the climate of a court ; but they flowed 
purely from the sincerity of my heart ; and the freedom 
of my writings has proceeded from myzeal for the inte-« 
rest of my king and countrj' . 

"With regard to my adversaries I will leave every im- 
partial rearder to judge, whether, even in private life, 
that man is not most to be depended* upon, wlio, being 
inwardly convinced of the great and good qualities of 
his friend, never loads him with fulsome flatteries, but 
takes the honest liberty of warning him against the mea- 
sures of those who are endeavouring to mislead him» 
The case is much stronger in public life ; and a crown 
is beset with so many difficulties, that even a prince of 
the most consummate wisdom, is not always sufficiently 
guarded against die dangers which surround him, from 
the stratagems of artful ministers, or the blunders of 
weak ones. Both of them may be equally bad minis- 
ters, and pursue the same methods of supporting them- 
selves, by flattering him into measures which tend to hlf 
destruction. 

* Kiog George 11. and Queea Caroline, hU Gonsort f. 
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But it is time to draw to. a conchifiion; and I cae 
pjoly add, that if I were really engaged in any derign 
4K>Qtraiy to the interests of the present establishmeot, I 
should have sat down contented, and secretly rejoiced at 
the afiair which occasioned this pa|ier, instead ^gtTing 
myself and the reader so much trouble. 

C. D. 



ANSWER TO THE CRAFTSMAN.* 

, Sib, 

I DETEST reading your papers^ because I am not of 
your principles, and because I cannot endure to be con- 
vinced. Yet I was prevailed on to peruse your Craib- 
man of December the 12tli, wherein I discover you to 
be as great an eaemy of this country, as you are <rf your 
j>wn. JTou are pleased i^ ifefkelxHUkj^iQi^ct Iproposed 
of making the children of Irish parents to be useful to 
the public instead of being burdensome ; and you ven- 
ture to assert, that your own scheme is more charitable^ 
of not permitting our popish natives to be listed ia the 
service of any foreign prince. 

Pesh^ps, 8u\ you may not have heard of any kingdom 
.so unhappy as this, both in tlieir imports and exports. 
We import a sort of goods, of no intrinsic value, which 
it costs us ^bove forty thousand pounds a year to dress* 
and scour, and polish, which altogether do not yield one 
penny advantage; and we annually export above seven 
hundred thousand pounds a year in another kind of 
goods, for which we receive not one single farthing in re* 
turn ; even the money paid for letters sent in transacting 

• This atMW«r is a nndberineccs, In tHe Daan'i osull comical maa^ 
iwr. P. 
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wben there is a mort lucky opportunity offered to begin 
a trade, whereby this a«tion will save OMtay thouiaod 
pMudb a year, and Eogknd be a prodigioiis gidoer, you 
me pleased, without aeall, officiousty, and maHeicMisly U^ 
iaterpoae with yery frivolous ai^guments. 

It is well known, that about sixty years f^o, the 
exportation of live cattle &-om he»ce to England was of 
great benefit to both kio^doms, until that branch of traf- 
fidL was stopped by an act of parliament on your side, 
whereof you have sufficient reason to repent. Upon 
which account, when another act passed your parliament^ 
ibrlnddiug the exportation of live men to any AMreigo 
oouQtry, you were so wise to put hi a clause, allowing it 
to be done by his nuyesty's permission, under his sign 
vaaual, for which, among oiber great benefits granted to 
Ireland, we are infinitely obliged to the Britisli legisl** 
ture. Yet this very grace and iavour you, Mr. D'An- 
?«!% ^bssi v^:^YG[ disobliged, arej^Qde^diirbg to pRu 
vent ,* which, I will take upon me to say, is a manifest 
mwrk of your disi^fectioa to his majesty, a want of doty 
to the ministry, and a wicked design of oppressiBg tl^ 
kingdom, and a traitorous attempt to lessen the trade and 
manufactures of England. 

Our truest and best ally, the most Christian king, has 
obtained his majesty's license, pursuant to law, to export 
from hence cR>me thousand bodies of heakiiy, young liv« 
iflg men, to supply his Irish regiments. The king of 
Spain, as you assert yoarself, has desired the same c&<* 
viUty, and seems to have at least as good a claim ; sup* 
posing then, that these two potentates will only desire 
leave to carry off* six thousand men between them to 
France and Spain, ^en by computing the maintenanoo 
of a tall, hungry Irfshman, in food and elodies,. to be 
only at five pounds a head, here will be thirty thousand 



IW THE ANSWER TO 

pooods per annum saved dear to the natioo ; for (Imj 
can find no other employment at home, beside beggio|^ 
robbing, or stealing. But, if thirty, forty, or fifty thou* 
sand (which we would gladly spare) were sent on the 
same errand, what an immense benefit it must be to us ! 
and if the two {Hrinces, in whose service they were, 
i^unild happen to be at war with each other, how soon 
would those recruits be destroyed ! tlien what a number 
of friends would the pretender lose, and what a number 
of popish enemies all true protestants get rid of ! Add 
to this, that then, by such 'a practice, the lands of Ire- 
land, that want hands for tillage, must be employed in 
grazing, which would sink the price of wool, raw bides, 
butter, and tallow, so that the English might have them 
at their own rates ; and in return send us wheat to make 
our bread, barley to brew our diink, and oats lor our 
horses, without any labour of our own. 

Upon this occasipn, I desire humbly to offer a schema 
which, in my opinion, would best aoswer the true iutfi^ 
rests of both kingdoms : For, although I bear a most ten- 
der filial affection for England, my dear native country; 
yet, I cannot deny but this noble island has a gi'eat share 
in my love and esteem ; nor can I express bow much I 
desire to see it flourish in trade and opulence, even be- 
yond its present happy condition. 

The profitable land of this kingdom is, I think, usually 
computed at seventeen millions of acres, all of wliidi I 
propose to be wholly turned to grazing. Now, it is 
found by experience, that one grazier and his family can 
manage two thousand acres. Thus, sixteen millions 
eight hundred thousand acres may be managed by e^t 
thousand four hundred families ; and the fraction of two 
hundred thousand acres will be more than sufficient for 
ipabins, outhouses, and potatoe gardens; because it i^ tf 
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be understood that com of all sorts must be sent to 1M 
from England. 

These eight thousand four hundred families may be 
divided among the four provinces, according to the num- 
ber of houses in each province ; and making the equal 
idlowance of eight to a family, the number of inhabitants 
vill amount to sixty-seven thousand two hundred souls; 
to these we are to add a standing army of twenty thou- 
sand English; which, together with their trulls, their 
bastards, and their horseboys, will, by a gross computa- 
tion, very near double the count, and be very sufficient 
for the defence and grazing of the kingdom, as well, as to 
enrich our neighbouris, expel popery, and keep out the 
pretender. And lest the army should be at a loss f<nr 
business, I think it would be very prudent to employ 
tiiem in collecting the public taxes for paying themselves 
and the civil list 

I advise, that all our owners of these lands should live 
constantly in England, in order to learn politeness, and 
qualify themselves for employments ; but, for fear of in- 
creasing the natives in this island, that an annual 
draught, according to the number born every year, be 
exported to whatever place will bear the carriage, or 
transplanted to the English dominions on the American 
continent, as a screen between his majesty's English sub- 
jects and the savage Indians. 

I advise likewise, that no commodity whatsoever, of 
this nation's growth, should be sent to any other countiy, 
except England, under the penalty of high treason ; and 
that all the said commodities shall be sent in their natural 
state, the hides raw, the wool uncombed, the flax in the 
' stub ; excepting only fish, butter, tallow, and whatever 
else will be spoiled in the carriage. On the contrary, 
that no goods whatsoever shall be imported hither, ex- 
cept jBrom England, ^nder the same penalty : That Eng- 
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laod vhould' be forced, at thrown fates,t08eQd us ovv 
clothes ready made, as well as shirts aod snaocksy Uy tbe 
soldiers aod their tmllsf all iroD, wooden, aod earlheB 
ware ; aod whatever furniture may be necessary for the 
cabins of grazkrs, with a si^Sk^ieot quantity of ^d aad 
<fther spirits^ for those who caa afford to get drunk on 
holidays. 

As to^theciYil and ecelesiastici^ adaiinistratioa, which 
I hare not yet fully conflidered, I can say little; only 
with regard to the latter, it is pla&K that the avtide of 
paying tithe for supporting speculative opimons in reli- 
gion, which is so insflpportahlea burden to all true pio- 
testants, aod to most chmchwaco , w^l be very ntwli les- 
sened by this expedient ; because dry cattle pay nothing 
to the spiritual hirelii^, aoy more thsQ imported com; 
so that the industrious shepherd and cowherd may ait 
every man under his own blackberry bush, and on lus 
own potatoe bed, whefd>y Uiis happy island wfll become 
a new Arcadia. 

I do Mkewise propose, that no money shall be used in 
Ireland, except what is made of leather, which likewise 
shall be coined in £n^and, and imported; and that the 
taxes shaU be levied out of the commodities we export 
for England^ and there turned into money for his majes- 
^'s use; and ihe rents to landlords discharged Vi the 
same manner. This will be i|o manner of gprievance, for 
we already see it very practicaMe to live without money, 
and shall be more convinced of it every day. But 
whether paper shall continue to supply that defect, <Nr 
whether we shall hang up all those who profess the trade 
of bankars (which latter I am rather inclined to) must be 
left ta the consideratioa of wiser politid^Uis. 

That which makes me more zealously bent upon this 
scheme, is, my desire of living In amity with our neigb- 
bouriog brethren ; for we have ahready tried aH other 
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WSUXAy witfaent eifect/ to that blessed edd ; and, hy tiie 
course of measures taken for some years past, it should 
seem that we ate all agreed in the point. 

This expedient will be of great advantage to botH 
kingdoms, upon several accounts : For, as to England, 
they have a just claim to the balance of trade on theif 
side with the whole world : and therefore our ancestor* 
and we,' who conquered this kingdom for them, ought, 
in duty and gratitude, to let them have the whole bene- 
fit of that conquest to themselves ; especially, when the 
conquest was amicably made without bloodshed, by stl* 
pulation between the Irish princes and Henry II; by 
which they paid him, indeed, not equal homage with 
what the electors of Germany do the emperor, but very 
near the same that he did to the king of France, for his 
French dominions. 

In consequence of this claim from England, that king- 
dom may very reasonably demand the benefit of all out 
commodities in their natural growth, to be manufactured 
by their people, and a sufficient quantity of them for 
our use to be returned hither fully manufactured. 

This, on the other »de, will be of great benefit to our 
inhabitants the graziers ; when time and labour will be 
too much taken up in manuring then: ground, feeding 
their cattle, sheering their sheep, and sending over their" 
oxen fit for slaughter; to which employments they are 
turned by nature, as descended from the Scythians, wfaoae 
diet they are still so fond oS. So Viigil describes it : 

£t lac concretum cum sanguine bibet equioo.* 

Which in English, is bonnyclabber,t mingled with the 
blood of horses, as they formerly did, until ^Sofomi the 

• " For drink and food, 

Ther mix their curdled milk with horses* blood.** l>»tinir. 

t Thick, sour ii41k. F. 
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t>eginiiing of the last century; when luxury^ under th^ 
form of politeness, began to creep in, they changed the 
blood of horses for that of their black cattle ; and, by 
consequence, became less warlike than their ancestors. 

Although I proposed that the army should be collect- 
ors of the public revenues, yet I did not thereby intend 
that those taxes should be paid in gold or silver; but in 
kind, as all other rent : For, the custom of tenants mak- 
ing their payments in money, is a new thing in the 
world, little known in former ages, nor generally prac- 
tised in any nation at present, except this island and the 
southern parts of Britain. But, to my great satisfac- 
tion, I foresee better times; the ancient manner begins 
to be now practised in many parts of Connaught, as well 
as in the county of Corke ; where the squires turn ten- 
ants to themselves, divide so many cattle to their slaves, 
who are to privide such a quantity of butter, hides, or 
tallow, still keeping up their number of cattle; and car- 
ry the goods to Corke, or other port towns, and then sell 
them to merchants. By which invention there is no 
such thing as a ruined farmer to be seen ; but the peo- 
ple live with comfort on potatoes and bonnyclabber^ 
neither of which are vendible commodities abroad. 
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PEESBYTERIANS' PLEA OF MERIT 

IN ORDER TO 

TAKE OFF THE TEST, 

Impartially ExamnedJ^ 
i73L 



We have been told, in the common newspapers, that 
all attempts are to be made this session by the presbj- 
terians, and their abettors, for taking off the test ; as a 
kind of preparatory step to make it go down smoother in 
England. For, if once their light would so shine, the 
papists, delighted with the blaze, would all come in and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent method ; 
like that of a discreet physician, who first gives a new 
medicine to a dog, before he preEcribes it to a human 
creature. 

The presbyterians have, ever since the Revolution, 
directed their learned casuists to employ their pens on 

» The *• Presbyterians' Plea of Merit," the " Plea for repealing 
th« Test in Favour of the Roman Gatholies,** and the ^* Queries 
rdatiog to tiie Sacramental' Test,*^ are looked upon to be the best 
tractfl that were published upon the Test. If the poisonous bait for 
the Cliorch (The Proposal to take off the Test) was first offered ii^ 
Ireland, it ought to be remembered, that the antidote came t)«V^ 
UJtewiie. W. B. 

VOL. Xlli. ¥ 
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this subject, by sbowiog their merits and pretension?, 
upon which they claim thb justice, as founded upon the 
services they did toward the restoration of King Charles 
the second, and at the Revohition under the Prince of 
Orange. Which pleas I take to be the most singular in 
their kind, that ever were offered in the face of the sun, 
against the most glaring lights of truth, and against a 
continuation of public facts, known to all Europe, for 
twenty years together. I shall therefore impartially ex- 
amine the merits and conduct of the presbytenans, upon 
those two great events; and the pretensions to favour, 
which they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation in the church in England, 
under Edward the sixth, upon Queen Mary's succeeding 
to the crown (who restored popery) many protestants fled 
out of England, to escape the persecution raised against 
the chuixh, as her brother had left it established. Some 
of these exiles went to Geneva ; which city had receiv- 
ed the doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the government 
of bishops; with many other refinements. These Eng-, 
lish exiles readily embraced the Geneva system ; and 
having added farther improvements of their own, upon 
Queen Mary's death returned to England ; where they 
preached up their own opinions, inveighing bitterly 
agadnst episcopacy, and all rites and. ceremonies, how- 
ever innocent and ancient in the church : building upon 
this foundation, to run as far as possil)lc from popery, 
even in the most minute and indlflfei'cnt circumstances. 
This faction, umlcr tlie name of puritan, became veiy' 
turbulent during the w hole reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
and were always discouraged by that wise queen, as wcJl, 
as by her two successors. However, their numbers, as 
well as their insolence and perverseness, so far increas-' 
cd, that soon after the death of King James tlie First, 
many instances of their petulancy and scurrility are to. 
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bt seea in their pamphlets^ ivrittea some years afitr 
(which was a trade they begaa in tlie days of Queen ' 
£3]2syi)eth) particularly with great rancour agaiust the 
bishops, the habits, and the ceirein<H)ies : such were tliosc 
scurrilous libels under the title of Martin Mar-prelate, 
and several others. And although the Earl of Claien-^ 
doQ tells us, until the year 1640 (as I remember) the ' 
kingdom was in a state of perfect peace and happiness^ 
without the least appearance of thought or design to* 
wflord making any alterations in religion or government ; 
yet I have found, by often rummaging for old books in 
Little Britain and Duck-lane, a great number of pam- ' 
phlets printed from the year 1630 to 1640, full of as 
bold and impious railing expressions against the lawful 
power of the crown, and the order of bishops, as ever 
were uttered during the rebellion, or the whole subse- * 
queot tyranny of that fanatic anarcliy. However, I 
find it manifest that puritani«n did not erect itself into a 
new aepurate species of religion, till some time after the ' 
rebellion began. For, in the latter times of King James 
the First, and the former part of his son, there were seve- 
nA puritan bishops, and many puritan private cleigymen ; 
while people went, as their inclinations led them, to heat - 
preachers of each party in the parish churches ; for the 
puritan clergy had received episcopal orders, as well as 
the rest. But soon alter the rebellion broki; out, the ^ 
tcnn puritan gradually dropped, and thatof presbyteriim 
fiiioceeded ; which sect was iii two or three years esta- 
btiabed in all its forms, by what they called an ordinance 
of the lords and commons, witliont consulting the king^ 
who was then at war against his ribels. And from th's 
period, the church continued under persecution, until 
mooaichy was restored in the year 1666, 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new par- 
ty risen, and growing in the parliament as well as the 
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armjt under the naine of indepeadeot; U spread indeed 
•omewbat more lu the latter, butno^ equal with the preir 
)i>yteriaQ3» either iu weight or nundier, until the Yery:^ 
lime the l^iog was .murdered. 

Wheo the king, who was then a prisoner in the Isle of 
Wight, had made his last concessions /or a peace to the 
conunismners of the parliamenty who attended him thece; 
upon their return to Jjoodon they reported his majesty's . 
answer to the house. Whereupon a number ^of moderate 
members, who, as Ludlow says, bad secured thdu- own 
terms with that prince, managed with so much art, as to 
obtain a majority in a thin bouse for passing a. rote, that 
the king's concessions were a ground for future settle- 
ment. But the great officers of the army, joining with 
the discontented members, came to a resolution of ex- 
cluding all those who had consented to that vote ; which 
they executed in a military way. Ireton tdd Fairfax, 
the general, a rigid presbyterian, of tliis resolution : who 
tbapeupon issued his orders for drawing out the army , 
the next morning, and placmg guards in Westminsteiw 
hall, the court of requests, and Uie lobby ; who, in obe- 
dience to the general, in conjunction with tlM»e mem- 
bers who opposed the vote, wmdd let no member enter 
the house, excq>t those of their own party. Upon whichy 
the question for bringing the king to justice was imme- 
diately put, and carried without opposition, that I can 
find* Then an order was made for his trial; the time 
and{4ace appointed; the judges named, of whom Fair* 
fax< himself was one : although, by the advice or threats 
of his wife, he declined sitting among them. However, 
by firesh orders under his own hand, which I have seen 
in print, he appointed guards to attend the judges at the^ 
trial, and to keep the city in quiet; as he did likewise ta . 
prevent any opposition from the people, upon the day of 
execuiioo. 
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From ivhat I have already deduced, it appears mani^ 
'fet, that the differences b^ween these two sects, pre9- 
liyterian and independent, did not then amount to half 
ID much, as what there is l)etweeD a whig and tory at 
present aniong us. The design of utterly extirpating 
ONmarchy and episcopacy, was equally the same in both ; 
evidently the consequence of the very saote principles, 
flpon which the presbyterians alone began, ^^utinued, 
and would have ended in the same events ; if, toward 
the conclusion, they had not been bearded by that new 
party, with whom they could not agree about dividing 
the spoiL However, they held a good sbi^e of civil and 
Mlitaiy employments during the whole time of the usur- 
paUoa ; add their names, actions, and preferments, are 
(hxjiKdt ib the accounts (rf* those times. For I malie no 
doubt, that all the prudent presbyterians complied in pro* 
|»er aeasons, foHii^ in with the stream ; and thereby got 
that share in employments, which many of them held to 
the restoration ; ami perhaps too many <^ them after. 
In the same manner, we find our wisest tories in both 
kingdonib) upon the change of hands add measures at 
the queen^s death, have endeavoured for sereral years, 
by due compliances, to recover the time they had lost 
bj a temporary obstinacy; wherein they have well sue* 
eeeded, according to their degrees of merit; of whose 
names I could here make honourable mention, if I did 
not fear It might offend their modesty. As to what is 
alleged, that some of the presbyterians dieclared openly 
against the king's murder, I allow it to be true. But from 
what motives? No other can possibly be assigned than 
perfect spite, rage, and envy, to find themselves wormed 
out of all power, by a new infant spawn of independents, 
sprung from thehr own bowels. It is tnie, the differenr 
ces in religious tenets between them are very few and 
trlffiug; the chief quarrel, as far as I remember, relating 
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lo congre^tioaal and national assctmblks. But wj^at- 
«Ter interest or power thinks fit to interfere, it little im^ 
fK)rt3 tvhat principles, the opposite parties tbiuk Ai to 
t^hai^e upon each other : for we see at this day, that the 
tories are inin*e hated by the uhole set ofzealouB wbigs 
than the veiy papists themselves; and in efEsct as much 
unqualified for the smallest office: altlKiiigb both these 
parties assert themselves to be of the same reK^o, in 
all its branches of doctrine and discipline ; aod profess 
the same loyalty, to the same protcstant king, and his 
JieiTB* 

. If the reader irould know what became of thb iade- 
pesdeot party, upon whom all the mischief is cbaiged 
by tbeir presby teriao brethren, he may please to observe, 
^mt dining the whole usurpation, they eonteoded by 
degre<^ with their parent sect, and as I have. already 
said, diaxed in employments, and gradually^ after the 
sestoraitiao, mingled with the mass of presbyterians ; 
lying ever since undistinguished in the herd of dis- 
^enters. , 

The presbyterian merit is of as little wca^it, whea, 
they allege themselves instrumental toward the king's 
r^toration. The kingdom grew tired with those rkfi- 
culous models of government : first, by a bouse of lords 
and, commons without a king; then, without bishops; 
afterward) by a rump^ and lords temporal ; then, by a 
rump alone; next, by a single perscin for lif^ in con^ 
junction with a council; by agitators; bj major-gepe- 
rals; by a new Idnd of representatives kom the three 
kingdoms; by the keepers of the lib^ies qi England ; 
•with other schemes that have slipped out of my memocyt 

. * Tbisname was given ta that part of the house of commons, vbich 
remained after the moderate mm had been expelled by military 
'force. H. 
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^romweil was dead ; his son Richard, a weak ignorant 
wretch, who gave up his monarchj much in the same 
manner with the two usui;ptog kings of Brentford ;* the 
people harassed with taxes, ami other oppressions. The 
kirk's party, then called the cavaliers, began to recover 
their spirits. The few nobility scattered through tlie 
kii^dom, who lived in a most retired manner, obserriog 
the coDfuaioD of things^ could no longer endure to be rid- 
den by bakers, cobblei-s, brewers, and the like, at the 
head of armies, and plundering every where like French 
dragoons. The rump assembly grew despicable ta those 
who had raised them : the city of London, eichansted 
by almost twenty years contribating to their own ram, 
ideelared against them. The rump, after many deaths 
and resurrections, was, in the most contemptuous man- 
ner, kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The excluded 
meaibers were let in; a free parliament called, in as 
legal a manner as the times would allow ; and the king 
restmfted. 

' The second claim of presbytcrian merit) is founded " 
]ApeQ. their services against Uie dangerous designs of 
Kii^ Janes the second, wkMe that prince was using all 
bis endeavours to introduce popery, which he openly 
professed upon Im caning to the crown : to this, they 
add dj^ir. eminent servicer at the revolution, under the 
Wnce of Orange. 

- Now the quantum of presbytcrian merit during the 
four years re%n of that weak, bigotted, and ill-advised 
prince, as well as at tlie time of the revolution, will 
^9iafy be computed, by a recourse to a great number of 
histories, pamphlets, and public papers, printed in those 
times, and some afterward ; besi<le the verbal testimonies 
of many persona yet alive, who are old enough to havft 

* In the Rehearsal. IT. 
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kaowD and observed the diasentera conduct ia dmt critfr 
(;al peiiod. 

It 19 agreed, that upoa Kiog Charles the Second^s 
death, aoou after his aaccesBor had publicly oimed tnai- 
self a rotnao catholic, lie b^gan with hia first careasea 
to the church party ; from whom having received veiy 
€old discouraging answers, he applied to the presbyte- 
tiaa leaders and teachers; being advised by his prieafis 
and popl$h courtierB, that the safest method toward in^ 
Ivodudng his own religion, would be^ by taking off the 
sacramental test, and giving a full liberty of conscience 
to all neligions, I suppose that fNrofessed dnliUaii^. It 
seems that the presb^terians in the latter years of Kiag 
Charles the Second, upon account of certain plats (at 
Jawed by Bishop Burnet to be genuine) had been for a 
riiort time forbidden to hold their conventicles. Where* 
upon these charitiMe christiaiis, out of perfect resepl^ 
asent against the church, received the gracious offeta of 
King James with the strongest professions of loy dty, and 
Ugliest acknowledirmeots for bis favour. I haveseei^ 
IKveral of thehr addresses, full of thanks and praises^ 
with bitter insinuations of What they bad suffered; pat- 
ting themselves and the papista upon the same foot, aa 
fellow-sufferers for conscience ; and with the style of our 
brethren the Roman catholics. About this time began 
the project of closetting, which has since been praetised 
many dmes with more art and success, where the prind- 
pal gentlemen of the kingdom were privately catechised 
by his majesty, to know, whether if a new parliament 
were called, they would agree to pass an act for repeal- 
ing the sacramental test, and establishing a general 
liberty of conscience. But he received so little encou- 
ragement, that despairing of success, he had recourse to 
his dbpeuBing powei*, which the judges had determined 
^ be part of his prerogative. By colour of this deter^ 
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attaatioo, he preferred several preabjteriaD^ and many 
papists, to civil and military employments. While the 
king was thu9 busied, it is well known that Monsleuv 
Fagely the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opin- 
ion of the Prince and Princess of Orange concerning the 
repeal of the test; whereof the king had sent an account 
to their highnesses, to know how far they approved of 
it The substance of their answer, as reported by Fa- 
gel, was this, ^ That their highnesses diought very well 
of a liberty of conscience ; but by no means of giving 
employments to any other persons, than those who were 
of die national church." This opinion was confirmed 
by several reasons : I cannot be more particular, not 
having the paper by me, although it has been printed in 
many accounts of those times. And thus much every 
moderate churchman would perhaps submit to: but to 
tast any part of the civil power in the hands of those, 
whose interest, inclination, conscience, and former prac- 
'tices, have been wholly turned to introduce a different 
system of rel^ion and government, has very few exam- 
ples in any christian state ; nor any at all in Holland> 
the great patroness of universcd toleration. 

Upon the first intelligence King James received of an 
intended invasion by the Prince of Orange, among great 
munbers of papists, to increase his troops, he gave com- 
Bissions to several presby terians ; some of whom had 
teen officers under Uie rump; and particularly he plac- 
ed one Richards, a noted presbyterian, at the head of a 
regiment, who had been governor of Wexford in Ci om- 
"veirs time, and b often mentioned by Ludlow in his 
Memoirs. This regiment was raised in England against 
the Prince of Orange: the Colonel made his son a cap- 
tain, whom I knew, and who was as zealous a presbyte- 
rian as his father, ilowever, at the time of the prince's 
the fother easily foreseeing how things would go, 

F 2 
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veot over, Uke maDy otherr, to the prince, vko cootuw* 
ed him in his re^^iment; but comiug over a jear or two 
after to assist in raising the siege of Derrj^ he behaved 
himself so like either a coward or a traitor, that his 
ri^iment w» U>kea bom bin.. 

, I will now consider the conduct of the church party, 
•duiii^ the whole reign of that unfortunate king. They 
were so unanimous against promising to pass an act for 
i*epealing the test, and establishing a general liberty of 
conscience, that the king durst not trust a pailiament ; 
but, encouraged by (he professions of loyalty given hins 
by his presby terian frieods, weat on with hb dispensing 
power. 

The church energy, at that time, are allowed to have 
written the best collection of tracts against popery, that 
jDver appeared in England ; which are. to this day in 
the highest este^. But, upon the strict^ inquiry, I 
could never hear of above one or two papers published 
by the presby terians at that time upon the same subject 
Seven great prelates (he of Canterbury among the rest) 
were sent to the Tower for presentmg a petitioi^ where* 
iu they desired to be excused in not obeying an illegal 
^command from the king. The bishop of London, Dr. 
Compton, was summoned to answer before the commis- 
sioners for ecclesiastical ^flfairs, for not suspending Dr. 
Sharp (afterward aichbishop of York) by the king^^ 
command. If the presbj terians expressed the sunezeal 
;upon any occasion, the instances of it are no^t, as I cap 
(ind, left upon record, or transmitted by tradition. Tbf 
.proceedings agaiast Magdalen college in Oxford, for re- 
liising to comply with the king's mandate for admitting 
a professed papist upon their foundation, are a standing 
proof of the courage an<i firmness in religion shown by 
that learned society, to the ruin of their fortunes. The 
presb J terians know very well, that I ^ould produce ma» 
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1^ more instances of the same kind. Bat these are 
eQOU|;h in so short a paper as I intend at present* 

It IS indeed verj true, that after King William vas 
settled on the English throne, the preebjterians hcgaa 
to appev, and offer their credentials, and demand fa^ 
your : and the new king, having been orij^allj bred a 
calriuist, vas desirous enough to make them easy (if 
that noold do it) by a legal toleration; although in faJs 
heart he never bore much affection to that sect; nor d^ 
signed to favour them farther than as it stood vith the 
present scheme of politics ; as I have long since been af? 
Hired bj the greatest men of m big principles at tha4 
lime in England. 

It is likewise true, nor will it be denied, that whei> 
the king was possessed of the English crown, and tlie 
remainder of the quarrel was left to be decided in thi^ 
kingdom ; the presbyteriaus wisely ciipse to join ^ith 
lite prolestant army, rather than with that of King Jame^ 
^their old friend, whose affairs were then in a manner 
desperate. They were wise enough to know, that th^s 
iLingdom divided against itself, could never . pirevail 
against the united power of England. They fought /?ro 
oris elfods ; for their estates and religion ; which laU 
«ter will never suffer so much by the church of England, 
as by that of Rome, where they are counted heretics as 
well as we : and consequently they have no other game 
io play. But what merit they caj% build upon having 
joined with a protestant army, under a king they ac- 
knowledged, to defend their own liberties and properticfl 
. against a popish enemy, under an abdicated kiug^ is, J 
confesB^ to me absolutely inconceivable; and I believe 
will equally be so for ever lo any reasonable man. 

When these sectaries were several years ago^ making 
the same attempt for abolishing the test^ many groundless 
leports were industiiously and seasopaUy spread^ of a» 
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liiyaslon t^reaten(i t^ the pretender cm the north of Ire^ 

land. At whioh time, the presb^teriaDfl, in their pam- 

phletfl^ argued In a menacing manner, that if the preteuder 

should Invade those parts of the kingdom, where the 

immi)erB and estates of dissenters chiefly lay, they would 

ttt ttyi, and Idt us fight our own battles; since they were 

to reap no advantage, whichever side should be victon. 

If this were the course they intended i& take in such a 

ease, I desire to know, how they eould contrive saMjr 

(« stand neuters, otherwise than by a compact widi tiie 

l^tender and his army, to support their neutrality, and 

protect them against the farces of the crown ? Thb is b 

necessary supposition; because they must otherwise 

have inevitably been a prey to both. However, l^ this 

frank declaration, they suffidently showed their good 

will, and eonfirmed the common charge laid at thdr 

door ; that a Scottish or northern presbyterian, hates our 

epiicopal estabHdied church more than popery ^itsdf* 

And the reason for this hatred is natural enough ; be* 

einse it is the church alone that stands in the way bet 

tween them and power, which popery does not 

Upon this ocfsasion, I am in some doubt whether the 
political spreaders of those chimerical invasions, made a 
judicious choice, in fixing the northern parts of Irelad 
for that romantic enterprise. Nor can I well under- 
flfand the wisdom of the presbyterians^ in countenaodng 
and confirming those reports; because it seems to cast a 
most Iniarootts reflection upon the loyalty and religious 
principles of their whole body : for, if there had been 
any truth in the matter, the consequence must have 
been allowed, that the preteader counted upon more'a»^ 
-flistance from his father's friends, the presbyterians, by 
loosing to limd in those very parts where their nuro- 
bi|r, wealth, and power most prevailed, rather than 
4i||oyoif tboae of hb titwn religioa. And Ibercifercv 19 
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C3haiit}r ta this sect, I rmlier locHiie to beHere^ <tet 
those reports of ao - iovaBion w^ formed and spread 
by the rac6 of small polhktfiuis, ki order to do aseasOB^ 
aUejob. 

As to popery in general, which for a thousand yeim 
past has been introducing and multiplying comipHout 
both in doctrine and discipline ; I look upon it to be 
the most absurd system of Christianity, professed by any 
natioD. But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in 
much danger from it. The estates of papists are very 
few; crumbling into small parcels, and dtily diminisk- 
ing ; tlseir common people are sunk in poverty, igQO> 
ranee, and cowardice; and of as Httle consequence as 
women and children. Their nobility and gentry are at 
least one half ruined, banished, or converted : they dl 
soundly feel the smart of what they suffered in the last 
Irish war : some of them are already retired into foreign 
countries ; others, as I am told, intend to iUlow them ; 
and the rest, I bdieve, to a man, who stiH possess any 
lands, are absolutely deteroiined never to hazard diem 
again, for the sake of establiBhing their superstition. If 
it has been thought fit, as some observe, to abate iA the 
law's rigour against popery in this kingdom, I am coo* 
ftdent it was done for very wise reasons, considering the 
situation of affairs abroad at different times, and the in^ 
lerest of the protestant religion in general. And as I do 
not fiod the least feult in this proceeding, so I do not 
conceive, why a sunk discarded party, who neither ex- 
pect nor desire any thing more than a quiet life^ should, 
under the names of highflyers, Jacobites, and many other 
vile appellations, be chai^d so (rfien in print, and at 
common tables, with endeavouring to introduce popeiy 
and the pretender; while the papists aMior them above 
all other men, on account of severities agahist ^leir 
priests la her lata majesty's reign, whcu the now^ip 
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l^wried fopiibate paity w«i IB power* TUs I was cod*. 
Tiaeed of «oine jean ago by a loog joiumey ioto the 
ao^tbeiA parts; where I had the cunoikj to. send for 
maoy priests of the parishes I passed through, and to 
py ipreatsatisfiiction foood them eyery where aboundiiig 
in^MTofessiops of loyalty to the late Klog George; for 
which they gare me the reasons above mentioned ; at 
the same time complaining bitterly of the hardships they 
suflfered under the queen^s last ministry. 

I return from this digression to the modest demands 
of ibe Presbyterians for a repeal of the sacramental test, 
as a reward for their merits at the restoration and the 
t^volutloo; which merits I have fairly represented, as 
wiell as my memory would allow me. If I have com* 
loitted any mistakes, they must be of little moment. 
The facts and principal circumstances are what I have 
^ibtained and digested from reading the histories of those 
limes written by eadi party ; and many thousands have 
done the same as well as I, who I am sure have in their 
minds drawn the same conclusions. 

This is the facdon, i^nd these the men, who are now 
lesumiog their applications, and giving in their bills ^ 
merit to both kingdoms, upon two points, which, of all 
j^thens they have the least pretensions to offer. I have 
collected the facts, with all possible impartiality, from the 
^euareot histories of those times; and have shown, al- 
though very briefly, the gradual proceedings of those 
.sectaries, under the denominations of puritans, presbyte- 
liaas and independents, for about the space of a hundred 
suwi eighty years, irom the b^inning of Queen £iiza* 
betb to t^s present tune. But, notwithstanding all thai 
can be said, these very schismatics (for such they are ip 
temporals as well as spirituals) are now again expecting, 
floUcitiog and demanding (not without insinuating threata, 
accgrdipg to theur custom) that th; parliament shou^i 



pS tbem Bjioii an eqoml foot wilh the cbiiidiCiiBMii^. 
I would fain know to what braodi of the leciilatitre ^ttf 
can have the forehead to a^y. Not to my loida Uw 
bishops; ifbo must have often read how the predeee^* 
sons of this very factkm, aetiog upon the saoie prlodplei^ 
drove the whole bepch out of the house, who were tbei^ 
and hitherto continue, one of the three estates : not to the 
temporal peers, the second of the three estates, wbomnsl 
liave heard, that immediately after those rebellious £saA» 
tics had murdered their king, they voted a house of lords 
to be useless and dangerous, aod would let .them sit bo 
longer, otherwise than wheo elected as coromooers : not 
tQ. the house of commons ; who must have heard, that la 
those fanatic times, thf presbjterian aqd independeal 
commanders in the army, by military power expelled all 
the moderate men out of the house, and left a camp to 
govern the nation : lastly, not to the crown ; which these 
very saints, destined to rule the earth, tramfded under 
their feet, and then in cold blood murdered the blessod 
•wearer. 

But the session now approaching, and a dan of dis* 
sentiog teachers being come u^ to town from their 
northern head quarters, accompanied by many of tbdr 
.elders and agents, and supported by a general contriba- 
iiori to solicit their establishment, with a capacity of 
holding all military, as well as civijl employments^ I think 
It high time that this paper should see the light. How* 
.ever, I cannot conclude without freely cooHnsiag, that if 
the. presbyteiians should obtain their ends, I could not b« 
sorry to find them mistaken in the point which they have 
^ ^l08t at heart, by the repeal of the test, I mean the bene- 
. fit of employments. For, after all, what assurance can fi 
Scottish northern dissenter, bom on Irish ground, have, 
.th^t he shall be treated with as much favour as a txu$ 
Scot born beyond the Tweed ? 
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I am f^hif eoough to beKere, that all I have said 
wMi avail but little. I have the oommoB excuse of other 
teen, when I ihidE myself bound by ail religious and ci- 
vil ties to dSseharge my coosdeiM^e, and to ivam my 
eoHOCiymeo upon this important occasion. It is true, 
llie iidvlwstei for this sdieme promise a new world after 
ttikr blessed W(vk shall be completed ; that dl animosity 
find feetlon must iromediajtely drop; that the only dis- 
'AietioD in this kingdom will then be of papist and pro- 
tMant^. for, as to widg and tory, high churdi and low 
diurdi, Jacobite and Hanoverian, court and country par* 
ty,' English and Irbh interests, dissenters and confomii8ta» 
new Hghtand old light, anabaptist and independent, qiia- 
Iter and muggletonian ; they will afl meet and jumble 
together hito a perfect harmony, at die sessions and as^ 
frizes, ou the bench and in tike revenues; and upon the 
irhok^ in all civil and military trustsj not excepting thou 
great eonndls of the nation. For it is wisely argued 
Ihus: that aidagdom being no nnnre than a laiger knot 
of friends met' ttf^ether, it is against the rules of good 
vsanBers to sAiut &f person out of the company, except 
the papists, who profess themselves of another club. 

I afltf at a toss to know, what arts the presbyterian sect 
iQleRds to use, in coovinciug the world of their loyalty to 
kic^y government, which (long before die prevalence^ 
or«veo1he bhth of their independent rivals), as soon aa 
the kiiig^s fiorces wcfre overcome, declared their prima- 
pies to be a^inst monarchy, as well as episcopacy and 
the house of lords, even until the king was restored : at 
mMefa event, althongh they were forced to submit to the 
present power, yet I have not heard that they ever, to 
this day, renounce any one principle, by which their 
{Mredeoessors then acted; yet this they have been chal- 
iniged to do, or at least to show that others have done ft 
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for them, bj a certaia doctor^* who, M I am UM^ his 
Bmch empleyed his pen in the tte disputes. I own, 
Ifaef will be readj eomi^ to iosiouate themsehres iolo 
Bay govetnment : hot if thej^Bieaa to be bomestaiidttp^ 
riglht, die^ will and must eodeavour, by all meoMlFhleh 
tiiey shaft think lawful, to iotroduce and estfeMisii tfaek 
own scheme of reH^poo, as nearest appnmehiog to the 
word of God, by casting out aft superstitiotist^reimNiiess 
eoeleda^icd titles, baUts, distinctions, and superiorities^ 
as rags of popery, in order to a borough rcfformatioo ; 
Md as in chaiitj bound to promote the salvation of their 
eanntrymen, wishing, with St Paul, that the whole kiibg^^ 
dom were as they are. But what assurance wHl they 
please to gire, that when their sect sbldl beoooie the nft» 
tlonal estiMfsbed worship, they will treat Us Dfaientera' 
as we hare treated them ? Was this their course of pr»* 
eeeding during the dominion of the^atuts ? Were not aA 
Uie remainders of the episcopid church in those days, e»> 
pedaily the dergy, udder a persecution fer above a di^ 
fsen featSi equal to that of the prunidve christians under 
heathen emperors ? That this proceedios; was suitable t6 
their principles, is known enou^; for many 6f thetr 
preachers then writ books against allowing any Hbeity 
of conscience in a religion different from their own ; pro* 
ducing many arguments to proTO that opinion, an(l, among 
the rest, one frequently insisted on ; diat allowing such 
a liberty would be to establish iniquity by a law.f 
Many of these writings are yet to be seen ; and I heap 
have been quoted by the doctor above mentioned. 

As to their great objection of prostituting that holy 
institution, the blessed sacrament, by way of a test beitare 
admittance Into any employment; I ask, whether they 

• Dr.Tiidal. F. 

f See many hundred quotatioDi to pcore thif,ia the treatife cnUed^ 
9 Scotch PnAj U r U n Eloqacnce.'* H« 
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irdidd QDt be cootent to receire it after their own man- 
lier for the office of a judge, for that of a commisaiooer 
In the reveoue, for a regimeiit of borse, or to be a lord 
juMioeP I believe they would scruple it as little, as a 
loBg grace before and after dinner, which they can say 
^thout beodii]^ a knee; for, as I have been told, their 
manner <tf taking bread and wine in their eonvendcles, is 
jperfimned with little move splenuuty than at th^ com- 
mon oB^als. And, therefore, since they look upon our 
fsractice in recdTing the elements to be idolatrous, &ey 
iKitfaer can, nor ought in conscience to allow us diat 
•libeily, otherwise than by connivance, and a bare tolara- 
tioB, like what is permitted to the papists. But lest we 
should oifend them, I am ready to change this test for aih 
l>ther ; ahhoogh I am afraid, that sanct^d reason is by 
no means the point where the difficulty pinches, and Is 
only offered hy pretended churchmen ; as if they could 
be content, with our beiievkig^ that the impiety and pro* 
Anation of making the sacrament a test, were the only 
objection, J therefore propose, that bef«M^ the present 
^aw be repealed, another may be enacted ; that no man 
Aall receive any employment, before he swears himself 
4o be a true member of the church of Ireland, in doctrine 
.and discipline, 6ic. and that he will never fi^equent or 
communicate with any other form of wQrshlp^ It shall 
jdkewise be farther enacted^ that whoever offends, &c. 
fdiall be fined five hundred pounds, imprjaoued for a yeat 
and a day, and rendered incapable of all; public trust 
for ever. Otherwise, I do insist, that tliose pious, indul* 
gent, external professors of our national religion, shall 
#lther give up that fallacious hypocritical reason for tak- 
ing off the test; or freely coufesS) that they desire to 
have a gate wide open for every sect^ without any test at 
all, except that of swearing loyalty to the king : which, 
towever, considering their prirxipMs with regard to mo* 
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parcby 7et unrenounced, m^t, if they would please to 
look deep enough into their own hearts, prove a more 
bitter test, than any other that the law ha^yet iovented* 

For, fi-om the first time that these sectaries a(|>ear- 
ed in the world, it has been always found, by their whole 
proceedings, that they profeaeed an utter haUed to Uof- 
ly government. I can recollect at present three civil 
establishments, where calvinists, and some other refiMv* 
mers who rejected episcopacy, possess the supreme pow* 
er i and these are all republics; I mean Holland^ Gene- 
va, and the reformed Swiss cantons. I do not say this 
in diminution or disgrace to commonwealths : wherein 
1 confesiB I have much altered many opinions under 
which I was educated, having been led by some obs»« 
vation, long experience, and a thorough detcitation for 
the corruptions of mankind : insomudi that I am now 
justly liable to the censure of Hobbes, who complain^ 
tiiat the youth of England imbibe ill opinions from read- 
ing the histories of ancient Greece and Rome^ tliosa re- 
nowned scenes of liberty and every virtue. 

But as to monarchs, who must be supposed well tosln^ 
dy and understand their own interest ; they will besl 
consider, whether those people, who in all their actioQiy 
preachings, and writings, have openly declared tbemselvta 
against regal powa*, are to be safely placed in an equal 
degree of favour and trust, with those, who have been d> 
ways found the true and only friends to the £ngli(rii 
establishment. From which consideration, I could have 
added one more article to my new test, if I had thought 
it worth my time. 

I have been assured by some persons who were pre- 
sent, that several of these dissenting teachers, upon thoilr 
fitat arrival hither* to solicit the repeal of the test, were 
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Arrival hither.* i« not En{tish ; it should be * arrival Acre.* ?*: 
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pleased to express their gratitude by publicly driokiog 
fbe healths of certain emioeut patrons, whom they pre- 
tedd to have found among us. If this be true, and that 
the test must be delivered up by the very superiors ap- 
|k>inted to defend it ; the affair is already in fact at an 
end. What secret reasons those patrons may have givea 
for such a return of brotherly love, I shall not inquire : 
^ for O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto 
ibeir assembly, mine honour, be not thou united. For, 
in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-wUl 
they digged down a wail. Cursed be their auger, for it 
was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel. I wiP ^ 
vide them in Jacol>, and scatter them in Isra^.*' 
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A NARRATIVE 

OF THX 

SEVERAL ATTEMPTS 

WHICH THB 

DISSENTERS OP IRELAND HAVE MADE, 

FOB A 

REPEAL OF THE SACRAMENTAL TEST: 

HUMBLY INSGRIBBD TO THB CONFORMING VOjm^m AMD 
GBNTBT OF IBELAMU, 1731.^ 



Whbn the oath of s^premacf was repealed, which 
bad been the chufdi's great fecurity, fdoce the second of 
Queen Elizabeth, a^mt both {mpiats and preabyteii- 
aitt» who equally, refused it, it let in such a citrraiit ^ 

* This little tract was orisioally printed at Dublin in a periodical 
paper called " The Correspondent'* It was annexed to the second 
edition of the Presbyterian Plea of Merit; and, to make room for it, 
hn Ode to Humphry French, Esq. which stood In the ilrst edition, wat 
omitted in the second. — It may not be improper to observe, that it 
was answered, in *' A Vindication of the IVoteitant Dissenters from 
the Aspersions cast upon them in a late pamphlet, entitled, tliePrei- 
byterian's Plea of Merit, &c. with some Rema^|| on a papier called 
The Correspondent, giring a pretended NarratiT«,r &c. N. 
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dineiiteri into some of our corporatioos^ as bore down all 
before them. 

Aldiough the sacramental test had been for a consider- 
aUe time in force in England, jet that law did not reach 
Irdand, where the church was more oppressed by dis- 
seoters^ and where her most sanguine friends were glad 
to compound, to preserve what legal security' she had 
left, rather than attempt anj new, or even to recover 
what die had lost : and in truth thej had no reason to 
expect it, at a time when the dissenters had the interest 
to have a motion made and debated in parliament, that 
there might be a temporary repeal of all the penal laws 
against them ; and when they were so flushed with the 
conquest they had made in some corporations, as to re- 
ject all overture of a toleration ; and, to that end, had 
employed Mr. Boyse to write against it with the utmost 
contempt, calling it ^ a stone instead of bread, a ser- 
pent instead of a fish.*' 

When the church was in this situation, the clause of 
the sacramental test was happily sent over from England, 
tacked to the popery bill ; which alarmed the whole 
body of the dissenters to that degree, that their mana- 
gers began to ply with the greatest artifice and industry, 
to prevent its passing into a law. But (to the honour 
of tfiat paftiament be it spoken) the whole body of both' 
lords and commons (some few excepted) passed the' 
clause with great readiness, and defended it afterwards' 
with as great resolution. 

The immediate consequence of this law was the re- • 
covery of several corporations from the dissenters, and 
the preservation of others, to which the enterprising peo- 
ple had made very bold and quick approaches. 

It waa hoped that this signal defeat would have dis- 
couraged the dissenters from any farther attempts against 
the law, which had so unanimously passed both houses; 
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but the coDtraij toon appeared; for, Qpon neetfaf of! 
the parliament held by the Earl of Pembroke,^ theft 
qukUj redMumed their wonted courage and r«ifideoce» 
and made do doubt but thej ahould either proeure aa 
absolute repeal thereof or get it fo Isr relaaced, as that 
the^ might be admitted to <^kes of military trust ; lo 
this thej apprehended themBolves encouraged by a para- . 
graph in his excellency's ^ecb to both houses (which' 
thej applied to themselves) which was, **' that the queeo. 
would be glad of any expedient, for streiigtbenhig the-. 
interest of her protestant subjects of Ireland.'' 

The advocates for the dissenters immediately voaik 
hold of this handle; and, in order to prepare the way 
for this expedient, insisting boldly upon their merit and 
loyalty, charged the church with persecution, aad ex-; 
ioUed their signal behaviour in the late revolution to 
that degree, as if by their singular prowem they had' 
saved the nation. 

But all this was only to prepare the way for the giaod : 
engine, which was forming to beat down this law ; and 
that was their expedient addresses. 

The first of this kind was, from a [Hrovincial synod 
of the northern dissenters, banning with high eneo- 
niums upon themselves, and as high demands from the 
public, ^' for then: untainted loyalty in all tunis of go- 
vernment, which," tliey said, ^ was the natural conse* 
quence of iheir known principles ;" expressions, which, 
had they been aj^ied to them by their adversaries, must- 
have been understood as spoken ironically ; and, indeed, 
to have been the greatest sarcasm imaginable upon them 
(especially when we consider the insolent treatment 
given to her late majesty in the very same address;) for, 
immediately after they pass this compliment upon themr 

* Bis viterojraky commeQCed April 7, 1107. N. 
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«!?«% ttiqff teii lier majcitf , th^ ikeplf ^r^gtet Uw sa* 
arineirtid lest; and IhuskLy declared, that neither the 
genHeaen hop peof^ of their persuasion could (th^ 
BMst ttaan would) serve ^ler, wha^ver exigencies rolgfat 
sdse, iniksslhat law was repealed. ^ 

The oianaga^ for the kirk^ foUowing this precede 
endeavoured to obtain addresses to the same purpose 
ftom the corperatioDs; and thouf|;h they proved iinsuc- 
oessM in mosti they procured them ftom our most con- 
siderable conforming corpwations; and that too at a 
critical juncture, when numbers of Scotch prest^t^ans, 
w]h> had deserved well in the affair of the union, and 
could not be rewarded in England (where the test aet 
was in force,) stood ready to ovemux our preferments as 
soon as the test should be repealed in Ireland. 

But, after all, when it came to a decisive trial in the 
IkNise of coBunons, die dissenters were defeated. 

When the managers found the house of commons 
could nai be brought into tfaat'scheme of an expedient, 
, to be pi^ed by them ; their refinemeat upon this was, 
t^ move for an address, ^ That the house would accept 
of an expedient from her majesty ;" but this also was re- 
jeefced ; for by this project, the managers would have 
led the queen into this dilemma, either to disoblige the 
whole body of the dissenters, by refusing to name the 
expedient, or else to give up the conform^ts to the in- 
sults and encroachments of the disBeoters, by the repeal 
of that law, which was declared by the house of lords 
to be the great security of the establhAied church, and of 
the En^idi interest iu Ireland. 

The next attempt they made against the test was 
dinring the government of Lord Wharton.'''' The dis- 
senters seemed more resdute bow than ever to have the 

^Appointed lord lievteaaat 1967.25^1706. N. 
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X£sX Tcpeaied,^ especially wbea Ma exeellencjr had de* 
dared from the throne, '' ibat they were oekbn to be 
penecttted oor molested." For they, who had all along 
called the tes^ act a pergecutioB, tnagbt roasooahly eoih 
elude that grievance vould be removed ; when they 
•were told by the chief goveraor» that '^ they w^« not 
ei^ea tebe molested," But, to their great ooofutioo, 
they were soon nixieceived, when they foimd, upon 
tiiaU that the house of commons would not bear the 
least miUion toward it. 

Their movements to repeal the test being st<^ped this 
way, the managers were obl%ed to take several other 
waya to come at it: and at the time that some pretend- 
ed to sooth| others seemed to threaten even the legisla- 
ture* 

There happened about the time when the project 
of 4lie expedient was on foot, an excellent occasion to 
express their resentments against this law, and that was, 
when great numbers of them refused the oath of allegi- 
ance, and to expose the pretender ; insisting upon a re- 
peal of the test act^ a& the condition of their armiog in 
defence of their queen and country. The government 
was not reduced to such straits, as to submit to that con- 
dition; and the test stood firm, in spite of both the dis- 
senters and the pretender, until the latter was driven 
from our coasts ; and then one would have thought the 
hopes of the former would have vanished with him. 

But it proved quite contrary : for those sons of the 
earth, rebounding with fresh vigour from their falls, re- 
covered new strength and spirit from every defeat ; and 
the next attempt was bolder (considering the drcum- 
fitance they were in) than any they had made before. 

The case was this : the house of lords of Ireland had 
.Recused them to the queen of several illegal practices 
which highly concerned the safety of our constitutio* 

VOL. XIII. O • 
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iiHslhm chirdi and state: the partieiilias of wfafofa Antj^ 
were Mtmnied up in a representatioD from tlie lords %b 
4fai8 effect: 

^ That tbejr (the dkMsenters) had opposed and pene<' 
cuted the conformists in those parts where their power 
fH^vailedy had iniraded their congregidion, propagated 
Uidr schism in places where it had not the least footing 
formerty ; that they were protected irom a legal perse- 
cution by a noH prosequi in the case of Brogheda ; that 
they refused to take conforming apprentices, and confined 
trade among themselves, exclusive of die conformlstB: 
that, in their illegal assemblies, they had prosecuted and 
censured their people for being married according to 
law ; that they have thrown public and scandalous re- 
flections upon the episcopal order, and upon our laws, 
particularly the sacramental test, and had misapplied the 
royal bounty of 1 200Z. per annum in propagating their 
schism, and undermining the church : and had exercis- 
ed an illegal jurisdiction in their presbyteries and sy- 
nods,'^ &c. 

To this representation of the lords, the dissenters re- 
monstrate in an address to the queen, or rather an ap- 
peal to their own people ; in which, although it is evi- 
dent they were conscious of those crimes i^reof they 
stood accused, dis appears by the evasions they make to 
this high charge ; yet, even under these circumstances, 
(such was their modesty) they pressed for a repeal of 
the test act, by the modest appellation of a grievance, 
and odious mark of infamy, &c 

One particular in another address I cannot omit. 
The house of lords, in their representation, had accused 
one dissenting teacher in particular (well known to Mr. 
Boyse;) the charge was in these words : ** Nor has the 
legislature itself escaped the censure of a bold author of 
theirs, who has published m print, that the sacraawetai 
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tert b Miy an eo|^ to advimce astete faetkai, and to 
ddbaie refigioQ to serve Iwse and imvorthy {nirpoMS.'' 

To this Mr. Bojse aiitwerB» ia an addresB to the qaeep, 
ia the jear 1712, suliBcribed oaly-by faimself and five 
tnore disBeatiag toacliers, Id liie fellowkig maimer : 

** As to this part of their lorddii)Mi complaint, we beg 
leave to lay before yvur majesty the w^ds of diat aa-^ 
ibor; mlack are these : Nor cao we altogether excuse 
those who ttirfi tibe h<4j EiiehiHrist into an engine to ad- 
vance avtate fBictieo, and endeavour to confioe the com- 
mon taUe of our Lord, by their vfoitraiy enclosures, to 
a party : religion is thereby debased, to serve mean and 
ijsiwsorthy purpQie& — ^We huaibly conceive, that the an- 
Ifcor, in that passage, makes no mention of the legisla- 
ture at all, A^.; and we cannot omit, on this occasion, 
to regret it, as Uie great unhapptness of a kingdom, that 
diaBeoteis should now be disabled (rom concurring in the 
defence of it in any future exigency and danger, and 
ahoitid have the same infamy put upon them with the 
Irish papists. We therefore humbly hop^, that your 
majesty shall consider., how little real grounds there are 
for those complaints m^tde by their lordships." 
' What a mixture of impudence and prevarication Is 
this ! That one dissenting teacher, accused to his prince 
of having closured the legislature, should presume, back- 
ed wily by five more of the same quality and profession, 
to transcribe the guilty paragraph, and (to secure his 
meaning fR>m all possitnlity of being mistaken) annex 
another to it ; wherein they rail at that very Jaw lor 
which he in so audacious a manner censured the queen 
"and parliament, and at the same time should expect to be 
aeqnitted by her majesty because he had not mentioned 
the word legislature* It is tnie, the word l^islature is 
not expressed in that paragraph ; but let Mr. Boyse say, 
what other power but the legislature could, in this sense, 
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** turn the holy Eticharist into an engine to advance % 
state faction, or confine offices of trust, or the comnAmioQ 
' table of our Lord, bj their arfoitrarj enclosures to a par- 
ty/' It IS plain he can from his principles intend no 
others but ihe legislators of the sacramental test ; though 
at the same tinde I freely own, that this is a vile de- 
scription of them : for neither have they by this law 
made the sacramental test au engine to advance, bat 
rather to depress, a state faction ; nor have they made 
> any arbitrary enclosures of the common table of the 
Lord, since as many as please may receive the sacra- 
ment with us in our churches ; and those who will not 
may freely, es before, receive it in their separate congrc- 
^gatioQs: nor, in the last place, is religion hereby debased 
. to serve mean and unworthy purposes; n<N* is it any 
more than all lawgivers do, by enjoining an oath xsf al- 
legiance, and makif>g that a religious test ; for an oath 
is an act of religious worship, as well as the Eucharist. 
Upon the whole, is not this an instance of prodigious 
boldness iti Jo. Boyse, backed with only five dissent- 
ing teachers, ihtts to recrimiaate upon the Irish house of 
lords (as they were pleased to call them in the title of 
the ptinted address ;) and almost to insist with her ma- 
jesty upon the repeal of tlie law, which she had stamped 
with her royal authority but a few years bdbre ? 
, The next attempt of the dissenters against this law 
was made duiing the government of the dukeof Shrews- 
.t^ury,"* by the ^vhole compacted body of their teachers 
' and elders, with a formidable engine, called a representa* 
lion of grievances ; in which, after they had revOed the 
test act with the same odious appellations, and iosiated 
jupon the same insolent arguments for ihe repeal theved^, 
which they had formerly urged to tire queen, they ex- 
pressed themselves to his grace in these words: ^*W« 

* From September 17ir», till the queea's death. N. 
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bf% leave to say, that those parsons must be' inexcusablei 
and chaigeable with all the bad consequeuces that may 
follow, who, in such a kingdom as Ms, and at such a 
time as this, disable, disgrace, and divide protestanls : a 
ibiog: that ought not to be done at any time, or in any 
place, much less then in tbb," &c- 

Is it po8»ble to conceive any thing more provoking 
than this. humble supplication of these remcm&trators f 
Does not this sound like a demand of the repeal of the 
test, at the peril of those who dare refuse it? I^ it not 
ao application with a hat in one hand,*aod a sword in the 
titber, and that too in the style of a king of Ulster, to a 
king of Connaught — ", Repeal the test, or if you don't — " 

But. to proceed in this narrative : notwithstanding the 
defeat of the dissenten in England in their late attempt 
against the test, their brethren in Ireland are so far from 
being discouraged, that they seem now to conceive greater 
hopes of having it repealed here thaa ever. In order to 
prepare necessaries, and furnish topics for this attempt, 
there was a paper printed upon the opening of last ses- 
sioo, and now republished, entitled, *' The Nature and 
Consequences of the Sacramental Test considered, with 
Reasons humbly oflfered for the Repeal thereof/' 

It is not my intention to follow this author thiough iall 
the mazes and windings of his reasoning upon this sub- 
ject, which in truth, seem such incoherent shreds, that it 
ii impossible to tie them together ; and therefore what I 
propose is to answer such objections to the test, as are 
advanced either by this author or any other, which have 
aoy appearance of reason or plausibility. 

I know it is not prudent to despise an adversary, nor 
Hair to prepossess readers, before I show this bold and in* 
•dent writer in his proper figure and dress ; and there- 
fare, however I may take him to be a feeble advocate 
far the repeal of the test in point of reasoning, yet I free<> 
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I7 aHowliim to be a.moBtmdBteefaamftlaoiQpQiBt^f 
courage, who Ims^ with audi intrepidly altiwked, nol 
only the first ena^ora of thla law, but all audi who shatt 
coDtioi^ it bj'giviog Uieir negatives to the repeal. 

Page 19, he says, *' The tiuth is^ the imposiiion of 4he 
test, and continuing it in sutb a state of the kif^^ckmi, a^ 
pears (at first ngbt) so great an absurditj in politica as 
can never4>e accounted foe" 

Wlio are these absurd pcditicians? Afe they not the 
majority of both houses of parUameot ? 

But, to strengths hkreOectktt^ page 26,hegiye8-tba 
ifhole l^islature to uodenland, " that eontinulog the 
test does net become the wisdontand justioe ofthe Ug»- 
lature, uuder the pretence of its beiaii; for the ads^aotage 
of Uie state, when it is really prqudienl to H:'' anil Aiw 
ther tells us, ^ it infringes on the indii^taUe right of the 
dissenters.'' 

Page 57, be says, ^ The ^^entlenien of the hosae of 
c6mmons, who framed the 1^1 to preTent the fiorther 
growth of popery, instead of appcovii^ the tert dauae^ 
which wasinserted^ puUidy dedared their dislU&e to it^ 
and their resolution to take the first oppoctunitjr of 
pealing it, Uiough at that time they unwiUkigly 
it ratiier than lose a bill they were so fend of*. This le- 
solution has not been as yet Ailfilied, for what reaaoBS 
our worthy patriots themselves know best." 

I sheukl be glad this author would inforoi «s^ wik> and 
how many of those raembeis joined in this resohitioo to 
repeal the test; or where that resdution is to be found, 
which he mentions twice in that same paragra{Ji: aur^ 
ly not in tlie books of the house of commons t 

If not, suppose some few gentlemen of the heme of 
commons (and to be sure very few they were) who pub- 
licly dedsu^ their dislike to it, or entered into any re- 
solution ; thki I think, he should have exfdaioed, aod 
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not ioftiimated so^ross a reiectian on a ng^J of the 
bouse of canuDdoa^ who fiisl paased tbi» law, apid have 
^ver sioce opposed all atteiiipt9 to repeal it; these are 
the geatlemeo whom, ia sarcasm and irony, he is pleas- 
ed to call the wcNrtbj, that is, the unworthy patriots 
themselves. 

But^ to mentioo no more) he concludes his notable 
piece with these remaikahle words, page 62, 63,: 

'' Thus it appears, with regard to the protestaot suer 
cession, which has now happily taken place, hoiy reasoi^ 
able it is to repeal the sacramental test f and that grant- 
iqg that favomr to the dissenters [which by the by canr 
oat be granted but by parliament] can be disagreeable 
to oaoe^ who have a just sense of the many blessings we 
eoyxy by the protestaot succession in his majesty's roysl 
fiunily/' 

I conceive it will be readily allowed, that, in all ap- 
plications from any body of men, or particular subject, 
to the legislature, the highest encomiums are to belo<A* 
ed upon as purely complimental ; but that tbe least in- 
sinuation of disrespect ought to be considered in the 
atnctest sense the expresuons can bear. Now, if we 
apply thl0 ohaervation to what this bold adventurer has 
said with respect to the leg^atora of the sacramental 
test ; does he not dkectly and plainly cfaai^ them witli 
iojpntice, impiodeoee, gross absurdity) and jacobinism ? 
Kiet the most prejudiced reader, that is not predtter- 
Biined against conviction, say, ¥^ther this libeller of 
farliament Iios not drawn up a high chaige against the 
makers and continuers of this law. 

l^otwithstaodiiig my restntment, which to be sure he 
does not value, I would be sorry he should bring upon 
himself the resentment of those he has been so free with. 
Is sot this authmr justly to be repeated a defisMner, till ho 
produces instances wherein the coofmning nobility and 
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geoiiy of Irelftod have shown their disaffection to the 
successioD of the illuBtrious house of Hanover ? 

Did they ever refuse the oath of abjuration, or sup- 
port any confoniiing nonjuring teachers in their congre- 
gations P did ever any conforming gentlemen, or eommon 
people, refuse to be arrayed^ when the militia was raised 
upon the invasion of the pretender ? did any of them 
ever show the least reluctance, .or make any exception 
against their officers, whether they were dissenters or 
churchmen? 

It may be said, that, from these insinuations, I would 
have it understood, that the dissenters encouraged some- 
of their teachers who refused the oath of abjuration; and 
that, even in the article of danger, when the pretender 
made an attempt in Scotland, our northern presbytetians 
showed great reluctance in taking arms upon the array^ 
of tlie militia. 

I freely own, it is my intention ; and I must affimr 
b(>th facts to be true, however they have the assurance 
to deny it. 

What can be more notorious, than the protection,' 
countenance, and support, which was continued to Rid^ 
dall, M^Bride, and M^Crackan, who absolutely refused 
the oatli of abjuration ,- and yet were continued to teach 
in their congregations after they returned from Scotland, 
when a prosecution wad directed, and a council in crimi-' 
nal causes was sent down to the county, of Antrim, to 
prosecute them ? . With respect to the parliament; did 
ever any house of commons show greater alacrity in 
raising money, and equipping ships in defence of the 
kiog, than the last house did upon the expected invasion 
of the pretender ? and did ever any parliament give 
money with greater unanimity, for the support of th^ 
crown, than, the present has done, whatever the wants of 
their private families might be ? and must a very great. 
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Biajority of those persons be branded Viiih the infamous 
aspersion of disaffection to the illustrious Iiouse of Hano- 
ver, should they refuse to give their voices for the repeal 
of the test? 

I am fully persuaded that this author and his fellow 
labourers do not believe one word of this heavy charge ; 
but their present circumstances are such, that they must 
run all hazards. 

A great number efih^ nonconforming gentlemen daily 
leave them. Many men^ whose fathers were elders or 
rigid nonconformbts, are dpw constant communicants* 
aad justices of peace in their several counties ; insomuch 
Ihat it is highlyprobable, should the test continue twen- 
ty years longer, that there would not be a gentlemaa 
left to solicit a repeak 

I shall hereafter take occasion to show, how inconsi'* 
derable they are, for their numbers and fortunes, who cao 
be served- or obliged by this repeal, which number is 
daily lessening. The dissenting teachers are sufficiently 
aware, that the general conformity of the gei^tlemen wiU 
be followed by the conformity of numbers of the people ; 
and, should it not be so, that they will be but poorly 
supported by them ; that by the continuance of the test, 
tlieir craft will be in danger to be set at naught, and in 
all probability will end in a general conformity of the 
presbyterians to the established church. So that they 
have the strongest reasons in the world to press for a re- 
peal of the test; but those reasons must have equal force 
for the continuance of it with all that wish the peace of 
the elmrch and state, and would net have us torn in 
pieces with endless and causeless divisions. 

There is one short passage more I had like to havie 

omitted, which our author leaves as a sting in the tail of 

bis libel ; his words are these, p. 5Q. ^^ The ti-uth is, co 

Me i^arty of a religious, denomiaatioo>.io BtUaio orIra<i" 

G 2. 
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land, were so united as they (the disseDteirs) indeed no 
one but they, io an iuviolable attachment to the pro- 
testant succession.^' To detect the fbllj of this asser- 
tion, I subjoin the following letter, from a person of 
known integrity, and inviolably attached to the pro- 
testaut succession as any dissenter in the kingdom ; I 
mean, Mr. Warreng, of Warrengstown, then a member 
of parliament, and commissioner of array in the county 
of Down, upon the expected invasion of the pretender. 
This letter was writ in a short time after the array of 
the militia;- for the truth of which I refer to Mrt War* 
reng himself: 

^ Sir, That I may fulfil your desire, by giving you an 
account how the dissenters in my neighbourhood behaved 
themselves, when we were threatened with an invasioB 
of the pretender; be pleased to know,, Aat, upon an 
alarm given of his being landed near Derry, none were 
more zealous in setting wateh and keeping guard than 
they, to prevent such disorders as might happen at that 
time by ill designing, persons passing through and dis* 
turl^ng the peace of the country. 

^^ But, when the government thought fit to have the 
kingdom arrayed, and sent commissioners into these 
parts, some time after ; it appeared, that the dissenteiB 
had by that time beeu otherwise instracted ; for several, 
who were 80 forward befinre, behaved themselves after a 
very diflferent manner, some reftttiog, and others with re* 
lactancy appearing upon the array, to be enlisted, and 
serve in the militia. 

** This behaviour surfoised me so muoh, that I took 
occasion to discourse several of thera, over whom I 
Ihoilght I had as much influence as any other person, 
and sound them upon the common argument of having 
thek hands tied by a late act of parliament, &c. Where- 
iqpon, I look aoBie prins to show the act to tbeni, wmi 
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irhoreio thej were roistakea. I forther pressed their 
GODCurreoce irith us, in procuring the common peace and 
securitj of our country ; and though they seemed con- 
vinced by what I said, yet I wte given to understand, 
their behaviour was according to the sentiments of some 
persons, whom they thought themselves obliged to ob* 
serve, or to be directed by," &c. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

UPON 

TWO BlIXS SENT DOWN FROM THE RIGHT HONOUR- 
ABLE THE HOUSE OP LORD* TO THE HONOURABLE 
THE HOUSE OP COMMONS IN IRELAND, RELATING 
TO THE CLEROr. 



Ihtblin,Feb. 24, 1731-2. 

I HAVE oftea, for above a moDth past, desired some 
few clergymen, trho arc pleased to visit me, that thej 
would procure au extract of two bills, brought into 
the council by some of the bishops, and both of them 
since passed in (lie house of lords ; but I could never 
obtain what I desired, whether by the forgetfulness or 
negligence of those whom I employed, or the difficulty 
of the thing itself. Therefore, if I should happen to 
mistake in any fact of consequence, I desire my remarks 
upon it may pass for nothing ; for my information is oo 
better than what I received in words from several di- 
vines, who seemed to agree with each other. I have 
not the honour to be acquainted with any one single pre- 
Iftte of the kingdom ; and am a stranger to their charac- 
ters, farther than as common fame reports them, which 
is not to be depended on ; therefore I cannot be supposed 
to act upon a principle of resentment I esteem thdp 
fnnetioOB (if I may be allowed to say so without olfence) 
as truly apostolical, and absolutely necessary to the per^ 
(eclioD of a christian church. 
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There are no qualities RH>re incideot to the frailtj 
and coiTuptioDs of human kiud, than ao iudtfference or 
ioseDsifaility for other nien^s sufTerings, and a sudden for* 
getfulooss of their own former humble state, irhea thej 
rise in the world. These two dispositions have not, I 
think, adj where so strongly exerted themselves, as in 
the order of bishops with regard to the inferior clei^ ; 
for which I can find no reasons, but such as natunity 
should seem to operate a quite contrary way. The maui- 
teoance of the cJei-gy throughout the kingdom, is pre* 
carious and uncertain, collected from a most miserable 
race of beggarly farmers ; at whose mercy every minis- 
ter lies to be defrauded. His office as rector or vicar, 
if it be duly executed, is very laborious. As soon as 
he is promoted to a bishopric, the scene is entirely and 
happily changed ; his revenues are large, and as surely 
paid as those of the king; his whole business is, once a 
year to receive the attendance, tlie submission, and the 
proxy money of all his clergy, in whatever part of the 
diocese he shall please to think most convenient lor hin^ 
self. Neither is his personal presence necessary, M 
the business may be done by a vicar general. The fa- 
tigue of ordination, is just what the bishops please to 
make it ; and as matters have been for some time, ao^ 
may probably remain, the fewer ordinations the better. 
The rest of their visible office consists, in the honour of 
attending parliaments and councils, and bestowing pre* 
ferments in their own gifts ; in which last eroploymeiit, 
and in their spiritual and temporal courts, the labimr 
falls to their vicars general, secretaries, proctors, appari- 
tor^ seneschals, and the like. Kow, I say, in so quick 
a change^ whereby their brethren in a few days are be- 
come their subject^ it would be reasonable at least to 
hope that the labour, confinement, and subjeelion, from 
which they have so lately escaped, like a bird out of the 
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smte of the fowler, might a UtUeindioe them to remem- 
ber the conditioD of those, who were but last week their 
equals, probablj theur compaoioos or their firiends, aod 
poasibl J as reasonaUe expectants. There is a known 
story of Colonel Tidcomb, who, while he continued a 
sobaltem ^cer, was eveiy day coroplunii^ against 
the pride, oppcession, and. hard treatment of colonels to* 
irard their officers $ yet in a veiy few minute after he 
had received hiscommission Ua a regiment, walking with 
t^ friend ob the mall, he confessed that the spirit of colo- 
nelship was coming fast upon him ; which spirit is said 
to have daily increased to the hour of his death« 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdonii who are pco» 
WK>ted to bishoprics, have always some great advant»> 
§66^ either that of rich deaneries^ opulent and multipli- 
ed rectories and dfgnities^ strong allismces by birth or 
marriage, fortified by a superlative degree of zeal and 
byahy : but, however, they were all at first no more 
ttop youiiig beginners; and before their great promotion, 
ip^re known by their plain Christian names among their 
^ companioBB, the middling rate of cleiu^men; nor 
eeuki therefiore be strange to their condition, or with 
any food grace forget it so soon, as it has too often hap^ 
Heoed. 

I confiesst I do not remember to have observed any 
^ody of men actkig with so little concert, as our clergy 
have done, in a pmnt, where their opinions appeared to 
be imanimous : a point, wherein theii^ whole temporal 
support was concerned, as well as their power of serv^ 
iof God and his church, in their spiritual functions; 
Tl^ has been imputed to their fear of disobliging, or 
bi^^es of farther favours upon compliance; because k 
was Observed, that some who appeared at first with the 
peatest zeal, thought fit suddenly to absent themselves 
firom the ufual meetings : yet we know what e;2ipert soU- 
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citon tbe quakei^ the diBdeoteis, and even tlie paf^rta 
have sometimes found, to drive a point of advantage, of 
prevent an impending evil. 

I have not seen any extract from the two bills intro« 
duced by the bishops in the privy council ; where thii 
clei^, upon some failure in favour, or through the timo* 
rousness of many among their brethren, were revised to 
be heard by the council. It seems, these bills were botk 
returned, agreed to by the king and council in England 
and the house of lords has with great expedition passed 
them both ; and it is said, they are immediately to be 
sent down to the commons for their consent. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfectly re- 
ported to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the bishops have power to obl%« 
die country clergy to build a mansion house, upon whirls 
ever part of their glebes their lordships shall comtaaad : 
and if the living be above 50/. a year, the minister is 
bound to build, after three years, a house that shs^ cost 
one year and a halPs rent of his income. For instance^ 
if a clergyman with a wife and seven children gets^ft 
living of 55L per annum, he roust, after three yearly 
build a house that shall cost 771. lOs. and must support 
his family during the time the bishop shall appoint ffll: 
the building of it, with the remainder. But if the living 
be under 50L a year, the minister shall be allowed lOOl. 
out of the first-lhdts. 

But there is said to be one circumstance a litde extra*> 
cordinary ; that if there be a single spot in the f^die 
more barren, more maiihy, more exposed to the wind^ 
more distant from the church, or skeleton of a church, or 
from any convenieney of building; the rector or vicar 
may be obliged, by the caprice or pique of the bishop, 
to build, uoder pain of sequestration (an office whioii 
ever iUla into tbe most knavish hands) upoD whatever 
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point hid lordship shall commaad ; although the farmers 
have not paid one Quarter of his dues. 

I believe, uuder the present distresses of the king- 
dom (which inevitably iiithout a miracle miist increase 
for ever) there arc not ten country clergymen in Ireland, 
reputed to possess a parish of IQOZ. per annum, who for 
some years past have actually received ^0/. and that 
irith the utmost difficulty and vexation. I am there- 
fore at a loss what kind of valuators the bishops will 
make Use of; and whether the starving vicar shall he 
forced to build his house with the money he nevec 
received. 

The other bill, which passed in two days after the for- 
mer, is said to concern the division of parishes into as 
many parcels as the bishop shall think fit, only leaving 
300/. a year to the mother church ; which 300/. by 
another act passed some yeai-s ago, they can divide like- 
wise, and crumble as low as their will and pleasure will 
dispose them. Sb that instead of six hundred clergy- 
men, which, I think, is the usual computation, we may 
have in a small compass of years, almost as many thoii* 
sands to live with decency and comfort, provide for their 
children, be charitable to the poor, and maintain hospi« 
tality. 

But it is very reasonable to hope, and heartily to be 
wished by all those who have the least regard to our 
holy religion, as hitherto established, or to a learned, pi- 
ous, diligent, conversable^ clergyman, or even to common 
humanity, that the honourable house of commons will, ia 
their great wisdom, justice, and tenderness to innocent 
men, consider these bills. in another light, lit is said 
they well know this kingdom not to be so overstocked 
with neighbouring gentry, but a discreet learned clergy- 
man, with a competency fit for one of his education, may 
be an entertaining^ a useful, and sometihica a neceaeary 
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companion. That, although such a clergyman may^ not 
be dble constantly to find beef and urioe for his own fa- 
iniij, yet he may be allowed sometimes to aflbrd both to 
a neighbour without distressing himself; and the rather 
because he may expect at least as good a return. It 
will probably be considered, that in many desolate parts, 
there may not be always a sufficient number of persons, 
considerable enough to be trusted with commissions of 
the peace, which several of the clergy cow supply, much 
better than a little, hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar 
from twenty to fifty pounds a year, the son of a weaver, 
peddlar, tailor, or miller, can be presumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers, by this scheme, can find 
no profit, but will certainly be losers. For instance, if 
the large northern livings be split into a dozen parishes 
or more, it will be very necessary for the little thread- 
bare gownman, with his wife, his proctor, and every child 
who can crawl, to watch the fields at harvest time, for 
fear of losing a single sheaf, which be could not afford 
under peril of a day's starving : for, according to 
the Scotch proverb, a hungry louse bites sore. This 
would, of necessity, breed an infinite number of wran- 
gles and litigious suits in the spiritual courts ; and put 
the wretched pastor at perpetual variance with his whole 
parish. But, as they have hitherto stood, a clergyman 
established in a competent living, is not under the ne- 
cessity of being so sharp, vigilant, and exacting. On 
the contrary, it is well known and allowed, that the cler- 
gy, round the kingdom, think themselves well treated, if 
they lose only one single third of theu* legal demands. 

The honourable house may perhaps be inclined to con- 
ceive, that my lords the bishops enjoy as ample a power, 
both spiritual and temporal, as will fully suffice to answer 
every branch of their office ; that they want no laws to 
regulate the conduct of those clerg} men over whom they 
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I^eside ; timt If ngo-retidciiee be a prieTaoce, it is die 
patron's fault, who makes not a better choke, or caused 
the plurality. That if tlie general impartial diaracter 
of persoQs chosen into the church, had been more regard- 
ed, and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, flatterers, 
ill judgment, or personal favour, regarded less, there 
vould be fewer complaints of non-iesidence, want of care, 
blameable behaviour, or any other part of misconduct ; 
not to mention ignorance and stupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, whose 
awkward, spruce, prim, sneering, and smirking counter 
nances, the very tone of their voices, and an un^inly 
strut in their walk, without one single talent for any one 
oJHce, having contrived to. get good preferment, by the 
mere force of flattery and cringing ; for which two Yir* 
tues (the only two virtues they pretend to) tliey werCj 
bowever, utterly unqualified : and whom, if I were in 
power, although they were my nephews, or had married 
my nieces, I could never, in point of good conscience or 
honour, have recommended to a curacy in Connaught. 

The honourable house of commons* may likewise per- 
haps consider, that the gentry of tills kingdom differ from 
all others upon earth, being less capable of employments 
in their own country, than any others who come from 
abroad ; and that most of them have little expectation 
of providing for their younger children,, otherwise than 
by the church; in which there might be some hopes of 
gettiQg a tolerable maintenance. For, after the patrons 
should have settled their sons^ their nephews, their nie- 
ces, their dependentsi and their foUowers invited over 
from the other side, there would still remaiu an overdue 
Qf smaller church preferments, to be given to such cler- 
gy of the nation, who shall have their quantum^ of what* 
ever ment may be then in feshion. But by these fc41ls> 
they will be all as absolutely excluded, as if they bad 
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passed uoder Ibe deoominstm of toties; uoleiB Uiey 
caabe cooteated at the lamogt with SOL a year ; which, 
by the difficulties of coHectiog tithes io Ireland, and the 
daily increasiog miseries of the people, will hardly rise 
to half that sum. 

It is observed, that the divines sent over hither to go> 
vera this church, have not seemed to consider tlie diflfe- 
rence between both kingdoms, with respect to the inferip 
or clergy. As to themselves indeed, they find a large 
revenue io lands let at one quarter value, which conse- 
quently must be paid while there is a peony left among 
us ; and the public distress so Httle affects their interests, 
that their fines are now higher than, ever : they content 
themselves to suppose, that whatever a paiish is said to 
be worth, comes all into the parson's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
England, has been the continual complaint of all mea 
who wish well to. Uie churcli, and many schemes liavo 
be^n. thought on to redress it,* yet an £nglish vicar of 
40^ a year, lives much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland* His farmers, generally 
sgeaking, are able and willing to pay him his fuU dues : 
he has a decent church of ancient standings filled every 
Lord's day with a large coqgregation of plain people, 
well clad, and behaving themselves as if they believed 
in God and Christ He has a house and baca in repair, 
afield or two to graze his cows, with a garden and or- 
chard. No guest expects more frmn him than a pol of 
ale: he lives like an honest plain farmer, as his wife 10 
^^eased but little better than goody. He is sometimes 
graciously invited by the squire, where he sits at au 
humble distance : if he gets the love of his people, they 
often make him little useful presents : be is happy by be* 
log bom to no higher expectation : for he is usually the 
800 of some ordinary tradesman, or middling former* 
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His learning i» macb of a tize with his birth undednca^ 
tiou : DO more of either, thao what a poor haogry serri* 
tor can be expected to bring with him from his GoUege. 
It would be tedious to show the rererse of all this, in 
our distaot poorer parishes through most parts of Ireland, 
wherein every reader may make the comparison. 

Lastly, The honourable house of commons may consi- 
der, whether the scheme of muHiplying beggarly ctogy- 
meu through the whole kingdom, who must aH have 
votes for chooskig parliament men (provided they can 
prove their freeholds to be worth AOs. per annum. uUra 
r^nisas) may not, by their numbers, have great influ- 
ence upon elec^ns ; being entirely under the depend- ' 
enee of their bishops. For, by a moderate comput^ion, 
after all the divisions and subdivisions of parishes, that 
my lords tlie bishops have power to make by th^ new 
laws, there will, as soon 9^ the present set of clergy goes 
off, be raised an army of ecclesiastical militants, able 
enough for any kind of service except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in some concern about a fund for build^ 
ing a thousand or two churches, wherehi these proba- 
tioners may read their wall lectures; and begin to doubt 
they must be contented with barns; whicli barns will be 
one great advancing step toward an accommodation with 
our true protestant brethren, the dissenters. 

The sch^ne of encouraging clergymen to buiFd houses, 
by dividing a living of 500i. a year iuto ten parts, is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof has got on the wrong 
side of my comprehension : unless it may be argued, that 
bishops buiid no houses because they are so rich ; and 
therefore the inferior clei^y will certainly build, if yott 
reduce them to beggary. But I knew a very rich man- 
of quality in England, who could never be persuaded to 
keep a servant out of livery; because such servantB 
would be expensive, and apt in time to look like geotto* 
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vam : irhereas ih6 others \trere readj to Aibmit to the ba- 
"sest offices, and at a cheaper peoDywortb Diight increase 
Mb retinue. 

I h^ar it is the opinion of many unse men, that before 
these bills pass both houses, tJtiej should be sent back to 
England, wkh the following clauses inserted : 

Firs^ That wbereaJs there may be about a dozen double 
biriio{Nric8 in Ireland, those bishoprics should be split 
and given to diflfereot parsons ; and those of a single de- 
nomination be also divided into two, thrde, or four parts, 
as occasion shall require; otherwise there may be a ques- 
tion started, whether twenty-two prelates can eflfectualiy 
extend their paternal care, and unlimited power, for the 
protection and correction of so great a number of spiritual 
subjects. But this proposal will meet with such furious 
Ejections, that I shall not insist upon it : for I well re- 
member to have read, what a terrible fright the frogs 
irere io, upon a report that the sun was going to marry. 

Another clause «hould be, that none of these twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fiAy pounders may be suffered to marry, 
vnder the penalty of immediate deprivation ; their mar- 
riages dedared null, and their ch^ren bastards ; for 
-some desponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
^^onditioB of encouraging so numerous a breed of beg- 
^rs. 

A third clause wHl be necessary, that these humble' 
^gentry diould be absolutely disqualified from giving 
^votes in elections for parliament men. 

Otihers add a fourth ^ which Is, a clause of itidul- 
igence, tiiat these reduced divines may be permitted to 
ibllow any lawful ways of Mving, which will not call 
Ahem too «ften or too far from their spiritual offices ; for, 
unless I misapprehend, they arc supposed to have epis- 
^oopal ordination. For example ; they may be lappers 
ioT linen, baififfii of the manor ; they may let blood or 
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4^ply plaiflt^nB far three miles rouod : ^ley nmy ffit a 
dUpeosatioD tt iiokl the dorkdiip and sexton^p ef tMtr 
owQ parish m cmnmmdam. Their wives and danglitere 
may make shirts for the oeighboinrhood ; or, if a foanrack 
be near, for the soldiers : in linen couotiies they may 
card and spin, and keep a few looms in the house; they 
may let lodgings, and sell apot of ale withotit doors, bat 
not at home, unless to sober company, and at tegatist 
hours. It is by some thought a little hard, Uiat in an 
affflir of the last consequence to the very beii^ of ike 
clergy in the points of liberty and property, as wellas hi 
their abilities to perform their duty, this whole rereread 
body, who are the established instructors of the natkn 
in Christianity and moral virtues, and are the only per> 
sons concaraed, i^iould be the sole persons not coosulled. 
Let any scholar show the like precedent in cMrtendon^ 
for twelve hundred years past. An act of parRimient 
fcNT settling or selling an estate in a private family, is 
never passed until all parties give consent. But in the 
present case the whole body of the clergy is, as theai- 
selves apprehead, determined to utter ruin, without once 
expec^ng cft asking their opinion ; and this by a scheme 
contrived only by one part oi the convocation, while 
the other part, which has been chosen in theiisual forms, 
wants only the regal permission to assemble, and ceoiBiilt 
about the affairs of the church, as their predecessors have 
always done in former ages : where it is presumed, tte 
lower house has a power of proposing canons, aod a iie> 
gative vdce, as well as the upper. And God forbid 
(say these objectors) that there riKNild be a real separate 
interest between the bishops ami ckigy, any more than 
th^re is between a man and his wife, a king and Us pea* 
pie, or Christ and his church. 

It seems there is si provision in the biH, that no pa* 
ri«h shall be out into scraps without the oooseot of aeve- 
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ral penoD9, who can fee no suffbrers in the matter ; but 
I cannot find that the cleigy lay much weight on this 
caution; because they argue, that the very persons 
frora^ whom these bills look thek rise, will hare the 
greatest share in the decision. 

I do not by any means conceive the crying sin of the 
clergy In this kingdom to be that of non-reridence. I 
Bra sure, it is many degrees less so here than in England, 
unless the possession of pluralities may pass under that 
na^e ; and if this be a fault, it Is well known to whom }t 
roust be imputed : I believe, upon a fair inquiry (and I 
hear an inquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
most pardonably few ; especially, considering how many 
pars^es have not an inch of glebe, and how difficult it 
is upon any reasonable terms to find a place of habita- 
tion. And therefore, God knows whether my lords the 
bishops will be soon aMe to convince the clergy, or those 
who have any regard for that veneraUe body, that the 
chief motive in their lordships' minds, by procuring these 
bills, was, to prevent the sin of non-residence ; while the 
universal opinion of a:lmdst every clergyman in the king- 
dom, without distinction of party^ taking in even those 
who are not likely to be suflTerers, stands directly against 
them. 

If some livings in the north may be justly thought too 
large a compass of land, which makes it inconvenient 
for the remotest inhabitants to attend the service of the 
churd), which In some instances may be true, no reason- 
able clergyman would oppose a proper remedy by parti- 
cular acts of padiament. 

Thus, for instance, th€ deanery of Down, a country 
deanery I think without a cathedral, depending wholly 
upon a union of parishes joined together in a time whed 
the land lay waste and thinly inhabited, sluce those cir- 
cumstances are so prodigiously changed f;^ the better, 
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Biay property be lessened, leaving & decent con^eacj 
to the deaD» and placing rectories in the remi^iQg 
churches, which are oow served oolj bj st]{>endiaiy cu- 
rates. 

The case may be probabtj the same io other parts: 
and such a proceeding, discreetly managed, would be 
truly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be observed, that the dean and chapter 
lands, which in England were all seized under the fa- 
natic usurpation, are things unknown in Ireland,, hav- 
ing been loqg ravish^ed from the*church by a succession 
of confusions, and ti^es applied in their stead to support 
that ecclesiastical dignity. 

The late archbishop of Dublin* had a veiy difiereot 
way of encouraging the clergy of his diocese to resi« 
dence : whbn a le&se had run out seven years or moie, 
be stipulated with the tenant to resign up twentj or 
thirty acres to the minister of the parish where it lay 
convenient, without lessening hb former rent, and witb 
>M) great abatement of the fine ; and this he did io the 
parts near Dublin, where land is at the highest rat^ 
leaving a small chiefry Tor the minister to pay^ hardly a 
«ixth part oC the value. I doubt not that almost every 
bishop in the kingdom may do the same generous act, 
with less damage to their sees than his late grace of Dub- 
lin ; much of whose lands were out in fee farms^ or leaaiM 
for lives; and I am sorry that the good example of such 
a prelate has not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy's friends caaoot 
hitherto reconcile themselves to this project; which tbej 
call a levelling principle, that must inevitably root out 
the seeds of all honest emulation, the legal parent of the 
greatest virtue and most geneix>us actions among men; 

♦ Dr. WUilam King. H. 
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bolt lAicb, ID the general opinion (for I do no€ pretend 
to oifer my own) Vitl never more bave room to exert 
Itself in the breast of any clet;gyman whoon tUs kingdom 
daU produce. 

But, whetber the consequences of these bills may, by 
the virtaes and frailties of future bishops, sent over 
hither to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I 
shall not presume to determine, since God can work the 
fimner out of the latter. However, one thing I can ven- 
ture to assert ; that from the earliest ages of christiani- 
^, to the minute I am now writing, there never was a 
precedent of such a proceeding ; much less was it to be 
feared, hoped, or apprehended, fitmi such hands in any 
christian country ; and so it may pass for more than a 
phenix, because it has risen without any assistance from 
the aslies of its sire. 

The appearance of so many disscutcre at the hearing 
of this cause, is what, I am told, has not been charged 
to the account of their prudence or moderation i because 
that action has been censured as a mark of triumph and 
insult before the victory b complete t since neither of 
these bills has yet passed the house of commons, and 
some are pleased to think it not impossible Uiat they may 
be rejected."^ Neither do I hear, that there is an enact- 
ing clause in either of the bills, to apply any part of 
the divided or subdivided titlies toward increasing the 
stipends of the sectaries. So that these gentlemen seem 
to be gratified like him, who after having been kicked 
down stairs, took comfort when he saw his friend kicked 
down after him. 

I have heard many more objectiotis against several 
particulars of both these bills; but they are of a high 

• They were rejected ia the house of ccHnmone by a great mj^.'o- 
rUy. P. 

VOL. XIII. H 
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nature^ and cany auch dreadful imieDdoesi tbi^l 
oot meoUon them; re8ol?ii^ to give oo effsnoe, 
I well koow bow olMMi]dou8 1 have loog beeo (akho«|ii 
I conceive without any faukiif 1117 owa) to the seal and 
principles of those, who place all diffisreoce lu opinkia 
eonc^niog public matters to the score of 4isaiBKtioo; 
whereof I am at least as innocent as Ibe loudest ^ vef 
JetractOEfc 



(i«8> 



OM 



THE BILL 



roil TBB 



CUECIUiY RESIDING ON THEIR MTINiBS.* 



TfiOflB geofleineB wio fiave been promoted to bishop- 
tics ID tlds kingdom for several years past, are of tire 
«eii8: first, certain private tler|;7mea from England, 
who, by the force of friends, industry, solicitation, or 
oilier means and merits to me unknown, iiavebeen raised 
to thatdiiracter by the mero iftotoof theorown. 

Of the other sort, me some clergymen bom in th» 
kkigdom, who have most distinguished themselves by 
their warmth against popery, then: great indulgence to 
^ssentevs, and all true loyal piotestants ; by tbdr zed 
for the bouse of Hanover, abhorrence of the pretender, 
and an implicit readiness to fall into any measures thi^ 
vfll make the government easy to those who itpreseot 
^ his mi\|esly's person. 

Some of the femer kind are such as are said to have 
eqjoyed tolerable prefiermenta in Englandf and it is 
iberefere much to thebr commendatioD that they have 
oondesceBded to leave their native country, and come 

over Mther Co be bishops^ merely to promote christiaoitj 

* Thit appean to be a iot ikctch of the preceding **Cbiiiidera- 

^OM oo Two BUl^-* 4c. ; and at tbif period bjtb the tract! mar per. 
hsptdeieprepartfcalaratteiitioiu N. 
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amoDg us; and therefore, in my opinion, boll) tliefr 
lordships, and the many defenders they bring over, may 
justly claim the merit of missionaries sent to convert a 
nation from heresy and heathenism. 

Before I proceed farlfier, it may be proper to relate 
some particulars whierein the circumstances of the Eng- 
lish clergy differ from those of Ii-eland. 

The districts of parishes throughout England coutimie 
much the same as they vere before the reformation ^ 
and most of the churches are of the gothic architecture, 
built some hundred years ago ; but the tithes of great 
numbers of churches having been applied by the pope's 
pretended authority to several abbies, and even before 
the reformation bestowed by that sacrilegious tyrant 
Henry VIII. on his ravenous favourites, the mainte- 
naoce of an incumbent in most parts of the kingdom is 
contemptibly small; and yet a vicar there of forty 
pounds a year, can live with more comfort, than one of 
three times the nominal value with us. For his forty 
pounds are duly paid him, because there is not one far- 
iner in a hundred, who is not worth j&ve times the rent 
he pays to his landlord, and fifty times the sum demand- 
ed for the tithes; which, by the small compass of fak 
parish, he can eadly collect or compound for; and if 
his behaviour and understanding be supportable, he will 
probably receive presents now au3 then from bis parf^ 
ioner^, and perhaps from the squire; who, alAough he 
may sometimes be apt to treat liis parson a little su^r- 
ciliously, will probably be softened by a little humble 
demeanour. The vicar is like^vise generally sure to 
find upon his admittaiice to his living, a convenient 
bouse and. barn in repair, With a garden, and a field or 
two to graze a few cows, and one horse for himself aod 
his wife. He has probably a market very near faln^ 
perhaps in his own village. No entertainment is ejc- 
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pected by his visiter, beyond a pot of ale, and a piece of 
cheese. He has eveiy Sunday the comfort of a liiil 
congregation, of plain, cleanly people of both seses, well 
to pMB, and who speak his own language. The scene 
? bedt him Is iiilly cultivated (I mean for the general) 
and well inhabited* He dreads no thieves for any thing 
but hia apples, for the trade of universal stealing is not 
s/b epidemic th^e as with us. His wife is little bett^ 
tbao goody, in her birth, education, or dress ; and as to 
biraael^ we must let his parentage SLlone. If he be the 
S9a of a farmer it is very sufficient, and his sister may 
▼ery decently be chambermaid to the squire's wife. He 
gees about on working days in a grazier's coat, and wifl* 
0Ot acruple to assist his workmen in harvest time. He is 
usuaUy wary and thrifty, and often more able to provide. 
fior a numerous fietmily than some of ours can i\o with a 
rectory called 3002. a year. His daughters shall go to 
^arice, or be sent apprentice to the sempstress of the 
pext town ; and hb sons are put to honest trades. Th^s 
i^ the usual course of an English country vicar fi'om 
tirenty to 8i3Lty pounds a year. 
. As to the clergy of our own kingdom, their livings 
are generally larger. Not originally, or by the bounty 
of princes, parliamentsj or charitable endowments, for 
the same degradations (and as to gkt)es a raucli gi-eater) 
have been made here, but, by tlie destruction and deso- 
lltlion in the long wars between the invaders and the 
natives; during which time a great part of the bishops' 
lands, and inmost ail the glebes, were lost in the confu- 
a&iL The first invaders had almost tlie whole kingdom 
divided among them. New invaders succeeded, and' 
di^ove out. their predecessws as native Irish. These. 
"wefe spelled by others who came after, and upon the 
same preteosions. . Thus it went on for several hundred 
years, and in some degree even to our own memories. 



XO^ BJf THE BZLL FOR 

AiidlbHi i^ wSl pvcteUj g0 OD, dthaoi^ Mi Is 
tiat wi^^ to the end of the world. For not ooij the 
purchasen of debeDtnres forfeited in IMA^ wece mil of. 
£i]f lish birth, but those after the restoration^ aod imu^ 
who came hither even since the revohiti^ are l0oked 
upon as perfect Irisb; directty contrary to the praotke 
of all wise nations, and particularlj d the Gredci and 
Romans, in estaUishing thehr ccdonies, 1^ which aant 
Ireland is verj absurd! j criled. 

Under these direeUons the coaqueron alwi^ seiiod 
what lands they could with little ceremonj, whether 
they belonged to the church or not; thus the |;lebe» 
were almost uoiversally exposed to the first sdsteiBi.aiid 
could never be recovered, although the |prant% with tb* 
particular denominations^ are manifest, and still la be*' 
ing. The whole lands of the see of Wat^fiMrd weto 
wholly taken by one family ; the like is reported of other 
biAoprics. 

King James the first, who deserves move of the chuBob 
of Ireland than all other pi^nces put together, hariig 
the forfeitures of vast tracts of land in the northem 
parts (I think commonly called the escheated counties) 
having granted some hundred thousand acres of theso^ 
lands to eeitain Scotch and English favourites, was pre* 
vailed on by some great prelates to grant to some sees 
in the north, and to many parities there, certain paiceb 
of land bt the augmentation of poor biidiopriGS, did 
lULewise endow many parishes with glebes for the iacum- 
bents, whereof a good number escaped the depredatoit 
of 1641 and 1688. These lamb, when they wer^ 
granted by King James> consisted mostly of wood^ 
ground, wherewith those parts of tlds island were tlMi 
overrun. This is well known, univenally idlow6d» and 
by some in part remembered ; the rest bebgy io ao«e 
places, not stubbed out to tbb 4ty. And tl^ value of 



Se^lcli e^lo^ies came on^r io^8iivarm»iipoQrgr«fl^ eneoii^ 
ra^meai to makft them habiUUe f . 9t least for 8B(^ ar 
mee of stieiig. bodkd people, wIk^ essm hiAer from 
their oim Ue«^ barien hi^ods, at it were iuto a Pa- 
m^ie^ who aooa'were. able to gel staw for Aeir bed- 
di^ »Mtfi»d*of a bullae of heatbspreadoD the grouodr 
and ipriaUed with water* Bere, by degrees they ac- 
^puied aome degree^f poBteoess and eiv^ty^ from auch 
D^hbtwriflg Irish^ as we were still left after. TyrooeV 
last i«beltioii» and are riuce gvowu iJtoost entire possea*' 
sow of Ibe WMPtb,. ThiKi, al teogUn the woods being 
MNtted up, the land was broi^ht io, and tilled^ and the 
glebes wbicb^coidd not before yield two-peoce an acre, 
are e<p>al to the best^ sometimes affording the mioister a 
goad demesne, and some land to let. 

These wars and desolations in their natural conse* 
queoce^, were likewise the cause of another effect; I 
mean that of uniting sereral parishes under one in^um^ 
b^ Foi^aa the lands were of little value by the want 
of inhabitants to cultivate them, and many of the 
churdies levelled to the ground, particularly by the fa- 
natic zeal of those rebellious saints who murdered their, 
king,, destroyed the church, and overttu-ew monarchy 
(for all^ which there is a humiliation day appointed by 
la^^, and soon approaching;) so, in order to give a tole- 
lable maintenance to a minister,> and the country being 
too poor, as well as devotion too low, to think of building 
new churche% it was found necessary to repidr some one 
church which had least suffered, and join sometimes 
three or more, enough for a bare support to some clergy* 
n^ao, who Imew not where to provide himself better* 
This was a case of absolute peeessity to prevent heathen* 
isnif as weU as popery, from ov^ru&niqg the nation* 
Zhe consequence of Ukim^ uoiotts waa very different ia 
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dMfesns»t parts; for, io Oe oovtfa, bf die Se^^cii settle 
meat, thdr Dumbere daily iDcrcasiog by new addiUons 
from tliek owo eoundy, and their prolific quality pecu- 
liar to northern people; and lastly, by tbeiriinimBal 
^ding updu oats (vhich grain^ uxider ite sereral pr^a> 
rations and denominatiiRis, is the only oi^mral luxary of 
that hardy people) the value of tithes increase^ so pio 
d%iously,, that at this day, I eootfess, several united pa- 
i48hes ought to be divided, taking in so great a compasB^ 
that it is almost impossible for the people to tfavel time- 
ly to their own parish church, or their little churches iff 
contain half their number, though the revemie wnfM- 
be sufficient to maintain two, or perhaps tlnree w(»rtby 
clergymen with decency; provided the tunes men^ or 
tbat they were honestly dealt with, wMch I cottfeas la 
seldom the case. I shall name enly one^ and it is the 
deanery of Derry ; the revenue whereoi^ if the dcaa * 
could get his dues, exceedlnni^ that of some bidH>pnc%' 
both by the compass and fertility .of the scnl, the number 
as well as industry of the inhabitants, the conyeoiaoey 
of exporting their com to Dublin and foreign parts; 
and, lastly, by the accidental discovery of marl in many 
places of the several parbhes. Yet all this revenue Sa 
wholly founded upon com, fmr I am told there is hardly 
an acre of glebe for the dean to plant and build on. 

I am therefore of opinion, that a real unfalcated re*' 
venue of six hundred pounds a year, is a sufficient in- 
come for a country dean in this kingdom ; and since ibe 
rents consist wholly of tithes, two parishes, to the amount 
of that value, should be united, and the dean reside as 
niinister in that of Down, and the remaining parishes be 
divided among worthy clergymen, to about 3002. a year 
to each. The deanery of Derry, whidi is a large city, 
might be left wordt 800/. a year, and Rapho, according 
as it sliall be thought proper. These three are the only 
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<(pa1eDt deaneries in the whole kingdom, and, as I am 
informed, consist all of tithes, which was an unhappy ex- 
pedient in the church, occasioned by the sacrilegious 
robberies during the several times of confusion and war; 
iosomuch that at this day there is hardly any remainder 
left of dean and chapter lands in Ireland, that delicioiui 
morsel swallowed so greedily in England, under the fa- 
natic usurpations. 

As to the present scheme of a bill for obliging the cler- 
gy to residence, uow or lately in the privy council, I 
know no more of the particulars than what has been told 
me by several clergymen of distinction ; who say, that a 
petition in the name of them all has been presented to 
the lord lieutenant and council, that they might be heard 
by their council against the bill, and that the petition 
Vwas rejected, with some reasons why it was rejected ; for 
the bishops are supposed to know best what is proper 
for the clei|;7. ^^ seems the bill consists of two pails : 
first, 8 power in the bishops, witli consent of the arch- 
Irfsbop, and the patron, to take off from any parish what- 
ever it is worth, above 300/. a year; and this to be done 
without the incumbent's consent, which before was ne- 
cessary in an divisions. The other part of the bill obli- 
ges ail clergymen, firom forty pounds a year and up- 
wards, to preside, and build a house in hiis parish. But 
those of 40/. are remitted till they shall receive 100/. 
oat of the revenue of first fruits granted by her late ma- 
jesty. 
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A PROPOSAL 



FOR 



AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT TO PAT OFF THB DKBT OF" 
THB NATION, WITHOUT TAXING THB SUBJECT: BT 
VHICH THE NUMBER OF LANDED GENTRY AND 9UB^ 
STANTIAL FARMERS WILL BE CONSIDERABLY INCREA8- 
BD, AND NO PERSON WILL BE THE POORER, OB CON* 
TRIBUTE ONE FARTHING TO THB CHARGE.* 1732. 



The debts coDtracted some years past for the senietf 
and safety of the natioo, are grown so great, tkut tinder 
our present distressed condition, by the i^ant of trade^ 
the great remittances to pay absentees, regimedtsseirvif^ 
abroad, and many otlier drains of money well" enougb 
known and felt, tlie kingdom seems altogediet ttnlM^ to 
discharge them, by the common methods (^ paymeat^ 
and either a poll or land tax would be too odiout to 
think of, especially the latter: because the lands, which 
have been let for these ten or dozen years past, wer« 
liaised so high, that the owner can at present hardly r^ 
ceive any rent at all. For it is the usual practice of ao 
Irish tenant rather than want land, to oflfer more ialt a 
farm than he knows he can be ever able to pay ; and m 
that case he grows desperate, and pays nothing at an. 80 
that a land tax upon a radied estate, would be a butden 
wholly insupportable. 



• The reader •mlU perceive if^e foIlowiDg treatife to be altQgethCI* 
frooic^ Yf. 



ilM qofliAiii irould tb^ be. how tltoetiatibaal (Id)^ 
be p9ld; and how I can make good the several par- 
tteolBft of i»y proposal ; whieb I da^h qow lay opea to 
tbepidMtc 

The reveoaes of their graees and lordships, the arcl^ 
faSshopo and bii^ops of this kiogdom (i^Gcludiog the fines) 
60 amooiiti bf a moderate computation to 36800/. per 
aao, I mean the rents which the bbliops receive from 
tbeir tenants. Bat the real vahie of those lands at a fall 
rent, lakiog the several sees, one with another, is reck- 
oned to foe at leo^ three fourths more: so that multiply! 
ittg M9%0L by 4, the fuU rent of all the Inshops' lands 
will aanooat ta 147200/. per ami. from which subtract- 
ing the present rent received by their lordships, that is 
S6800/.; the profits^ of the lands received by the first 
snd second tenants (who both have f^eat bargains) will 
rise la the sum of 1 10400Z.|)er ann. ; which lands, if they 
were tebe sold- at twenty-two years purchase, would 
raise a sura of 2428800Zi,, reserving ta the bishops their- 
preseal rents; only excluding fines. ^ 

Of this sum I |m>po8e that out of t^e one half, which 
tBMNiBto to 1214490/. somudi to be applied, as will en- 
tirely dischai^ the debts of the nation ; . and the remain- 
der be liod up in the treasury, to supply contingencies, 
aa well>aBto^iischaige some of our heavy taxes, until 
Afr Uo|^M»eball be iu a better cooditipn. 

BiOy whereas the i»eseDt set of iNshops would be great 
loqBSi by tWsscheoe for want of thehr fines ; which would 
lye a lianlitrealaieDtto such rd%iou% loyal, and deserv- 
lag persopai^ I have therefore set apart the other hsJf, 
leaifpfy that defect, whfcb il will more than sufficient* 
ly do. 

A.biAap'a Inm for > the Atil term ir reckoned to be 

werth eieven years purchaset; but if we take bIriiopB* 

lawidy I«ippose^there raay^ four yean of e»cbktaMe^ 

b3 
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dapaed; aiidioiaoy of tte ^iAo^feAioivillwitridBttl^ 
ye«i9» I caamU i\mk tbeir U¥e& round ta;fae wordi'iiMffe 
Uian mven yeus pimhftae; so ttal Um pmcli^eeni msf 
vesy well afford fifteen yeara piupcbaae Cm* the i^vaniofi, 
espedalLy by doe groat addi^aoal adraatagei mbkHk I 
ebail soon mentioo. 

This sum of 2.428300/. mittl Ukmise be aitoic very 
considerably ; because the lands are. to be sold only at 
fifteen years (mrchase, and tbislessais Ae aum to^tbout 
1656000/. of wbidi I propose twelve buD^h^d tboa^and 
pounds to be applied partly for the payment of the im- 
^onai debt, and partly as a fund tor ftitme e^i^B^es; 
aad the remaining, 4^6000/. I propose as a fuod forpay- 
i^ the present set of bishops their fines; whiA H wUl 
abundantly do^ and a great part reaian asaa additko ta 
the. pabHc stock. 

. AJthottf^ the bishops rotti^ do not in realfty receiva 
three fines a piece, which take up twenty-one jFoan, yet 
I allow it to be so; but then I will suppose them tatake 
but one year's rent, in recompense of #ving tb^n so 
laige a term of Kfe; and thus miibi^i^ 36a00 1^ 3, 
tlie -product will be only 110400/. so that abovs Urnee 
fourths will remain to be s^if^ed to pubMc use. 
. If I have made wrong computations, I hope to be ex- 
cused, as a stranger to the kingdom; which I never saw 
till I was called to an ei^rfoymenl, and yet where I in> 
imi (0 pass the rest of my days^ but I look cure toget 
the best infori&i^ion& I could, and from the most proper 
{lersoBs; however, the i^slakes I may havrboouguilijr 
of will very little aflfeot tlie main of n^ preposalf al- 
iboiigb they should cause a dMIbnaoce. of ose famked 
tliousaod pounds, more or less. 

These ^les are only tobe piaid to the hisb^i dutfng 
Mh i^eonbeney in the same see : if he change itfer abel- 
ter, th^ pnvebasers of the vacant see lands ar&to 



lioaciilild^ Intr pmedbo of 4m» lee he bat left; nd 
bflib Ae^bUiop ivlio kreoMMned, Hud he who cones Into 
l»'|>taco> ue to beve ao flBoieAaei ; for the feoioTed 
hiihop vlll find. hb eceeuai by a ltt|(er feveave; aod 
the olher aee mil find candkli^ eooogb. For the lair 
maxim will here have plaeei e av rnt m t i pt ors I nean, 
>the f»eiim» whoMQiceed^ amy cbooae wb^her they will 
accept or aot.- 

Aa to^lhe {NBchatek«> they wiU fnrobably be teaaata to 
A^- see, who are afareadyin poiBeaneii» aod can afbidio 
gire ma» thaa any other bidder. 

I wall fwthtt eiqilalB myielf. If a penon already a 
bialiop be reaaired Into a richer tee^ be imnt be conteot 
with Uie bare reyeones wichoiit aay finei; aod lo moat 
he who comes ifi^o a bishopric vacant by death: andthis 
wfil iMfbig the matter sooner to bear ; which, if the crown 
ibaU (hiidL.fit to couoteiiaace, wHi soon change the pre- 
sent set of bishops; and ceoseqaeutly encourage pur* 
cbaseia of theh* bmds. For example : if a ptimale should 
^ and the gradaUon be' wisely made» siraest the whok 
set d'^bishopa might be diaiiged la a month, each to bis 
gceH advantage, although no fines were to be got, and 
thereby save a great part of that sum which I have ap- 
propriated toward supplyiag the daScieocy of fines. 

1 have vahied the biifcopa' lands two years puadiaae 
above the usuri cooiputed rs^ because tliese lands will 
have a sttctimi from the king aod couodl in Eogtand, 
aod be eoofiimed by anactof pnliameot here: beside^ 
it is well iu»wi|» that highw prices are given every dajr 
for worse lands, at the remotest distances, and at rack 
rents, whUb I take lo bo oooMoped by wapt of trade : 
when there ai*e few bcHrrowem, aod the little money hi 
prlvale4}aQda lyiog dead, there is no ot&er way to dis* 
pose of U' but in buying of land; arhicb conasqoaatly 
mim tfao^nm^ hsid it so high. 
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hffldt wottld*fti^e»aii7 otergood cActo iipoD itm^tm^ 
tfbn. IlFwfflconsuiersblflttcreaMtheatnibwQlgehCifl 
where ^ bi»hop»* teaaatB are able «v wMtiafj^ to |)brdmBa;> 
ftr the Iftods wHI ftffiird a tandted geaHmeD' a-^o^d 
reremie to each: aereral perspna ^m fii^jjlBiid, vitt- 
probablj^ be glad to come oTer hHherv and tst tlM bigj^en,\ 
rather than give thirty years punshaae al hom% mider 
the loads of taxes for the public and -llie pMr, as welt ai . 
rfli|Mdrs; by i^icfa meaAis mu^ woQey mayte hraight 
anioDg 118$ ahd probabfy some of the iMttdtosaa then-:* 
aelres mi^ be cooteot to >li^ die^p ivia worse cottotry, 
nutlier thao be at the charge of exchange and ageiH^^! 

and perhapscfnooeaiveoelesiEifibseoce) if th^ let their- 
lands too high. 

' I'Ms proposal wSH alM) n»idt^ply temen, iHmo the 
purchasers wil^faave lands iir- th^ own j^om&t to leve- 
lling aud^easy leases ^o Imhistrloas httsbaadiiieo. 

I haveaH0wedflomebi^ioi»ics, o^equallscoiiieyldh*^ 
of more or less value to the purdiaser^ aceoidiog «• the|rv 
Me cncamstaoeed. For iosCance, the laads'Of theiMl*' 
macy and some other sees, areletsolow^^mttb^hsHtdlp 
pay a fifth penny of the real^ vahie to the bldM>p$ aad^ 
there the fines are the greater. On the ^ob^ew^, ^ 
mei of Meath and Clenfert^ eonsistibg, aa I a» lold^ 
much of tithes, those tithes are annually kt to tluB 
tenants without i^y lines. S6 thesee of DoMtn is^iM* 
to have niany^ fee^AarmSj whidi pvy no flaes; and soiiie^- 
teases fbr lives, ndiii^ pay very little, a&dnot 8O80e» 
norsodiily. 

I camiet but be ooafit^M^ that their graces my Kuda 
fhe afehbishops, and my kmls the bishops, wMI lieartil)^ 
join in this proposd, out of grattode tobia1aleafafdpt^ 
seDt iinr$esty, ike bM ti kii^ who htv^'bealbi^ oo 
Iben siifh 10^ and opuieot atattttia^ ai'W^.teSw pi^ 



to iMi cMmtvf , #Mflli Is mm iMtaM dieir oit« ; where- 
by dief wiH berkHtmiMiital fommid ^jiog the nMM^ 
dAt» irMMmt impoyenMt&g tlienn^es ; enrich a him* 
dved geBttemeBy at well at free them from dependency; 
aad thus renore IhM envy, niifeb it i^t to M upow 
their gracet aod lordafaipt from coanderaUe pcnoa^ 
whoae Mrtfa «id feftniieB rather quaHfy there to belordt 
of manorm than tervik dependents upon churchmen^ how-) 
ever.digoi^Kl or diatio|puithed. 
. If 1 1I0 not 'flitter mytel^ then could not he any law 
more popidar than tldt. For, the iomiediate tenantt lo 
t^abtfpei beiiif tome of tbon peAoot of qnafity and good 
ettoleti and more of ihem grown up to be gendemen by 
the profitt el tbeae very leaaet under a tuecection of 
l^thope, think it a disgrace to be tubjeet both to renit 
and fioea at the pteatnre of their laadlovdtb Then the 
bolk of the ItoaBlti etpedaily the dimrnteff^ who «ro 
our true loyal protettMt brethren, lodE upon H both at 
aoaanatitfaloiidiniqttitMit things thatUthoptthoold bo 
owom^tf lend at aH (whereio I beg to differ from them) 
being a point to contrary to the practice of the apoaOe^ 
wheae tuccwtart they are deemed to be; and who, alk 
thol^|l Ibey were contented that land ebould be wM fnr 
the common Hte of the bsethreo, yet would not buy U 
Uieamdve%biHhad it laid at their feet to be dtttribnted 
to po6r protdy tet. 

1 wOl add one word more; that by tudi a wboletome 
low aU the oppietrioot felt by uaderteoantt of clnHch 
loatcii whidi lure now laid onthe bmhope»woidd enllveiy 
be prevented, by their gracet and lordthipt contenting 
to h«re thi^ huoidtteid far payment of the nation't debit ; 
rctenring only the pretent rent for their own pleotttd 
and honemnKbie tuppcgrt. 

I bt^ leave to add one particular ; that, when heada 
of a byi (at I find the ttyte runt in iUt kingdom) thidl 
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be hroaght in for fermiii^ tlik propiMd fata a htir, I 
AfmH hmnMy offer; t1»t tiiere r^^ be a pmv^ gtven 
to evay bishop, except diose wbo tee^ id Dublin, for 
appl^ihg ime hnndred acres of fHPOfitsMe land, that lies 
nearest hir palace, as a demesne for the convcnieiice of 
bisfoiiiily. 

I know very well, that this schema bas bees inudi 
talked of fcnrsome time past, and is in the thoii^its 
of many patriots; neither was it prqperly mine, al- 
Aoiigh I fell readily into it, when it was^ ft«t communis 
eatedtome. 

. Although I am almost a perfect stranger in this king- 
dom, yet since I have accepted an employment here of 
some consequence as- well as profit, I cannot but think 
myself in duty bound to c<>nsult the interest of people 
among whom I have been so well received. And if 
i can be any way instrumental towaid con^flMiting to 
reduce diis excellent proposal into a law (which beu^ 
abt in the least infurkms to England, w^, F-am confi* 
dent, meet wi^ no opposition from that side) my ifoceie 
aideavours to serve this ditirdi and kingdom will foe 
wv^rewatded; 
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AM 

EXAMINATION 

OF ^ 

CERTAIN ABUSES, CX)RRtJPTiONS, AND ENORMlTKaS 

IN 

THE CITY OF DUBLIN, 1732. 



2^i»THiN& Is fadd more commeDdabie in all gr^at 
cities, especially . Ifae metropoHs of a kingdon^ thaa 
tkffiat tile F^reocb caU the poHce : by nvhkh wmrd is 
meant the governmeDt ther^ to prevent the many d^ 
orders occanooed by great onrabers of people aod car- 
riages, espedally through narrow streets. In this govern* 
meot our famous city ^ Dublin is said to be rery defect- 
ive^ and uMvenaily complained of. Many wholesome 
laws have be^ enacted to correct those abuses, but am ill 
executed; aod Dumy more are waBtit^;- which I hope 
the united wisdom of the nation^ (whereof so many good 
eflfecta have already appearad Uife session) witt ^oon 
talie iato th^ profea&d consideratioii. 

M I have been always waldilul over the good of 
mlse own country, and particularly that of our renowned 
city, where {isbsU iwUia) I had Uie honour to draw 
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tkuce to fiNfiiear eimaieiBtiag iMae ^ tbe gieateit- 
eiMiiiBiU<%mbMacg^amic«wiiptkw»i|Ke»datoMirt tbraiigb* 
eyefj pwrtof DubliD^ «iid.|iiopwqg>ffichieBia4te8y«i 
I bffe the Icgitlattice will apfiiove o^ 

Tbe Barrow oo«if>«fli to which I baTeeoDiiiied nyaeif^ 
In ihk papei^ will allow me aoly lo touch the mmilm^ 
postaDi defects; asdnch a&I thiakieeiitt'nqpiivetlie 
BHWft cpeedj letbeH. 

Aodfint; peifaaps theie waanerer knqwaa^witer io* 
ttiiuHoii* thao that of aHowiag certaio penons of both 
•esM, ia laife and popoloiia dties, toxrj throii^ ihe 
itnett maay neceiivies 4if Ufe: it woakl be eodle» lo 
nequDt the coDveDieadeB, which cur citj e^joyiby 
thic tneiiiliuTeotioo; sod partioularly strangera, forced 
hither 1^ bofiiiei^ who rende here but a cbort tioie: 
for lheie» haviof umaUj but little mone^t and faeiBg 
wholij ifDorant of tbe lowo» mi^t at au eaiy |iriee 
ptt r c b ac e a tder^e duuier, if the aerend cdfin wiadd 
fUNwoiuicie the names of the goods, they have .to« sall-ia^ 
ai^ tolerable laogaage* And therefinre» uotil our lair* 
OMdcers shall thiok it proper to ioterpose so faraa-ti^ 
make those traders jpNUHioectbeir words ia siich tenqa^ 
that .a plaio Christian hearer may comprehend what ia 
cried» I would advise all new comers to look out ai 
their fpurret windows^ aod there 8ee» whether the thiof 
thai is cried) be tripes, or flMnnnery, hutt^noilk or oow 
heels. For, as thinp are oow managed, bow is k piak 
sibk for an hooest coimtrymaD jast arrived to find out . 
what is meant) for instancy by tbe followiog wordsi wUli 
wbidi his oan are oqoslaotly stumijMt twipe a U^^. 
n»«a> jogii and porriogcpns vp in th^ garret^aed doim u^ 
the., cellar; I si^, bow is it possible for any staager. to 
understand, that this jaigoa is meant as an invitation U% 
buy a farthing's worth of milk for bis breakfast or sup- 



w ,.,«■■> 



'AUK MmBOS. at. m 



per^ tuloBa hm.€mktitT <tem kitt to the vMow, or 
uolil Ui IwH^df duiU iofioim biai? I fmidiice this 
odIj m ooe loflittQ^ «BiQQg a biUKlffed miidi ir«ne; I 
mewiv wliece. tbe woidft n»k« a flouod wbfAly inarliett- 
late, wfaich giyes bo oaidi diiBUirbaace» aad io little ib* 
foroRg^ura. 

The affiraadoo 8Qle»iri^ made in tbe eijirfherrii^ 
is ^beoD^. ^piiiiat all'^^nttth aod (Nrobatnlliji herriuga: 
alive^ aiive here ; tbe very (NroveTb vlU coovince tia ef 
tlila; fiwidiaiigiaorefrequeotkiotiHDarjBpeedi, thsi. 
to say of Boms ne^^ibQiir ibr whom tlie paeriog ball 
riag^ Aat be ia dead aa a hciriiig? And praj how ia 
it poaaible that a hemog; which, as phyoiophera ohaerve^ 
cai»ot live longer thaa one iniaiite three lecoada aod 
half oat of it^ater, ^mM bear a vojage to opeo boala 
from Hoiftblo DbUb^ be toned into twenty hau^ and 
preaerve its life in ftievea ibr taTor^ hottia? Wf^i wo 
baTO a4tBe9Ms readj to produce^ tbnt aaoy thomanda 
of time henruigi, «o irajHideotlf aaserted to be aliv^ 
have been a.tkrf and a night ttpo& dry Jaod. But thia 
ia not tte worit. What ean we ttil^ of tbaee infttow 
wretdea who .dace» in the face ^ the aim, vouch the 
very aune afllmiaUve of thdr intaoQy and cry salmoa 
alivei^ alive; whereas, if you call the woman who 
criea it, ahe ia not aflbam^ tatimi back heir OHotla, and 
show yon this iodividaal Baimoo, ^t into a doaea 
pieces ? I have given good advice to these infaooiia 
disipraceis (rftheor sex and calUag, ^^Fithottttbe leastap- 
pearance of remone^ and fully against the.convietlon of 
th^ own «onseieD€es; I have mi»itioBed this griev* 
ance toaav^al of our p«rish ii^idster% but i^ ia rnm; 
so thai it most contioae, ui^ thegoveraaieot shall tbiptc 
fit to int^fsae. 

There is another cry, whicb^ from the strictest obser- 
vation I can make, appears to be very modem, aod it si 
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that of nwmitMhB^ uaAh^loty tet^oded far » fe- 
flection itpoo^ the female sex; as If there were at pire- 
sent so great a dearth of loiters, that Mtt women, i»tead 
of receiTiog preseots^fima men, were now foirced to'Mbr 
nuaiey: to fwrciiase sweethearts* Neither am I svire, 
that this cry does^netiglMice at some disaffiBctico against 
the goTeroment; indnttating, that while so many of our 
troops are .eogaged in foro^n service, «iid such a great 
nniaher of our gallant officers constantty reside io Fng- 
land, the ladies are forced to take up with parsons and 
atloroles: but this is a most anjnst reflection, as may 
soon lie proved by any person who frequents the castle, 
Qur public walks, our balls and assemUies; where the 
crowds of toupeesf were* never known to swartn ^s tbcj 
do at present. 

. Thare is a cry pecull«r to tMs city, which I do not 
leneiober to have been used iO London ; or at least not 
in the same l^fos that it has bfeen pracdsed by both par- 
ttas duflageaah of their power, but very unjustly by the 
tories. While these w^e at the liehn, they grew daily 
avpre and aiore iinfiat»eiit to f^t all true whIgs and Ha- 
noverians out of employments: to effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary fellows, with large baskets on their 
shbukters, to call aloud ateveiy house, dirttocsirryoot; 
fpivingthat denomldation to our whole party; as if they 
would sigiiify,^ that the kii^dom could never Ve cleans- 
ed, until we were swept irom the earth like mbbisb. 
But, since- that happy turn of times, when we were so 
miracsUiMialy preseryed^ by just an inch, from pop»ery, 
slavery, massacre, imd the pretender, I mtcGEt' own it is 
prudence in us still to go on with die same cry ; which 



* A sort of sugar cakes lathe shape of hearts. F. 
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for its owner ; now in fashion, Dec. I, I7p3, F. , - v 



CERTAIN A»TSES, &c. lei 

hte ever siilce been so effectuaHy observed, that the true 
political dirt is whoHy removed, and thrown oo Its pro- 
per dttngblHs) there to corrupt dod be no more heard of. 
But to proceed to other enormities : every person 
who walks the streets, musC needs olwerve an Immense 
number of human excrements, at the doors and steps of 
waste houses, and at the sides of every dead wall; for 
vfakh the dissected party has assigned % very fklse and 
malicious cause: they would have It, that these heaps 
were laid there privately by British fundaments, to make ' 
the worid believe that our Irish vulgar do dally eat and 
drink; and consequently that tlie clamour of poverty 
among us, must be false, proceeding only from Jacobites 
and papists. They would confirm this, by pretending 
to observe, that a British anus, being moie narrowfy 
perforated than one of our own country, and many of these 
escrements, upon a strict view, appearing copple crown- 
ed, with a pdnt Hke a cone or pyramid, are easily dls- 
tiogui^ed from the Hiberniao, which lie much flatt<^, 
and with less continuity. I communicated this conjec- 
ture to an eminent physician, who is well versed in such 
pr^ound speculadons, and at my request, was pleased to 
make trial with e»ch of hb fingers, by thrusting them in- 
to the anus of several persons of both nations, and pra- 
feased be could find no such difference between them, as 
those 111 disposed people allege. On the contiary, he 
assured me, that much the greater number of narrow 
eavltiea, were of Hibemlau origin. * This I only men- 
tion, to show how reidy the jacol^tes are to lay hK)ld of 
any handle, to express their malice againSt the govern- 
ment I had almost forgot to add, that my friend the 
physician, conM, by smelling each finger, distinguish the 
fflbemiaii excrement from the British, and was not above 
twice mistaken, in a hundred experiments; upon which 
he intends very soon to publish a learned dissertation. 
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Tiiei^ 1» adiTemrioD in this dtf, which lUnalljr begioi 
among diebotdrere, but is often eoudoaed iiy a moeei- 
rion of other people, through manj itreets : it Is cdtod 
.llie COSBUfG of a dog: ^and I mnj justly Dumber it 
among our cormpHoDS. Theoereraooyiithas: astraqge 
4eg happens to pass through a fleshTmarket ; wheteupso 
m expert batcher iramedlatety cries in aloud voice, aad 
[iSne proper tone, cob^ cobs, several times. The sasM 
word is repeated by the people. The 4og, who per- 
ftetty undcntaods the terms of art, and consequeotij 
; the danger he is in^imme&tilytBes. The people, and 
even his own brother luiinuds, punue : the ponnit and 
try attend him perhaps lialf a niUe; he is well w<mlad 
in his flight, and sometimes hardly escapes. This our 
lUwIdiers of the jacol^te kind are pleased to cafi a pe^ 
aecution; and affirm, that it always Mis upoo dogs of 
the tory principle. But we can well deiend oursdves, 
by jttsdy afieging, that when they were uppermost^ Aey 
treated our dogs ftill as iriiumanly. As to my own part, 
who have in former times often attended these proees* 
sioos, although I can very well distinguish between a 
whig and a lory dog, yet I never caicied my reseotmeot 
very far from a party principle, except it were against 
certain maHdous dogs, who most discovered their enmi- 
ty against us in 4he wont of times. And I remember 
too well, that in the wMted ministry of the Bad of Ox- 
ford, a large roasttfT of our party, beiqg unmevdfaHty 
cossed, ran without Udnking between my legs, as I waa 
eonrfng up FlshamUe street; and,asIafflof lowstatae^ 
with very short legi^ bore me riding backwarddown the 
trill for above two hundred yards; and althoiigh I made 
use of his tail for a bridle, hoMhig it fimt with both my 
hands, and dung my legs as dose tohissldesaslcottld, 
yet we both came down together into the middle of the 
keooel; wheraafterfoBlivthrtaoriburlfaDesovareadi 



sas of a tbottsaiid maUdoufl Jacobites. : I caBiiot indeed 
,l>ut gratefully acknoirledge, that for this and many other 
aerriceB and flufferiogs* I hare been. aioce more than 
-orer paid. 

This adventure maj peibapg have pat me out of love 
.irith. the dftT«nion.oC coeriiig, which I coofen mjself an 
^nenij to» uolew we:00ttld alwajrtbesure of distinguish* 
. iDg toij dcfs; whereof great numbers have since been 
ISO prudent, as eotirdy to ciDiege their principles^ add 
r are justly esteemed the biesl wo«itieis of iheir fotmer 
;'frieiids. 

I am assured, and p^rtJty know, that all the chire^ejr 
aweepevs' boy^s, where vnfimtoen of pariiament cldeiy 
lodge, are faired by our enemies to skulk in the lops of 
chimneys^ with their heads Ho higher than will just per- 
mit them to look round; and at the usual bottrswhen 
. members are going to the bouse,if they see acoach stand 
near the lodging of any loyal member, ihey call coac^ 
coach, as loud as they can bawl, just at the instant wbai 
the footman begins to |;iTe the simie calL And this is 
chiefly done 4m tho^ days, when any pointof importeace 
Is to be debated. Thb practice may be of very dai^;er* 
*oas consequence; for tiiMCse boys are all hired by enor* 
mies to th? government: and ihusbj the absence of a 
itw meatoen ibr a few minute^ a qiusstion may be ca^* 
irfed against the true interest ^of the kiiigdoni, and very 
fvmbably «ot without an eye towmrd the pretender* 

I hawe net obseirved ^ wit and fim^ of ibis town so 
much em^oyed in any one article^ as Uiat of contriving 
vmie^ at signs, to Imng owr hoimes where punch is to 
besdd. Tbebowl is rqNcesented fan of punch; the 
ladle stands erect in Ae middle, stqipmrted sometimes by 
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one,, and bometlnies by two aoimals, wbo^e feet rest u^ 
on Uie edge of the bowl. These animals are sometimes 
one black lion, and sometimeg a couple ; sometiiiies a 
I jingle eagle, and sometimes a spread one ; and we often 
meet a crow, a swan, a beari or a cock, in the same 
posture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of these animals, either 
separate or in conjunction, are, propa'ly speaking, fit 
, emblems or embellishments to advance the sale of punch. 
. Besides, it is agreed among naturalists, that no brute can 
endure the taste of strong liquor, except where he has 
been used to it from his infancy ; and consequently k is 
against all the rules of hieroglyph, to assign those ani- 
mals as patrons or protectors of punch, f'or, in that 
case, we ought to suppose that the host keeps always rea- 
dy the real bird or beast, whereof the picture hangs over 
his door, to entertain his guests; which however to my 
knowledge is not true in fact ; not one of those birds b6- 
ing a proper companion for a Christian, as to adding and 
asnsting in making ttie punch. For, as they are drawn 
iipon the sign, they are much more likely to mute, or died 
their feathers into the Hquor. Then as to the bear, be 
18 too terrible, awkward, and slovenly a companion to 
converse with ; neither are any of them at aH han^ 
enough to fill liquor to the company : I do therefore ve- 
- liemently suspect a plot intended against tlie gevemmeot 
by these devices. For, although the spread eagle be tbe 
arms of Germany, upon which account it may possiUy 
be a lawful protestant sign, yet I, who am very suspieious 
d'fair outsides, in a matter which so nearly concerns our 
\relfiBM«, cannot but call to mind, that the pretender's wMe 
is 9ud to be of German birth ; and that many popish 
princes, in so vast an esteut of land, are reported to ex- 
cel botli at making and driukiog punch : besides, it b 
plain that tbe spread eagle exUbits to us the perfect 
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%ure of a crotty idiidi la a badge of popery. Then aa 
to the cock, he is well koown to represent the French 
datiott, our old and dangerous enemy. The swan, who 
must of necessity cover the entire bowl with his wiogs^' 
can be no other than the Spaniard, who endeaTours Ur 
engross all the treasures of the Indies to himselL The 
lion is indeed the common emblem of royal power, as 
Well as the arms of England ; but to paint him black is 
perfect jacobitism, and a manifest type of those who 
blacken the actions of the besi princes. It is not easy 
to distinguish, whether that other fowl painted over the 
punch bowl, be a crow or a raven. It is true they have 
both been ominous knrds : but I rather take it to be the 
fomer ; because it is the disposition of a crow to pck 
out the eyes of other creatures, and often even of Chris- 
tians, after they are dead : and is therefore drawn here 
with a design to put the Jacobites in mind of their old 
practice, first to lull us asleep (which is an emblem of 
death,) and then to bKnd our eyes, that we may not see 
their dangerous practices against the state. 

To speak my private opinion ; the least offensive pic-' 
ture in the whole set seems to be the benr $ because he 
represents ursa majnTi or the great benr, who presides^ 
over the north, where the reformation first began : and* 
which, next to Britain (indudiag Scotland and the north' 
of Ireland) is the great protector of the true protestanl 
rel^on. But, however, in those signs where I observe 
the bear to he chained, I cannot help surmkii^ a jaco* 
Inte contrivance ; by which these traitors hint aa earnest 
dedre oi uang all true wirigs, as their predecessors did' 
the primitive Christians : I mean, to represent us as 
bears,. and then halloo their tory dogs to bait as to 
deatlu 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I dsriftie 
in all the signs set over those houses that invite nuat* 

VOL. XII1« I 
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punch. I dwD it iras a matter that did not need ex- 
plaining, being so very obvious to common understand- 
ings : yet I know not bow it happens, but methinks 
there seems a fatal blindness to overspread our corporeal 
ejes, as well as our intellectual ; and I heartily wish I 
maj be found a false prophet ; for these are not bare 
suspicions, but manifest demonstrations. 

Therefore, away with these popish, jacobitish, and 
idolatrous gewgaws. And I heartily wish a law were 
enacted under severe penalties against drinking punch aC 
all ; for nothing is easier tlian to prove it a disaffected 
liquor : the chief ingredients, which lare brandy, oranges, 
and lemons, are all sent us from popish countries; and 
nothing remains of protestant growth, but sugar and 
water. For as to biscuit, which formerly was held a 
necessary ii^predient, and is truly British, we find it is 
entirely rejected. 

But I will put the truth of my assertion past all 
doubt : I mean, that this liquor is by one important inno- 
vation grown of ill example, and dangerous consequence 
to the public It is well known, that by the true ori- 
ginsd institution of making punch left us by Captain Rat- 
diflE the sharpness is only occadoned by the juice of le- 
niODs; and so continued until after the happy revolu- 
tion. Oranges, alas ! are a mere innovation, and in a 
manner but of yesterday. It was the politics of Jaco- 
bites to introduce them gradually ; and to what intent ? 
the thing speaks itself. It was cunningly to show their 
virulence against his sacred majesty King William of 
ever glorimts and immortal memory. But of late (to 
show how fast disloyalty increases) they came from one 
to two, and then to three oranges : nay at present we 
often find punch made all with oranges, and not one un- 
gle lemon. For the Jacobites, before the death of that 
immortal prince, had by a superstition formed a private 
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prayer, that as they squeezed the olrange, so might that 
protestaot k^g be squeezed to death ; according to the 
tLQowo sorcery described by Virgil : 

laimus ut hie durescit, et hstc at cera liquescit, &.c. 

Aod thus the Romans, when they sacrificed an ox, used 
this kind of prayer ; '^ As I knock down this ox, so 
mayst thou, O Jupiter ! knock down our enemies.'' In 
like manner, after King William's death, whenever a 
Jacobite squeezed an orange, he had a mental curse upon 
the glorious memory, and a hearty wish for power to 
squeeze all his majesty's friends to death as he squeezed 
that orange, which bore one of his titles, as he was Prince 
of Orange. This I do affirm for truth, many of that fac- 
tion having confessed it to me undpr an oath of secrecy, 
which however I thought it my duty not to keep when 
I saw my dear country in danger. But what better can 
be expected from an infamous set of men, who never 
scruple to drink confusion to all true protestants under 
the name of whigs? A most unchristian and inhuman 
practice ; which to our gi*eat honour and comfort was 
never charged upon us, even by our most malicious de- 
tractors. 

The sign of two angels hovering ju the air, and with 
their right hands supporting a crown, is met with in se- 
veral parts ol this city, and has often given me great 
oflfencc; for, whether by the unskilfulness or dauger- 
ous principles of the painters (although I have good 
reasons to suspect the latter) those angels are usual- 
ly drawn with such horrid, or indeed rather diaboli- 
cal countenances, that they give great olTence to 
every loyal eye, and equal caui.e of triumph to the ja- 
jcobke, being a most infamous reflection upon our able 
and excellent miniptry.. 
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I ooir Mttro to that great enofmUjof our dtycii^i 
mo0t of wluch ire have borronred from Lmidon. I shall 
consider (hem only ia a poHtieal view, as the^neaf^ 
ly affect the peace and safetj of both kingdosis; 
and having been onginallj contrived bj wicked Ma- 
chiavels to bring in popeiy, slaverj, and arbitrary 
power, by defeating the protestant succession, and intro- 
ducing the pretender, ought in justice to be here laid 
open to the world. 

About two or three mouths after the happy revolu- 
tion, all persons who possessed any employment or office 
In church or state, were obliged by an act of parliament 
to take the oaths to King William and Queen Mary : 
and a great number of disaffected persons refusing to 
take the said oaths, from a pretended scruple of con- 
science, but realty from a spirit of popery and re- 
bellion, they contrived a plot to make the swearing to 
those princes odious in the eyes of the people. To this 
end, they hired certain women of ill fame, but loud 
shrill voices, under pretence of selling fish^ to go through 
the streets with sieves on their heads, and cry buy my 
soul, buy my soul ; plainly insinuaUag, that all those 
who swore to King William were just ready to sell their 
aouls for an employment. This cry was revived at th6 
death of QrUeen Ann, and, I hear, still continues in Lon- 
don with mucli oilbnce to all true protestants ; biit to 
our great happiness seems to be almost dro[^d in 
Dublin. 

But because I altogether contemn the displeasure and 
resentment of highflyers, lories, and Jacobites, whom I 
look upon to be worse even than professed papists, I do 
here declare, that those evils which I am going to men- 
tion, were all brought in upon us in the worst of times 
under the late Earl of Oxford's administration^ during 
the four last years of C^ueen Anne's reign.. That wick- 
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heart. He was of a moat avaridods nature, and isteid 
to have died worth four miUioos sterling,''^ beside his vast 
expense in building, statues, plate, jewels, and other 
coBtlj rarities. He waa of a mean obscure birth, from 
the verj dregs of the people; and so illiterate that ha 
eould hardly read a paper at the council table. I for- 
bear to touch on his open, profane, profligate life ; b6« 
cause I desire not to rake into the ashes of the dead : 
and therefore I shall observe this wise maxim ; de nwr* 
tms nil rUsi hvmtm. 

This flagitious man, in order to compass his black de- 
signs, employed certain wicked^nstruments (which great 
statesmen are never without) to adapt several London 
cries in such a manner as would best answer his ends. 
And whereas it was upon good grounds grievously sns* 
pected, that all places at court were sold* to the highest 
bidder; certain w<nnen were employed by his emissaries 
Id carry fish in baskets on their heads, and bawl through 
the streets, buy my fresh places. I must indeed own 
that other women used the same cry, who were innocent 
of this wicked design, and leally sold fish of that deno* 
ifdnation to get an honest livelihood ; but the rest, ii^ho 
irere in the secret, although they carried fish in their 
sieves or baskets to save appearances, yet they bad like* 
wise a certain sign, somewhat resembling that of the freew 
mesons, which the purchasers of places knew well enough^ 
and were directed by the women whither they were to 
resort and make their purchase. And I remember very 
veil bow oddly it lot^ced, wlien we observed many gen- 
tlemen finely dressed about the court end of the town, 
and as Oar as York buildings where the loid treasurer 

• The Mfthor^s oKaning U jiut contrary to the literal fente in this 
character of Lord Oxford. H. 
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Oxford d»dt,' calliog the women who cried bay my 
fresh places, and talkiug to them in the comer of a street 
until th^ understood each other's sign. But we never 
could observe that any fish was bought. 

Some years before the cries last mentioned, the Duke 
of Savoy was reported to have made certain overtures 
to the court of England, for admitting his eldest son by 
the Duchess of Orleans's daughter to succeed to the 
crown, as next heir, upon the pretender's being rejected ; 
and that son was immediately to turn protestant. It was 
confidently reported, that great tmmbers of people disaf- 
fected to the then illustrious, biit now royal house of 
Hanover, were in those measures. Whereupon another 
set of women were hired by thejacobite leaders to cry 
through the whole town, buy my Savoys, dainty Savoys,' 
fuirious Savoys. But I cannot directly charge the late 
Earl of Oxford with thb conspiracy, because be was not 
then chief minister. However, this wicked cry still con- 
tinues in London, and was brought over hither, where it' 
I'emains to this day; and is, in my humble opinion, a very 
offensive sound to every true protestant, who Is old 
enough to remember those dangerous times. 

During the ministry of that corrupt and jacobite earl 
above mentioned, the secret pernicious design of those in 
power, wa^ to sell Flanders to France ; the consequence 
of which must have been the infallible ruin of the States 
General, and would have opened the way for France to 
obtain that universal monarchy they have so long aimed 
at; to which the British dominions must, next after HoK 
land, have been compelled to submit, whereby the pro- 
testant religion would be rooted out of the world. 

A design of this vast importance, after long consulta- 
tion among thejacobite grandees, with the Earl of Oxford 
at their head, was at last determined to be carried on by 
the same method with the former : it was therefore again 
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put if] practice; but the conduct of it was chieBj left to 
cboseo men, iibose Toiccs were louder and stronger tban 
those of the other sex; and upoo this oocasioD was firit 
instituted io Iiondoa that famous crj of floundbbs. 
But the criers were pailicularly directed to proDouoce 
the word Flaunders, and not flotuHlei-s. f'or, the couo- 
try which we now by comiptioa call Flauders, is io ito 
true orthography spelt Flaunders, as may be obvious to 
all wlio read old English books. I say, from hence be- 
gan that ihunderiug cry, which has ever since stunned 
the ears of all London, made so many children fall into 
fits, and women miscarry; come buy my fresh flaunders, 
curious flaunders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho; 
which last words can, with no pit^riety of speech, be ap^- 
plied to fish manifestly dead (as I observed before in her- 
ylngs and salmon) but very justly to (en provinces con- 
taining many millions of living christians. But the ap- 
plication is still closer, when we consitler that all the 
people were to be taken like fishes in a net; and by aa- 
sbtance of the pope, who sets up to be the universal 
fisher of men, the whole innocent nation was, according 
to our common expression, to be laid as flat as a floun- 
der. 

I remember, myself, a particular crier of flounders in 
jLondon, who arrived at so much feme for the loudness of 
bis voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned up- 
on that account in a comedy. 

He has disturbed me many a morning before he came 
within fifty doors of my lodging : and although I were 
not in tluRse days so fully apprised of the designs which 
our common enemy had then in agitation, yety I know 
not how, by a secret impulse, young as I was, I could 
not forbear conceiving a strong dislike against the fel- 
low; and often said to myself, Thb cry seems to be 
forged in the Jesuits' school : alas, poor England ! I am 
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^ievouflly mistaken if there be not some popish plot at 
Uie bottom. . J communicated my thoui^ts to an iall- 
mate friend, wlio reproached diq with being too TinoQaqr 
ia my fipeculationa; but it proved afterward that I copr 
jectured right. And I have since reflected, that if the 
wicked faction could have procured oidy a thousafid 
men of as strong luogs as the fellow I mentioned, nwae 
cao tell how terrible the consequences might have been, 
not only to these two kii^dome^ but over aU Europe, by 
ielliog Flanders to Fraoee. And yet these cries oto- 
^tiQue uapuDidied both in. Loiidoa and Dublin : aithoii^ii» 
I confess not with equal -vehemeiMj or loudness; be* 
oa«se the reasoo for eoutrlviDg this detpemH/e plot is^ t» 
DUr great felicity, whcAy ceaaed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Brttidi 
bouse of commons in the last years of Q;ii€en Anne^i 
reign, were in .tbdr bearts directly opposite to the Eari^rif 
Oxford's pernicious measures : whidi put him wider the 
necessi^ of bribing them withaalaries. Whereupon h» 
had agdn recourse to bis old polities. And accordingly 
his emissaries M^ere very busy in employing certain arl- 
ful women, of no good life and conversation (aa It was 
proved before Justice Peyton)* to cry that vegetable 
commonly called celery through the town. These 
women differed, from the common criers of that herb by 
soin^ private marki which I could never learn; bat te 
matter was notorious enough, and sufficiently talked of; 
and about the same period was the cry «f celery brought 
over into this kingdom. But »oce. there is not at this 
present the least occasion to suspect the loyalty of our 
criers upon that article, J am content that it may -stUl bt' 
tolerated. 

* ▲ famous whic justice in those iime»^ F. 
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I MR ttmilioit Imt one cry more, irhich has any re- 
ftteaee to polities ; but is indeed, of all others, the moit 
lOMleDt, as weR ai treasonable, under our present hap- 
p^ertabUshmetit, I mean that of tanmps ; not of timiips, 
aseofiiog to the best orthography, but afosohitelf tnrn- 
apa. Althottgh the C17 be of an olcter date than some 
af the pteeedlag enonnities, finr it began^ soon after the 
i«rolatioD ; fet was It nerer known to arrlTe at so great 
» height, as daring the Earl of Oxford's power. Some 
people (whom I take to be private enennes) are indeed 
aa readj- aa myself to ptcten their disapprobotion of this 
orjr. Off pretence that it began by the coutrivance of cer- 
tain old procudreseea, wha kept houses of ill fame, where 
lewd wiHiieD met to draw young men into Tice. And 
this they pretend to prove by some words in the cry ; 
because, aft^r the cHer had bawled out, ^ Turnups, bo, 
buy my dainty turnups;" he would sometimes add the 
twd foSawing vei^ses : 

^ Tarn up the miAress, and tarn op the maid. 
And turn up the daufiitir, andbr ttot afirald.^ 

Thk, say some political sophist pliialy shows, that 
them^aa be notbuig favdier meant In so infamous a eiy, 
than an iovimtiDQ to lewdness f which indeed iMight to 
be.aeveTely punished in sdl well regulated governments ^ 
yet cannot be fah^y interpreted as » crime of state; 
Bftt, i faope^ we an not ao mA andbUnd to be deluded 
at this time of day with sneb (mot evasionsi. I ceuH 
if ituweprnperydenOBStrate the ^ery time when those 
two verses weve ceaaposed, and name the author, who 
waa no other Aan the hunous AAr. Swan, so weH known 
ior Us latent at quibblfaigr and waa as virulent a jaco« 
Mte ar any in £flgl«kid. Keither could he deny^ the tiktt^ 
when, he was taxed for it in my presence by Sic Hensy 
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DaUon Coh» and Colooel Hwn^i^ «t Ubc SmfOA 
coffee-bouse, oo the 10th of June, 1^701. Thiit itjip- 
.pean to a demoustratiop, that those vetoes wefo ofilj^ a 
blipd U> conceal the roost dangerous doMgos of the fiprtf ; 
.ivbo, from the first years after the.ha|^7 r9¥Qli|tioB»4iMd 
a cai^t way of talkiug lo their clttbff» after this manner r 
we hope to see the cards dn^ited once more, asdanolbnr 
king TURN vp trump: and, when shall we meet oyer^a 
dish of TuaNVPS ? The same term of art was used kt 
their plots against the gorernmeot, and in their treaaon- 
able letters written in ciphers, aod deciphered, by the 
famous Dr. Willes, as you may read in the trials of thoise 
times. This I thought fit to set forth at large, and in 
so clear a light, because the Scotch and French authmrs 
.hav^ given a very different account of the word TimiiVf ; 
but whether out of ignorance or partiality I shaU not 
decree; because I am sure the reader is convinced laj 
my discovery. It is to be observed, that this cry was 
sung in a particular manner by fellows in disguise, to 
give notice where those traitors w^re to meet, inoirder to 
concert their villaoDus designs. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an 
humble proposal,, that those who cry thiaroot at present 
}a our streetaiof Dublin may bc( compelled by the jiiatioes 
of the peace to pronounce tuniip^ and not turnup; fov I 
Bm afraid we have still too may snak^ in oiiur boaom, 
and it would be well if tfe^ oettaia were som^itnes 
seaitbed, wijien the ownto .least expeeted it; for I am 
Ddl out of fear, that icM angms in h&id.: 
." Thus we ai*e zealous in matten of small momeiil, 
minio we neglect those of die highest iofiortttoce. I 
have already made it manifest, that all these cries were 
contrived in the wont of times, under, the minisdy 
pi that, desperate statesman, Bob^rt, late £sffl of Ox* 
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• 

ford; md for diat very reason ought to be rejected 
wRh faonror, as begun in the reign of Jacobites, and may 
well be mimbered among the rags of popery and trea- 
son i or, if it be thought proper that these cries mmt 
amddoe, rttrely they ought to be only trusted in the 
hands of true protesCants, who have given security to 
the goveramenti 

Having already spol^en of many abuses relating to 
sign-postff; I cannot here omit one more, because it 
plainly relates to politics ; and is, perhaps, of more dan- 
gerous consequence than any of the city cries, because 
it directly tends to destroy the succession. It is (he 
sign of his present majesty King George the Second, to 
he met mih in many streets ; and yet I happen to be 
not oul J the first, but the only, discoverer of this auda- 
cious instance of jacobitism. And I am confident, that, 
if the justices of the peace would please to make a strict 
inspection, they might find in all such houses, before 
which those signs are hung up in the manner I have ob- 
served, that the landlords were malignant papists, or, 
-which is worse, notorious Jacobites. Whoever views 
those signs may read over his majesty s head the follow- 
ing letters and ciphers, G. R.IL which plainly signifies 
George, King the Second, and not King George the Se- 
cond, or George the second king; but laying the point 
after the letter G, by which the owner of the house 
manifestly shows, that he renounces his allegiance to 
King George the Second, and allows him to be only the 
second king, in-uendo^ that the pretender is the first 
king; and looking upon King Geoige to be only a kind 
of second king, or viceroy, till the pretender shall come 
over and seize the kingdom. I appeal to all mankind, 
whether this be a strained or forced interpretation of 
the inscription, as it now stands in almost every street. 

whether any decipherer would make the least doubt or 
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beBiUtuM^ to exphia it as I h^re done; whether si^^ 
other proteitaot couotiy wotdd endure ta pobfie m id- 
Btance of treaaoa in the capital dlj from mA^TU^tgu: 
ooQsplratoiB; and, lastlj, whether aonie popirtB aiMl jar 
colnt^ of great fortuoes and qiiali^ jmif not proboblj* 
stand behind the curtain in tUa dai|gerotti» open, and 
ayoired dengn against the governments Bat I have 
performed my duty; and leave the reforming of these 
abuses to the wisdom* the vigilance, the leyidty^and 
tivity of mj: superiors^ 
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SOME REASONS AGAINST 

THE BILL 

FOR SBTTLING THE TITHE OF HEMP, FLAX, **; 

BY A MODVB.* 



The cletgy did little expect to have aoy cause of 
complaiot against the present house of commons: nho^^ 
ia the last session, were pleased to throw out a billf 
sent them from the lords, which that reverend bodj ap- 
prehended would be very injurious to tliem, if it passed 
into a law; and who, in the present session, defeated the 
arts and endeavours of schismatics to repeal the sacra- 
mental test. 

For although it has been allowed on all hands, that 
the former of those blUs might, by its necessary conse- 
quences, b^ very displeasing to the lay gentlemen of the 
kingdom, for many reasons purely secular; and that this 
last attempt for repealing the test did much more affect 
at present the temporal interest than the spiritual ; ye£ 
the whole body ot the lower clergy have, upon both 
tho^ occasions) expressed equal gratitude to that hoa- 

* Many eminent clergymea who oppoeed this scheme applied to 
Dr. Swift to write against it, to which he readily consented upon 
titieir giring him lome faists : and two days alter tiie rollowing reasMM 
were preaenicd to aever^ mtsaS^en of parltamcilt, wUeh h»d jo yood 
an eflfect that the hill was dropped. F. 

t For the bishops to divide livings. F. 
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onrable house for their justice and steadiness, as if the 
clergy alone were to receive the benefit' 

It must needs be therefore a great additkm to flie 
clei^'s grief, that such an assembly as the present house 
p{ commons should now, with an expedi^d more thaa 
usual, agree to a bill for encouraging the linen mami- 
facture, with a clause whereby the church is to loee 
two parts in three of the legal tithe in flax and hemp. 

Some reasons why the clergy think such a law wfll 
be a great hardship upon them are, I conceive, those 
that follow. I shall venture to enumerate them, irith 
all deference due to that honourable assembly. 

First, the clergy suppose tliat they have not, by any 
fault or demerit, incurred the displeasure of the nation'^s 
representatives : neither can the declared loyalty of the 
present set, from the highest prelate to the lowest vicar, 
be iu the least disputed ; because there are hardly ten 
clei^men through the whole kingdom, for more than 
nineteen yetors past, who have not been cither preferred 
entirely upon account of their declared afTeclion to the 
Hanover line, or higher promoted as the due reward of 
tlie same merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom resid- 
ing some part of the year at his countiy seat, who is not 
in his own conscience fully convinced, that the tithes of 
his minister have gradually sunk for some years past one 
third, or at least one fourth, of their former value, exclu- 
sive of all nonsolvencies. 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is subject to 
so many frauds, brangles, and other dilficuhies, not only 
fram pa{Hsts and dissenters, but even from those who 
profess themselves protestauts; that, by the expense, the 
Uottble, and vexation of coUectic^ or bargaining for 
^Mtt, they arej of all other retfts, the most precarfon^. 
uneertaiD; and ill paid. 
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The landlords ia moat piffishes expect, m a complt 
jaeot, that tbej shall paj little more than half the value 
of the tithes for the laods they hold io their own hands; 
irfaich often consist of laige domains :- and it is the niir 
jikter's interest to make them eztj upon that articley 
when he considers what influence those gentlemen l»yo 
upon their tenants. 

The clergy ouDtnot but think it extremely severe, Uiat 
in a bill for, encouraging the linen manufacture, they 
alone must be the sufferers, who can least afford it. If, 
as I am told^ there be a tax of three thousand pounds « 
year paid by the public, for a farther encouragement to 
the said manufacture, are not the clergy equal sharers 
in the charge with the rest of their fellow subjficts? 
What satisfactory reason can be therefore given, why 
they alone should bear the whole additional weiobt, un* 
less it will be alleged that their property is not upon an 
equal foot with the properties of other men ? They ac- 
quire their own small pittance, by at least as honest 
means, as their neighbours the landlords possess their 
estates, and have been always supposed, except in rebel« 
lions or fanatical times, to have as good a title : for no 
families noV in beiQg can show a more ancient. Indeed, 
if it be true, that some persons (I hope they were no| 
matny) were seen to laugh when the rights of ttie clergy 
were mentipned ; in this case, an opfini<Hi may possfUy 
be soon advanced, that they have no rights at alL And 
this is likely enough to gain ground, in |»oportion fyi 
the contempt of all religion shall increase^ which is alrea* 

dy iQ ^ ^f ly forward way> 

It is said, tl^re will be also added in this bil^ a clause 
for diminishing the tithe of ho|is, in order to cultivatei 
that use^l pla^t among us: v^dA here likewise the load 
is to be. entirely on the shoulders of the ckis}^ white 
the landlords reap all the benefit. It will not be eaty to 
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foresee ir here such proceedings srre fikety to stop $ or 
whether by the same authority, ia civil times, a parllap- 
meet may not as justly challenge the same power in re^ 
dttcing all things titheable, not below the tenth part of 
the product (which h and ever wiU be the clergy's equ^ 
table right) but from a tenth part to a sixtieth or eighti- 
eth, and from thence to nothing* 

I have heard it granted by skilful persons, that the 
practice of taxing tlie clergy by parliament, without 
their own consent. Is a new thing, not much above the 
date of seventy years : before which period, in times of 
peace, they always taxed thehnselves. But things are 
extremely altered at present : it is not now sufficient to 
tax them in common with thek fellow subjects, without 
nnposing an additional tax upon them, from which, (ft 
from any thing equivalent, all their fellow mibjects are 
exempt ; and this in a jcountry professing Christianity. 

The greatest part of the-clergy throughout this king- 
dom have been stripped of their glebes^ by the confn^ 
sion of times, by violence, fraud, oppression, and othe^ 
unlawful means; all which glebes are now in the handt 
of the laity. So that they now ai« generally forced to 
lie at the mercy of landlords^ for a small piece c^ ground 
in their parishes, at a most exorbitant rest, and usu* 
ally for a short term of years, wheredpoa to build a 
house, and enable them to reside. Tet, in spke of thes^ 
disadvantages, I am a witness, that they are generally 
more constant residents, than their brethren in England^ 
where the meanest vicar has a convenient dwelling, with 
a barn, a garden, and a field or two for his cattle ; be* 
Ude the certainty of his little income from honest farm- 
ers, able and willing not only to pay him his dues, but 
likewise to make him presents, according to their ability, 
for his better support. In all which dscumstanceff the 
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clergy of Ivelaud meet trith a treatmeat ArMljr €0D> 
trarj. 

It IB hoped die hooourable house will conridciv that 
it is ioippsBiUe for the mo6t ill mioded, avaricioiis, or 
cunnidg clergyman, to do the least iojustice to the meao- 
esi cottager Iq his parish, in any bargain for tithes, or 
other ecclesiastical dues. He can at the utmost onljr 
demand to have his tithes fairly laid out ; and does not 
ence in a hundred times obtain his demand. Bat eyeij 
tenant, from the poorest cottager, to the most substantial 
farmer, can, and generally does, impose upon the minit- 
ter, by fraud, by theA, by lies, by perjuries, by insolcDce, 
and sometimes by force ; notwithstanding the utmost vfgi- 
iance and skill ei himself and his proctor; insomuch 
that it is allowed, that the clergy in general, reeeiye 
Iftde more than one>half of their legal dues ; not includ- 
ing the charges thej are at in collecting or bai^nij^ 
fdr them. 

The land rents of Ireland are computed to about two 
millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two hundred > 
thousand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, exduding ^ 
those of this city, are not reckoned to be above five huBh ^• 
dred ; by which computation they should each of them 
possess two hundred pounds a year, if those tithes wera 
equally divided, although in well cultivated com conn- 
tries it ought to be more ; whereas they hardly receive 
one half of that sum, with great defalcations, and in very 
bad payments. There are indeed a few glebes in the 
north pretty considerable; but if these, and all the rest, 
were in like manner equally divided, they would not 
add five pounds a year to every clergyman. Therefore, 
whether the condition of the clergy in general among us 
be justly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy bur- 
den, which neither the nobility, nor gentry, nor trades- 
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Bieii, iMHT Wmen, w31 totidi wHb ooe of tbek ftigm^ 
this, I saj) is sidimiiUed to thehonowraUc houte. 

One terrible circumstaiice in Uib IhU is, thai of turn- 
ing the tithe of flax and hemp, into what the lawTera caB 
a maduSf or a ceiiain sum in lieu of a tenth part of the 
product And by this practice of claiming a nwdus in 
many pai^ishes by ancient custom, the cki^gy in botli 
kiogdoms have been ahnost incredible sufferers. Tfan 
in.the present case, the tkhe of a t<4erahle acre of flax, 
which by a medium is worth twelve shillings, k by the 
present bill reduced to four shillings. Neither is this the 
worst part in a modus; eveiy determinate sum mast iu 
(Process of time sink from a fourth to a four-aod-twentlolli 
part, or a great deal lower, by that necessary fall attend- 
ing the va^e of money ; wliich is now at least nine 
tenths lower all over Europe, than it was four hundred 
years ago^ by a gradual decline ; and even a third part 
at least, within our own memories, in purchasing almost 
every thing required for the necessities or conveniences 
of life ; as any gentleman can attest, who has kept house 
ibr twenty years past And this wHI equally afiect poor 
countries as well as rich. For, although I look upon ft 
as an imposdbility that this kingdom should ever thrive 
under its present disadvantages, which, without a mini" 
cle, must still increase ; yet, when the whole cash of the 
nation shall sink to fifty thousand pounds, we must in afl 
oiur traffic abroad, either of import or export, go by the 
general rate, at which money is valued in those coun* 
tries, that enjoy tlie common privileges of human kind. 
For this reason no corporation (if the clergy may pre- 
sume to call themselves one) should by any means grant 
away their properties in perpetuity, upon any coiidder- 
ation whatsoever ; which is a rock that many corpora* 
tioos have split upon, to their great impoverislimeot 
and sometimes to their utter undoing : because they are 
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tioD of money itof aay certain peipetttal totftefie vtltte. 
Tins is koowa- enou^ ki EnghHud, -where mttates let 
far eyer» some htiadfed yean ago, by sevMil ancieat 
noble famyies, do not at this present pay Aeir pos- 
terity a twentieth part of what they are now w^rtb at 
an easy rent 

A tax 9^kci^ one part of a nation, whidi already* 
liearsits full sb«re in all parliamentary irap^sttioos^ can^ 
not possibly be ^ist, except it be inflicted as a puBfeh- 
ment upon that body of nen w^ch is taxed, for some 
great demeiit or danger to the piiUic apprehended from 
those upon whom it is laid : thus the papists and nonjit-. 
rots have been doidUy taxed, for refusing to ghre proper 
securities to the government : which cannot be oiQected 
against the deigy. And therefore, if this bill should- 
pass, I think it ought to be with a preface, showing where- 
in they have oflfended, and for what disaffection or other 
crime thej are pumdied. 

If an additional exdse upon ale, or a duty upon fledi 
w»d bread were to be enacted, neither the victualler, 
botcher, or baker would bear any more of the charge > 
than for what themselves consumed, but it would be an. 
equal general tax through the whole kingdom : whereasi. 
by this bill the clergy alone are avowedly condemned 
to be deprived of their ancient, inherent, undisputed 
rights, in order to encourage a manufocture, by w^ch 
all the rest of the kingdom are ss^iposed to.be gainer& 

This bill is directly against magna eharta : whereof 
tiK first clause Is, for confirming the inviolable rights of 
holy church ; as well as contrmy to the oath taken by. 
M our kings at their eoronatlDo, where they swear to 
defend and protect the churdi in all its rights. 
. A tax laid upon employmeDts is a very different tUng. 
Tiie possessors of civil and mmtary emplo}'meot8 are 
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D^ eMfMfttkQ ; n^Mity •gc. .Uny jpy pnt of nmrfion^ 
dltalioB; dwir ^sdUupn* pv» aad p^uisites are all 
obaogeBble at 1^ pleafliire^^ the pirioce who bestows 
tbeR) ahkaui^ tbe army be pud from funds raised aad 
apfMTOfNrUtted bj Ibe legislative. But th^ clie^gy, as they 
b«i» little reason to exped, sq they desirfe no more than 
tbdr ancient legal dues : only indeed with (he removal 
of many frieiroas imp^tdiBients in the^ collection of them ; 
wMsh k is lo be feared they opust wait for until niore 
fairoiirable limes. It is well known that they have al- 
VHidy, of their own «GOord« sbo^n great indulgence to 
tlKfar people upon this yery article of flax, seldom tat:^ 
11% aboTC a fourth purt of their tithe for small parcels, 
and oftestiaMt nothbg at aH firoqi new beginnersi wait* 
log with patience until the fiprmers were able, and until 
grteler quanritleaof land were^ employed in that pi^rt^pf 
hnsbaadry ; never sinpecting that (heir good iQtentioDs 
should be porvested, in so siqgttlar a manner, tq their 
V detriment, by that very asaembly, which, during the tim«. 
thatcoDToeatlons (which are an oijiginal part, of our cpn- 
slittttion, ever sisee Gfari^anity became national amaqg 
us) aie thought iH to be su^iendec], God knows for whai: 
aeasoB, or from what provocatioosj I say fnam that veiy 
assemUy, who^ during, the intervab of coavocatiom^ 
fibottld rather be supposed to be ^ardians of tlie right* 
and'pvopevties of die dei^ than to make the least a^ 
tempt upon either. 

I have not heard, up«i inquiry, that any of those gen^t 
ttenen, who asMog ua without d^rs are caUed the court 
^paity, disooyer tlie least sceal io this alfair. If they had 
thoughts ta If iterpose, it might beconceived they would 
show their dllpleasore against tliis bill, which must very. 
much leissen the value of the king's patronage upon ^o-* 
aooUoii to vacant sees, in the dififiosal of deaneries, and 
other omsidei^ble prefennentsiii the church* which are' 
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In Cbe donation of the dtmn ; ifberitrf the tiecv^s wfll 
have fewer good prefeiments to bestow on l^tr depeo* 
dants, as well as upon the kindred of fDember^ who ma^ 
have a suffident stock of Aat sort of m^lt, whatever it 
maj be, which may in fntui'e times most pveviA. 

The dissenters, bj not succeeding in tii^ endeavouri 
to procure a repeal of the test, have lost nothing, fattt 
continue in a full enjoyment of their toferatlon ; whUe 
the clergy, without giving the least offence, are by iMli 
tnll deprived of a considerable Inranch of their andeirt 
legal rights, whereby the schismatical party will have 
the pleasure of gratifying their revenge — flbc BtbH 
vohtere. 

The farmer will And no relief by this mad^, because, 
when Iris present lease shall expire, his landlord wHl in- 
fallibly rdse the rent in an equal proportion upon everjr 
part of land where flax is sown, and have so much 
a better security for payment at the expense of ^ 
clergy. 

If we judge by things past, it Rttle avaik Aat this 
bill is to be limited to a certain time of ten, twenty, <nr 
thirty years. For no landlord will ever consent that a 
law shall expire, by which he finds himself a gainer; 
and of this there are many examples, as weH in England 
as in this kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is, by proper encourage- 
ment to extend the linen manufacture into those coun- 
ties where it has hitherto been little cultivated : bat this 
encouragement of lessening the tithe of flax and beeip, 
is one of such a kind, as it is to be feared, will have a 
directly contrary effect. Because, if I am rightly in- 
formed, no set of men has, for Aeir number and fortofies, 
been more industrious and successful than the ctergy, in 
introducing that manufacture into places which were un- 
acquainted with it ; by persuading their people to sow 
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ftMcaeibeKqmbffTOtmriDgBeed finrtheBi, aad-bjIiaT- 
iBg dieai iortmctedui the msoiagemeotiliereol; and Ms 
Ibigr dM, not mikaoti eetiODal)le hopes of loereariBg the 
Tdiie of tbeir{Nyrkhef after flOflae ttee, as well as of pio- 
motiiig the Itaiefil of the piMie. But if this modus 
should ti^^anejthedeigywilVbesofarfromgahriiig, 
that they wiU beeove losers by their extraordinary care^ 
by'haTUi^th^ best arable lands turned to flax and 
liempi winch are reckoned great impoyerishers of land : 
they cannot therefore be blamed, if they should show as 
mucfa zeal to preTeat its beii^ introduced or improved 
in their parishes, as they hitherto have showed^ in the 
ii^roducing and improTing of it. This, I am told, some 
of them have already declared; at least so far as to re- 
.scdve not to give themselves any more trouble than other 
men about promoting a manufacture, by the success of 
which they only of all men are to be suilferers. Perhaps 
the living even a farther encouragement than the law 
does, as it now stands, to a set of men, who mi^t on 
many accounts be so us^l to this purpose, would be no 
.bad method 4)f having the great end of the biH more 
e^ectually answered : but this is what they are for from 
dewring; all they petition for, is no more than to con- 
tinue on the same footing with the rest of their fellow 
subjects. 

If this modus of payii^ by the acre be to pass into 
a law, it were to be wished, tliat the same law would not 
ou^ appoint one or move sworn surveyors in each pa- 
ririi to measure the lanik, on which flax and hemp are 
sown, but also settle the price of surveyhig, and deter- 
mine whether the hacumbent or former is to pay for each 
aonual surv^. Without something of this kind there 
.must constantly be disputes between them, and the neigh- 

*■ It ibould be—* have sfmm*^ S. 
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boturiag jiotiees of j^ace miuilbe teAsed as often as dioie 
diapates happen. 

I had written thua far* vbea a^pqie? was seilt to loe 
vith sevaral reagona against the Inll, isome whereof, al- 
though thej have been ahready toudwd, are put in a 
better light, and Uie rest did not occur to me. I shall 
deliver them in the audior's own wordk 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the ehcureh : 
and, if not of divine original, yet at least of great an- 
tiquity. 

II: That all purchases and leases of titheable lands 
for many centuries past have been made and takeny^ub- 
ject to the demand of tithes, and those lands sold and 
taken just so much the cheaper on that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes^ or 
the legal demands of such tithes lessened by act of par^ 
liament, so much value is taken from the proprietor of 
the tithes, and vested in the proprietor of the lands, or 
to head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending person c^ be so 
Ueprived of his property, without the greatest violation 
of common justice. 

, Y. That to do this upon a prospect of encouraging' 
the linen or any other manufacture, is acting upon a 
very mistaken and unjust supposition r inasmuch as the 
price of the lands, so occupied, will be no way lessened 
to the farmer, by such a law. 

YI. That the clergy nre coirtent cheerftiUy to bear 
(bb they now do) any burden in common with their fel* 
low subjects, either for the support of his majesty's go- 
vernment, or the encouragement of the trade of the na- 
tion ; but think it very hard that they should be singled 
out to pay heavier taxes than others, at a time wheo» 
by the decrease of the value of thehr parishes, tbey are 
less able to bear them. 
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VII. Tfmi tbe kg^tOatare haa faefetafim ^UiliiigiiMh-. 
€d tbe clergy by exemptioos, aud uU by additioiial 
loads ; and Uie prefeot clergy of the kingdom, hope 
thejr have not deserved wone of the legislature, thaa 
their predecessors. 

YIII. That, by the origiaal coostilutioa of tbeae 
Uogdoms, the^leigj had the sole right of taxing them- 
aelFea, and were in possession of that right as low as the 
Restoration ; and if that light be now devolved upon the 
commoos, by the cession of the cleigy, the comniooa can 
be considered^ in this case, in no other light, than aa the 
guat^ian of the dergj-. 

IX. tThat, beside those tithes always in the possessioD 
of the clergy, there are some portions of tithes latelj 
come Into their possession by pprchase; that if thk 
clause should take place, they would not be allowed the 
benefit of these purchases, upon an equal foot of advan- 
tage with the rest of their fellow subjects. And that 
fiome tithes in the hands of imp(foprietors, ar^ under set- 
Uements and mortgages. 

X. That the gentlemen of this boose should consider, 
that loading the clergy is loading their own younger 
brothers and children ; with this additional giievance^ 
that it is taking from the younger and poorer, to give ta 
the M^ and richer; and, 

Lastly, That, if it were at any time Just and proper 
to do this, it would however be too severe to do it oow, 
vheti all die tithes of the lungdom are known, for some 
years paat, to have tiunk above one third part in their 
v!ritte. 

Any faicome in the hands of the cleigy, is at least as 
useful to the publicy as the same income in the hands of 
tbe laity. 

It were move reiionable to grant the ckigy in three 
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puts of Ifae Datioo an additional aupport, than to dimi^ 
iMi diek preeeot sobaiBteDce. 

Great emplojineDta are and wiU be in the bands of 
E^Uabmen ; noHdog left for the younger aoos of Irish- 
aeo, but iricarages, tidewaiters places^ Sec. therefore no 
reason to make them worse. 

The nwdus upon the flax in En^and affects only 
lands reclaimed since the year 1090, and is at the rate 
of fire diillings the English acre, which is equivalent to 
eight shillings and eightpence Irish, and that to be paid ^ 
before the fanner remoyes it from the field. Flax is a 
laanofactiire of little consequence in England, but is the 
staple in Ireland : and if it increases (as it probably 
▼iD) must in many places jostle out com, because it is 
Biore gainful. 

The cleigy of the established church have no in- 
terest, like those of the church of Rome, distinct from 
H the true interest of their country; and therefore ought 
to sufiejr %under no distinct impositions or taxies of any 
kind. 

The bin for settling the modus of flax in England, was 
brought in the first year of the reign of King Geoige I. 
when the clergy lay very unjustly under the imputatioQ 
of some disaffection ; and to encourage the bringing in 
of some fens in Lincolnshire, which were not to be con- 
tinued under flax; but it left all lands, where flax had 
been sown before that time, under the same condition of 
tithing, in which they were before the passlqg of that 
bill : whereas this bill takes away what the cleigy ave 
actually possessed of. 

That the woollen manufacture is the staple of Eng- 
land, as the linen is that of Ireland ; yet no attempt was 
ever made in England, to reduce the tithe of wo(4, for 
the encouragement of that manufacture. This mana- 

factuire has already been remarkably fssivoured by the 
YOL. xni. K 
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deigj, who have bitberto been general^ content witk 
less than half, some with sixpence a garden, and acme 
have taken nothing. 

Employments, they say, have been taxed : the rea: 
sons for which taxation will not hold with regard to 
property, at least till employments become ii^eritances. 
-The commons always have had so tender a regard to 
property, that they never would suffer any law to pass, 
whereby any particular persons might be aggrieved 
without their own consent 

N. B. Some alterations have been made in the biU 
about the moduSf since Uie above paper was written $ . 
but they are of little moment. 



(211 ) 



THE ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

BT 

'&HP£ALIN<G THE SACRAMEl^AL TEST, IMPARTIALft^ 

CONSIDERED. 1732. 



Whostsr writes impartiallj upoD this subject, must 
do it not only as a mere secular man, but as ooe who is 
altogether iodifiereot to any particular system of Chri9- 
tianitj. And I think, in whatever country that religion 
predominates, there is one certain form of worship and 
ceremony, which is looked upon as the established ; and 
consequently, only the priests of that particular fomi 
are maintained at the public charge ; and all civil em- 
plojrments bestowed among those who comply (at le&i 
outwardly) with the same establishment 

This method is strictly observed, even by our neigU- 
hours the Dutch ; who are confessed to allow the fullest 
liberty of conscience oi any Christian state, and yet are 
never known to admit any persons into civil offices, who 
do not conform to the legal worship. As to their mili- 
tary men, they are indeed not so scrupulous: being, by 
the nature of their government, under a necessity of 
fairing foreign troops of whate\cer religious denominatioa 
upon every great emergency, and maintaining no small 
cumber in time of peace. 

This caution therefore vi making one established 
feith, seems to be universal, and founded upon the 
abfongest reasons; the mistaken, or affected zeal of ob- 
itiaacy and enthusiasm, having produced such a number 
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of horrible destructive events throughout all Christen- 
dom. For, whoever begins to think the national worship 
is wrong In any important article of practice or belid^ 
will, if he be serious, natural])* have a zeal to make 
as manj proselytes as be can ; and a nation may poari- 
blj have a hundred different sects with their leaders; 
every one of which has an equal right to plead, duit 
they must ^ obey God rather than man ;*' must •• cry 
aloud and spare not;'* must ^lift up their vmce like a 
trumpet.*' 

This was the very case of England during the fiina- 
tic times. And against all thb there seems to be no de- 
fence, but that of supporting one established foifa of 
doctrine and discipline ; leaving the rest to a bare li- 
berty of conscience, but without any maintenance or 
encouragement from the public. 

Wherever thb national retlgio^n grows so comipt, or 
is thought to do so by a very great majority of landed 
people, joined to the governing party, whether prince or 
aeuate, or « both, it ought to be changed, provided the 
work may be done without blood or confusion. Tet 
whenever such a change shall be made, some other es- 
tablishments must succeed, although for the worse ; al- 
lowing all deviations, that would break the union, to be 
only tolerated. In this sense, those who affirm that every 
law, which is contrary to the law of God, is void id It- 
self, seem to be mistaken : for many laws in popish 
kingdoms and states, many more among the Turks, and 
perhaps not a few in other countries, are directly isganttt 
the divine laws; and yet, God knows, are veiy far froto 
being void in the executive part. 

Thus, for instance, if the three estates of parKainent 
in England (whereof the lords spiritual, who represent 
the church, are one) should tgree and obtain the royal 
assent to abolish episcopacy, together with the Ktuigy, 



BY REPEALIIfO THE TEST. 213 

and the whole frame of the Euglisb church, as burden- 
some, dangerous, and contrary to Holj Scripture; and 
that presbytery, anabaptism, quakensni, independency, 
Muggletoniaoism, Brownism, familism, or any other sub- 
divided sect among us, should be established in its 
place : viihout question all peaceable subjects ought 
passively to submit, and the predominant sect roust be* 
coiM the religion e^teblished; the public mainUining no 
other teachers, nor admitting any persons of a different 
religious profession into civil offices, at least if their in- 
tention be to preserve the nation in peace. 

Supposing then that the present ^stem of religion 
vere abolished ; and presbytery, which I find stands the 
faiveitt with its synods and classes, and all its forms 
aad ceremonies, essential or circumstantial, were erect- 
ed into the national worship: their teachers, and no 
otbeK^ could have any legal claim to be supported at 
the public charge, whether by stipends or tithes ; and 
oidy the rest of the same faith to be capable of dvU em- 
ployments. 

If there be any true reasoning in what I have laid 
downii it should seem, that the project bow in ^tatipn 
for repealing the test act, and yet leaving the name of 
ao establishmeot to the present national church, is alto- 
gether incooBisteBt; and nmy admit of coosequencef, 
vrlncfa those who are the most indifferent to any religion 
at all, are possibly not aware of. 
» I presume, whenever the test shall be repealed, which. 
obllgei all men, who enter into office under the crown, 
ta receive the aacrameot according to the rites of the 
church of Ireland; the way to employments will imme- 
diately be left open to all dissenters (except papists) 
wliose copsdenees can suffer them to take the commod 
oatiM in Bucb cases prescribed ; alter which, they are 
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qualified to fill aoy lay station in thk kingdom, from 
that of chief governor to ao exciseman. 
' Thus, of the three judges on eack bench, the ftnt 
may foe a presbyterian, the second a freewill baptiit, and 
the third a churchman; the lord cbaneellw may be an 
independent; the revenues may be managed by seven 
commissionerB of as many difierent sects; and the Hke 
of all other employments : not to mention the strong 
probability, that the lawfulness of takii^ oaths may h% 
revealed to the quakers, who then will stand upon as 
good a foot for preferment as any other, loyal sulyeeCa. 
It is obvious to imagine, that under such a motley ad* 
vinistration of affairs, what a clashing there will be of 
Interests, and inclinations ; what puUings and haoHogji 
backward and forward ; what a zeal and bias in each re- 
ligionist, to advance his owiT. tribe, and depress the 
•thers. For I suppose nothing will be readier* graMedi 
^an that how indifferent soever mosi men are Id iaiili 
$nd morals, yet whether out of artifice, natural conn 
plexion, or love of contradiction, none are more obati- 
oate in maintaining their own opinions, and worrying aU 
who differ from them, than those who publidy show tho 
least sense either of religion or common honesty. 

As to the latter. Bishop Biumet tells us^ that the pnt» 
byterians, in the fanatic times, professed themselves te 
be above xaorality ; which, as we find in some of the^ 
writings, was numbered among the beggarly elemeols: 
and accordingly at this day, uo scruples of consdeoee 
with-regard to conformity, are, in any trade or callii^ 
incoosistent witli the greatest fraud, oppressions, perJBay^ 
or any other vice. 



• *JUaditr^ ruted--a bad mom ; it iho«ld be«* mor« rttiO^ 
SinuBtft4*^ ^* 
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Tlik briDgB to mj memory a passage in MoDtaigiie,of 
a common prostitute, who in the storming of a town» 
when a soldier came up to her chamber and oflfered vio- 
lence to her chastity, rather chose to yenture her neck 
by leaping out of the window, than suffer a rape; yet 
sHU continued her trade of lewdness, wlule she had any 
customers left. 

I confess, that in my priyate judgment, an unlimited 
permission of all sects wliatsoeyer (except papists) to en* 
joy enqployments, would be less pernicious to the public, 
than a fair struggle between two contenders ; because, 
in the fmmer case, such a jumble of [raiciples might 
possibly haye the effect of contrary poisons mingled to 
getber, which a strong constitution mi^t perhaps be abit 
for some time to survive. 

But however I shall take the other and more probih 
ble supposition, that this battle for employments is to be 
fought only between the presbyterians, and those of the 
church yet established. I shall not enter into the merits 
of either side, by ezamining which of the two is the bet- 
ter spiritual economy, or which is most suited to our 
civil constitution ; but the question turns upon this point ; 
when the presbyterians shall have got their share of em^ 
plojonents (which must be one full half, or else they caiN 
not look upon themselves as fairly dealt with) I ask, 
whether they ought not, by their own principles, and by 
the strictest rules of conscience, to use the utmost ()f their 
skill, power, and influence, in order toreduce the whole 
kingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine 
and discipline, most agreeable to the word of God. 
Wherein if they can succeed without blood (as under 
the present disposition of things it is very possible they 
may) it is to be hoped they will at last be satisfied : only 
I would warn them of a few difficulties. The first k, 
«f compromising among tbemselvess that important con* 
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troyersy atNmt the old light aod the Dew ; which odier- 
wise may, after this estahtishiDeQt, i^lit then as wide as 
|»apist aad protestant, wfa% and torj, or cbuidimaii smd 
diasenter; and coaaequeiitly the work will be to b^|io 
again r for, m religious quarrek, it is of little momeat 
hofw few te small the difierencea are; espeeiaUj when 
the dispute is only about power. Thus, the a^doiai 
Presbyterians of the north are more alienated fron the 
established clergy, than from the Romish {Hiests ; tasing 
the ibrmer with idolatrous worship, as diiguised pftpiste^ 
ceremony-mongersy and mwaj other tenos of art: ami 
this for a very powerful reason ; because the di&fj ataad 
in their way, which the popish priests donot. Thuai I 
am assured^ that the quarrel between old and new li|^ 
men is managed with more n^ and ranea«r, thaa my 
other dispute of the highest importanee; and tbis, 
because it servea to . lessen or incieasQ their seveid 
congregations, firom whom they reedve thev caiitri- 
btttions* 

Another diffietrity, which may enibarrasft the pwshj* 
terians after their eatablidlfflettt,- wiU be» how t)o adjwt 
their claim of the kirk's independency on the civil pQf#> 
er, with the consti(uti<m of this monarchy ? a point as 
delicate, that it has often filled the heads of great ^patriots 
with dangerous notions of the ehtnrch<leigy, without the 
least ground of suspicion. 

As to the presbyterians aHowing liberty of conaeience 
to those episcopal principles^ when their own kirk riiaH 
be predominant; the writers are so universally af^raed 
in Uie negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's 
reign, that I l)c1ieve no reasonable churchman (who must 
then be dissenter) will escpect it. 

I shall here take notice, that in the division of em- 
ployments among the presbyterians, after this approach- 
ing repeal of the test act, snpposiBg them ia proper tia^ 
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to have an equal share, the odds wiil be tbree or four to 
-ooe on their side, in any farther scheme thej maj bare 
toward inakk^ their rdigion national. For, I rei^on all 
those gentlemen srat over from England,, whatever roll* 
gion they profess, or have been educated in, to be of that 
party : since it is no mark of prudence for any perwHif 
to oppose the current of a nation, where they are in some 
sort only sojourners ; unless ttiey have it in durectkm. 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be control* 
led, it must be the following : that those, whose privat'e in* 
teiest is united with the interest of their country, sup* 
posing them to be of equal understandiog with the'restof 
their neighbours, will heartily wish that the nation should 
thrive* Qut of these, are indubitably excepted, all 
persons who are sent from another kingdom to be em* 
ployed in plaees of profit or power; because they canoot 
possibly bear any affection to the place where they so* 
jAm, even for life ; their sole business being to advance ' 
themselves, by following the advice of their principals. 
I except likewise those persons who are taken into office, 
idthough natives of the laud ; because they are greator 
gainers, whMe they keep their offices, than they couW 
possibly be, by mending the miserable condition oi their 

i^untry* 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing ac- 
counts with themselves, turn the scale on the same side; 
because the strong expectation of a good certain salary, 
wai outweigh the loss by bad rents, received out of the 
lands in moneyless times. 

If ray lords the bishops, who I hear are now employ- 
ed in a scheme for regulating the conduct and mainte- 
nance of the in«Brior dergy, diall in> their wisdom, and 
piety, and love of the church, consent to this repeal of 
the test, I have not the least doubt that the whole reve- 
rend bo^ wiU cheerfully submit to their ^iritual fa- 
; * K 2 
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thers; of whose paternal tenderoess for their weHare^ 
they have found so mauy ain«&in^ iodta&ces. 

I am not, therefot*e, under the least concern about the 
dergy on this account. Tiiej wHI (for some time) be no 
great sufferers by this repeal ; because I cannot recel* 
lect, among all our sects, any one, that ghres latitude 
enough to take the oaths required at an institution to a 
chuTch-HTing ; and until that bar shall be removed, the 
present episcopal clergy are safe for two years. Although 
it may be thought somewhat unequal, that in the north- 
ern parts, where there may be three dissenters to one 
chui'chman, the whole revenue shall be engrossed by 
him, who has so small a part of the cure. 
' Itistnie indeed, that this disadvantage, which the 
dissenters at present lie under, of a disability to receive 
church-preferments, ivill be easily remedied by the re- 
peal of the test. For, the dissenting teachers are under 
DO incapacity of accepting civil and military employ* 
nents; wherein they agree perfectly with the popish 
clergy ; among whom, great cardinals and prelates have 
been commanders of armies, chief ministers, knights of' 
many orders, anibassadors, secretaries of state, and in 
most lugh offices under the crown ; although they assert 
the indelible character, which no sectaries among us 
did ever assume. But that many, both presbyterians 
and independents, commanders as well as private sol* 
diers, were professed teachers in the time of their do- 
minion, is allowed by all CiN>mwell himself was a 
preacher ; and has left us one of his sermons in piiiit, 
exactly in the same style and manner with those of our 
modem presby terian teachers ; so was Colonel Howard, 
§ir Geoi^ Downing, and several others, whose name* 
«re on record. I can therefore see do reasoo, wrhy a 
painful presby terian teacher, as soon as the t<iit shaO be 
repealed, may not be {Movileged to bold» along witb the 
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•plritoal office and stipeDd, a commiflitoD io the army or 
the civil list, tit eommendam: for, as I take it, the 
diturcb of Eoglaod is the 00I7 body of christians, which 
Id effect disqualifies those, who are employed to preach 
its doctrine, from i^aring in the civil power, farther 
than as senators; yet this was a privilege begun in 
times of popery, many hundred years before the refor- 
mation, and woven with the very institution of our li« 
mited monarchy. 

Th^e is indeed another method, whereby the sti<* 
pends of dissenting teachers may be raised, and the far* 
ner much relieved ; if it should be thought proper to 
reward a people so deserving, and so loyal by their prio^ 
ciples. Every bishop upon the vacancy of a church- 
living, can sequester the profits for the use of the next 
incumbeBtr Upon a lapse of half a year, the dona- 
.tion falls to the archbishop, and after a full year to the 
xrown, during pleasure. Therefore it would be no hard- 
ship for any clergyman alive, if (in those parts of Ire- 
land, where the number of sectaries much exceeds 
that of the conformists) the profits, when sequestered* 
. night be applied to the support of the dissenting teacher, 
.who has so many souls to take care of: whereby the 
poor tenants would be much relieved in those hard 
times, and in a better condition to pay their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, against 
which a remedy does not so readily occur. £or, suppo^ 
Mng the test act repealed, ^4 the dissenters, in conse- 
quence, fully qualified for all secular employments; the 
question may still be put, whether those of Ireland will 
. be often the persons on whom they shall be bestowed f 
. ))ecause it is imagined, there may be another sevmxtf*' 

* Scotland. P. 
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in vieWf more mmeioiUi ani more needy, w well as 
more meritkig, and more easily oooteoted witb aoeli low 
offices; which some nearer nei{[^iboiin hardly thiiik it 
worth stirriiig frmn their chimney-sides to obtaiB» And I 
am tokiy it is the comoMm practice of those who are 
skilled in the management of bees, that when they see % 
Coreign swarm at some distance, approaching with an in- 
tention to plunder their hives, these artists have a trick 
to divert them into some neighbouring apiary, there to ^ 
make what havock they please. This I should not 
have hinted, if I had not known it already to have 
gotten ground In many suspecting heads; f<Hr it is the 
peculiar talent of this nation to see dangers afar off; to 
all which I can only say, that our native pred)yterian8 
must, by pains and industry, raise such a fund of merit, 
as will answer to a birUi six d^rees more to the north. 
If they cannot arrive at this perfection, as several of the 
established church have compassed by indefatigable 
pains, I do not well see how their affairs will much mend 
by repealing the test : for, to be qualified by law to ac- 
cept an employment, and yet to be disqualified in fact, 
as it will much increase the mortification, so it will with- 
draw the pity of many among their well wishers, and 
, utterly deprive them of that merit they have so long 
made, of being a loyal true protestant people, persecuted 
only for religion. 

If this happen to be their case, they must wait ma- 
turity of time ; until they can, by prudent gentle steps^ 
make their faith become the religion establiihed in the 
nation ; after which, I do not in the least doubt that 
they will take most effectual methods to secure their 
power, against those who must then be dissenters in their 
turn; whereof, if we may form a future opinion from 
present times, and the dispositionil of dusenters, who 



BY REPEALING THE TEST. 221 

lore to make a th^nroi^h refonnation, the number and 
quaUties will be very inconsiderable. 

Thus I have, with the utmost sincerity, after long 
thinking, given my judgment upon this arduous affair | 
but with the utmost deference and submission to public 
wisdom and power. 
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QUERIES, 

KELATINQ TO TUE 

SACRAMENTAL TEST. 

1732. 



CtvBRT, Whether hatred and yiolenee between par* 
ties in a state be not more inflamed by diflfereot vkwa 
of interest, than bj the greater or leaser d^erencea be* 
tween them, either in religion or^goremment? 

Whether it be any part of the questioo at thia dme, 
which of the two religions is worse, popery or fanati* 
cism ; or not rather, which of the two (haying both the 
same good wUl) is in the hopefullest condition to mis 
the church ? 

Wliether the sectaries, whenever they come to pr^ 
▼ail, will not ruin the ehui'ch as infallibly and eflfecti^ 
idly as the papists ? 

Whether the prevailing sectaries coutd allow liberty 
of conscience to dissenters, without belying all thek fox* 
mer practice, aad almost alt their former writii^ ? 

Whether many iiundred thousand Scotch Preabytt- 
rians are not fully as virul<^t against the episoopatt 
church, as they are against the pa^s; or as ibey would 
have us think the papists are against them ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are most distingaished fi# 
allowing liberty of conscience, do ever admit any per- 
sons, who profess a different scheme of worship firom 
their own, into civil employment^ although ibef naj be 
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forced by the natare of their govenmient to receive 
mercenary troops of all religions ? 

Whether the dissentefB ever pretended, until of hite 
years, to desire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, irhat a sorry pamphleteer as- 
serts, irho lately writ for repealing the test, that the dia* 
senters io this kingdom are equally numerous vith the 
churchman, it would not be a necessary point of pru- 
dence, by all proper and lawful means, to prevent tlieir 
farther increase ? 

Tlie great argument given, by those whom they call 
low churchmen, to justify the large tolerations allowed 
to dkseiilers, has been, that by such indulgences, th^ 
rancour of those sectaries would gradually wear oflT, many 
of tbem would come over to us, and their parties, in a 
little time, crumUe to nothing. 

.Qmry* Whether if what the above pamphleteer ai^ 
'serts^ that the sectaries are equal in numbers with con- 
formists, be true, it does not clearly follow, that those 
repeated tolerations, have operated directly contrary,, to 
what those low church politicians pretended ta foresee 
and expect? 

Whether aiiy clei^gyman, however dignified or distin- 
guished, if he think his own prdession most agreeable to 
Ho]ySeapture,.aad the primitive church, can really wish 
ia his heart, that all sectaries should be upon an equ^l 
iooi with theebu0chiiieD» i» the point of civil power and 
employments ? 

Wheibmr episcc^cy, which is held by the church to 
be a^iviae and apostolical institution, be not a fundamen- 
tal point of religbo, particularly id. that essential one of 
.confcmog holy orders ? 

; - Whether, by Becessary consequences, the several ex- 
.pedieota aiBoni^the sjietacies to conatitule their teacbei^ 
.iire BOt^ahsokitely null and void ? 
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Wbedier the ieotaries wQt ever agree to aceept ordi- 
Datkmooly frombisbopB? 

Whether theMhope aoddeigj will beconteDt to^ve 
up epiflcopacj, as a point indifferent, without which the 
dMu^ CBfi well sufaaiBt ? 

Whedier that great tenderness towaid sectaries^ which 
now so mudi prevails, be chieflj owing to the fears oC 
popery, or to that spirit of atheism, ddsm, scepticisoa, 
ttd universal immonJity, wbidi all good meu so niqcfa 
lament ? 

Granting popery to hare many more errors in reUgioo, 
than any one branch of the sectaries, let us examine the 
actions of both, as they have each affected the peace of 
diese kingdoms, with allowance for the short time which 
the sectaries had to act in. who are in a manner but of 
yesterday. The papists, in the time of King James the 
Second, used all endeavours to estaUish their supersti- 
tfon, wherein they failed by the united power c^ English 
church protestants, with the Prince of Grangers assistance. 
But it cannot be asserted, that these l^gotted papists had 
the least design to oppose or murder their king, much 
less to abolish kingly government ; nor was it their in^ 
terest or inclination to attempt either. 

On the other dde, the puritans, who had almost from 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign been a p^rpe* 
tual thorn in the church's side, joining with die Scotch 
enthusiasts, in the time of King Charles the First, were 
the principal cause of the Irish rebellion and massacre^ 
by distressing that prince, and making it impossible fer 
10m to send over timely succours. And after that prince 
liad.satisfied his parliament in every single point to be 
complained of, the same sectaries, by pcrfsoning the mfnds 
and affections of the people, with the most false and 
wicked representations of their king, were able, in the 
composs of a few years, to embroil tlie three natioDa in*a 
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bleodf rebeUioo, at the expense d; many thousaDd WvpB ; 
to tunithe kioglj power ioto anaidiy; to murder tbe|r 
pfkce ia the face of the world ; and (in their own stfie) 
to destroy the church root and tiranch. 

The acGotiQt therefore stands thus : The papists lum* 
ed at one penoiciotM act, which was to destroy the pro* 
tenant reli^on ; wherein by God's mercy, and the msist^ 
aace of oar /^lorioas King William, they absolutely fail* 
ed. The sectaries atcempted the three most infernal a^ 
tions that could possibly enter into the hearts of men for^ 
saken by God; which were, the m^der of a most pious 
kks^i the destntetiou of the monarchy, and the extirpa^ 
tlon of the church ; and succeeded in them ail. 

Upon wMch I put the following^ quaries : Whether aojF 
&l thoie sectaiiet bf ve erer yet in a solemn public man^ 
ner renouncied any ooe of these, prioc^les, upon whidi 
thefar predeceiBon then acted ? 

*Whedier, coDNdeiing the cruel penecutioDs of tfao 
eplMOpal church during the course of that horrid rebd* 
lloa, and the consequences of it until the happy restora* 
tloQ, it is not mmaifest, thai the persecuting sfHrit lies so 
oquafiy divided between the papists and the sectaries^ 
that a feather would turn the balance on either dde? 

And therefore, lastty, Whether any person of commoo 
understanding, who profewes himself a megiber of the 
chmch eatablshed, although, pertiapa with little inward 
regard to any religion (which is top often the case) if he 
loyes the peace and welfare of his country, can, after 
cool thinkings rejoice to see a power placed again in the 
bande of so restless, so ambitious, ^d so merciless a bo* 
tkw, to act oyer all the same parts a second time ? 

Whether the candour of that expression, so frequent 
of late in sermons and pamphlets, of the strength and 
Bwnber of the papists in Ireland, can be justified? for,aa 
to their number, however great, it is always nmgnified 



K6 QUERIES RELATIK6 TO 

kk propmtioD to the zeal or politics of the Bpeaker or viS' 
ter; but it is a gross imposition upoD comnion reason, to 
terrify us with their strength. For, popery, under the 
eircumstances it lies in this kingdom, although it be of- 
fensire and inconvenient enougb from the consequences 
k has to increase the rapine, sloth, and ignorance, as well 
at pof eriy of the natives, is not properly dangerous ia 
that sense, as some would have us take it ; because it » 
universally hated by every party of a different religious 
profession. It is the contempt of the wise ; the best to* 
pic for clamours of designing men ; but the real terror 
only of fools. The landed popish interest in England, 
far exceeds that among us, even in proportion to the 
wealth and extent of each kingdom. The little that re- 
mains here is daily dropping into protestant hands, bj 
purchase or descent; and that affected complaint of 
counterfeit converts, will fall with the cause of it in half 
a generation, unless it be raised or kept alive as a cond- 
Bual fund of merit and eloquence. The papists are whol* 
ly disarmed : they have neither courage, leaders, monef^ 
jsor incliuatious to rebel: they want every advantago- 
which they formerly possessed, to follo\^ their trade; and 
wherein, even with tiiose advantages, they always mi^^ 
carried : th«y appear very easy and satisfied under that 
connivance, which they enjoyed during the whole lasl 
reign; nor ever scrupled to reproach another party^ 
under which they pretend to have su^ered so much 
severity. 

: Upon these considerations, I must confess to have soa- 
pended much of my pity toward the great dreaders of 
popery ; many of whom appear to be hale, strong, active 
young men ; who, as I am told, eat, drink, and deep 
heartily ; and are very cheerful fas they have exceediof 
good reason) upon all other subjects. However, I can- 
not too nuich commend the generous concern, i^hich our 
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Reighbours, tind othei-s who eome from the same neigh- 
bourEiood, are so kind to express for us upon this account ; 
although the former be farther removed from the danger 
of popery, by twenty leagues of salt water ; but this, I 
fear, is a digression. 

When an artificial report was raised here many yeart* 
ago, of an intended invasion by the pretender (which blew 
oVer after it had done its office) the dissenters argued, 
in their ta& and in their pamplets, after this manner, ap- 
plying themselves to those of the church : " Gentlemen, 
if the pretender had landed, as the law now stands, w6 
durst bot assist you ; and therefore, unless you take off 
tfce test, whenever you shall happen to be invaded in 
earnest, if we are desii'ed to take up arms fn your defence, 
our answer shall be. Pray, gentlemen, fight your ow0 
battle's ; we will lie by quietly ; conquer your enemies 
by yourselves, if you can; we will not do your drudge* 
ry." This way of reasoning I have heard from several 
of their chiefs and abettors, in a hundred conversations; 
and have read it in twenty pamphlets : and I am confi!* 
dent it will be offered again, if the project should fail to 
take off* the test. 

* Upon which piece of oratory and reasoning I form tht 
following query: Whether, in case of an invasion 
from the pretender (which is not quite so probable as 
from the grand seignior) the dissenters can, with prudence 
and safety, offer the same plea ; except they shall have 
made a previous stipulation with the invaders.^ And 
whether the full freedom of their religion and trade, 
their lives, properties, wives and children, are not, and 
have not always been reckoned, sufficient motives for 
repelling invasion; especially in our sectaries, who call 
tliemselves the truest protestants, by virtue of their pre- 
tended or real fierceness against popery ? 
Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the day 
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of the martyrdom of the blessed King Charles the First, 
enjoined by act of parliament, can be justly reckoned a 
particular and distinguishing mark of good affection to 
the present govemraent ? 

Whether,' in those churches where the said day is ob- 
mrvedy it will fully answer the intent of the said act, if 
the {»reacher shall commend, excuse, palliate, or exiepor 
ate the murder of that royal martyr ; and place tb^guilt 
of that horrid rebellion, with all its consequence?, the fol- 
lowing usurpations, the entire destruction of the church, 
the cruel and' continual persecutions of those who coukl 
be discovered to profess its doctrines, with the ensuing 
Babel of fanaticism, to the account of that blessed king; 
who, by granting the petition of right, and passing every 
but that could be asked for the security of the sufa(ject» 
had, by the confession of those wicked men before the 
war began, left them nothing more to demand ? 

Whether such a preacher as I hare named (whereof 
there have been more than one, not many years past, 
even in the presence of viceroys) who takes that cowse 
at a means for promotion, may not be thought to step a 
little out of the common road, in a monarchy, where the 
descendants of that most blessed martyr have reigned to 
ibisday? 

I ground the reason c^ making these queries on the 
title of the act; to which I refer the reader. 
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Thosb •( eiAer tide who hare written upoD Ak 
of the test, io makiQg or aaswering objectiom^ 
\ fidl, by not prefldng aitii^ieotly the chief pointy 
vofon which the contioTersy turns. The ai|[timentsii0ed 
l^ thoae who write for the church, are very good in th A 
Uod ; but will have Utile force under the present cor- 
luptions of maidLind, because the authors treat this sub- 
ject ianfuam m rqmbkcd PlaUndSj it fwn infitct iZ#- 

It must be confessed, that considering how few em^ 
ployments of any consequence fall to the share of those 
Eu^ish who are bom in this kingdom, and those few 
very dearly purchased, at the expense of conscience, 
liberty, and all regard for the public good, they are not 
worth contending for : and if nothing but profit were in 
the case, it would hardly cost me one sigh, when I should 
see those few scrapa thrown among eveiy species of 
fanatics, to scuffle for among themselves. 

And this will infallibly be the case, after repealing 
the test For every subdivisien of sect will, witli equal 
justice^ pretend to have a share ; and, as it is usual with 
sharers, will never think they have enough, while any 
pretender is left unprovided. I shall not except the 
quakers ; because, when the passage is once let open for 
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sects to partake io public emolumeDta, it is veiy proba- 
ble the lawfulness of taking oaths, and wearing carnal 
weapons, may be revealed to the brotherhood : which 
thought, I confess, was first put into my head by one of 
the shrewdest Ctuakers in this kingdom.* 

* The Quaker hinted at by Dr. Swift was Mr. George Rooke, a 
ITnen-draper, a man who' had i^ very good taste for wit, and real 
■bundance of history, and was, perhaps, one of the most learned Qua- 
kers in the world. He was author of an humoroos pastoral in the 
Quaker style. In a letter to Mr. Pope, Aug. 30, 1716, Dr. Swift sayi, 
** There is a young ingenioua Quaker in this town, who writes Tertei 
to his mistress, not very correct, but m a strain purely what a poeti- 
«al Quaker should do, commending her look and habit, &c.*' It gare 
me a hint, that a set of Quaker pastorals might succeed, if oar friend 
Gay would fancy it; and I ihivk it a fmitfbl subject: pray bear what 
lie says— This hint produce^from Mr. Gay, ** The E y oosal ^* a sober 
eclfiigue, between two of the people called Qiiakerii^^ in whiek tkeir 
peculiarity it well ddineated. Ji, 
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TO IH« 

f 

9 

HONOURABLE HOUSE OF COMMONS, Aei 

THX HUHBLE PETITION OV THB FOOTMSK IK AVB 
ABOUT THE CITY OV DUBLIN. 1 732. 



DUMBLY 8HBVBTH, 

That jour petitionen are a great and numerous so* 
ciety, endowed with several privileges time out of mind; 

That certain lewd, idle, and disorderly persons, for^ 
several months past, as it is notoriouslj known, have 
been dailj seen in the public^willks of this city, habited 
•ometimes in green coa(s, and sometimes laced, with 
kmg oaken cudgels in their hands, and without swords; 
Sn hopes to procure favour by that advantage with a 
great number of ladies who frequent Uiose walks ; pre- 
tending and giving themselves out to be the true genuine 
Irish footmen; whereas they can be proved to be no 
better than common toupees, as a judiciotis eye may sooa 
discover, by their awkward, clum^, ungenteel gait and 
behaviour ; by their unskilfulness in dress even with the 
advantage of our habits ; by their ill favoured counte- 
flaoces, with an air of impudence and dulness peculiar 
lo the rest of their brethren, who have not y^t arrived 
mt that transcendent pitch of assurance; and although 
it may be justly apprehended, that they will do so in 
time, if these counterfeits shall happen to succeed in 
their evil designs of passing for real footmen, thereby 
to reader themselves nu>re amiable to the ladies. 
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Tour petltioQers do farther Me^, that maay of the 
taid couoterfeitg, upon a strict examinatioo, have been 
fcund in the act of stratting, staring, sweariag, swagger- 
ing in a manner that planily riiowed thdr best endea- 
vours to instate us. Wherein, although they did odt 
succeed, yti by thek igBorant and ungaSnfy way of 
•opjing our graces, the utmost indignity was endeavour- 
ed to be cast upon our whole profesaon. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their humbk 
request, that thb honourable house (to many of whom 
your petitioners are nearly allied) will please to take 
this grievance into your most serious consideration: 
humbly submitting, whether it would not be proper, that 
^ertaiB inkers might, at the puWc charge, be employ- 
ed to search for, and discover M such counterfeit foot- 
men ; tk» carry them before the next justice of peace, by 
whose warrant, upon the first conviction, they shall be 
ftripped of their coats and oaken ornaments, and be set 
two hqnxB in the stocks; upon the second convicliofi» 
beside stripping, be set six hours in the stocks, with a 
paper pimied on their breasts signifying their crime io 
large capiud letters, and in the Allowing words : '' A. 
B: commonly called A. B. Esq. a toupee, and a notori- 
ous impostor, who presumed to personate a true Irish 
footman." 

And for any other olfencc, the said toupe^ shall be 
committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced to 
hard labour for a month, and not to be set at liberty 
tin he shall have given sufficient security for lus good 
behaviour. 

Your honours will please to observe, with what lenily 
we propose to treat thfse i!kiormous offenders, who have 
already brought such a scandal on our honourable calliag, 
that several well meaning people have mistaken them to 
be of our fraternity, in diminution to that credit and 
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iigcaiy wbereby we have supportecl oar stMion, as ire 
alwajs did, ia tbe worst of times. And we farther beg 
leave to remark, thai this was manifestly done with a 
seditious, design to render vs less capable of serving the 
pubKe io any great employments, as several of our fra> 
teroity, as w^ ts our aecestmS) have dooe^ 

We do therefoi*e humbly implore your honours to 
give necessary orders for our. retief in this present ezi* 
gency, and your petitioners '(as in duty bound) shall 
ever prsgr, Sic% 
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ItEASONB, 
HUMBLY OFFEREJD 

TO THB 

PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND, 

FOR REPEALING THE SACRAMENTAL TEST IN FAVOUR 
OF THE CATHOUCS. OTHERWISE CALLED ROMAH 
CATHOLICS, AND, BY THEIR ILL-WILLERS, PAPISTS. 

OEAWN PJLETLT VSOM AltftlTMtllTS AS ^HKY AVE CA- 
THOLICS, AND PARTLY FROM ARaVMRNTS COJOIOir 
TO THEM . WITH THSIR BRRTHREN THB DUflW- 
TSR8. 173X 



It is well known, that the first conquerors of tliii 
kingdom were English catholics, subjects to English cft- 
tfaolic kings, from whom by their valour and soccesi 
they obtained large portions of land, given them as a re- 
ward for their many victories «ver the Irish : to which 
merit our brethren the dissenters, of any denominatioB 
whatsoever, have not tlie least pretensions. 

It is confessed, that the posterity of those first victo- 
rious catholics, were oAen forced to lise hi their own de> 
fence, against new colonies from England, who treated 
them like mere native Irbh with innumerable oppres- 
sions, depriving lliem of their lands, and driving them 
1^ force of arms into the most desolate parts of the 
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Uogdom; till, ie the next geaeratioDy the children of 
these ^Trants were used in the same manner, by new. 
Snglish adventurers ; which practice continued for 
manj centuries* But it is agreed on all hands, that no 
insurrections were ever made, except after great oppres- 
sions bj fresh invaders; whereas all the rebellions of 
puritans, presbyteriaus, independents, and other secta- 
ries, constantly b^an before any provocatioDs weie 
given, ciEcept that they were not suffered to change the 
government in church and state, and seize both into 
their own hands ; which, however, at last they did, with 
the murder of their king, and of many thousands of his 
best subjects. 

The catholics were always defenders of monarchyj as 
constituted in these kingdoms; whereas,, our brethren 
the diss^ntersi were always republicans bpth in principle 
and practice. 

It is well knowiot, that all the catholics of iliese king- 
doms, both priests and laity, are true wliigs, in the best 
and most proper sense of the word ; bearing as well in 
their hearts, as in Uieir outward profession, an entire loy^ 
alty to the royal house of Hanover, in the person and pos* 
taritj of George II, against the pretender and all his ad- 
herents; to which they think themselves bound in gra- 
titude, as well as conscience, by the lenity wherewith 
they have been treated since the death of Queen Anne, 
so diflereni from what they suffered in the four last 
years of that princess, daring. the administration of that 
wicked minister, the Earl of Oxford. 

The catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, that they 
have at ieast as fair a title) as any of thei^ brother dis- 
senters, to the appellation of protestants. They hav% 
always protested against the selling, dethroning, or mur- 
•dering their kings ; against the usurpations and avarice 
of the court of Rome ; against deism, atheism, sociuiaa- 
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istn, quakefism, maggletonhiDisin, fanatkistn, thrownisDiy 
as weA as against all Jews, Turks, Ikifidds, and heretics. 
Whereas the titfe of ph)testants assumed by the ivhole 
herd of dissenters (except outselves) depends eatirefj^ 
upon their protesting agaitistai-ehbishbps, bishops, deao^, 
and chapteirfe, vith tlieir revenues; and the whole hier- 
archy ; ivhfcfc are the verj e:ipre8sions used id the so* 
lemu kague add covenant,'* where thfe Word pojJeiy id 
only mentioned ad invfHiam ; because the catbolics 
agree with the episcopal church in those fdnd^men^ 
tals." 

Although the catholics Cannot deny, that in tfie gr^t 
rebellion against King Charles I. more soldieiis of theii: 
religion were in the parliamie'nt aniij^, than in his ma- 
jesty's troops ; and thnt many jesuite and friars went 
abont^ in the disguise of pre^byterian arid nidependeut 
ministers, to preach up rebellion, as the best tifidtoriabi 
of those times inform us ; yet the bttllc of cathdlicd ia 
botli kingdoms preserved their Toy aUy entire. 

The catholics have some reason to think it a little 
hard, when their euetnies will not please \o (Sfikti^guisli 
between the rebellious riot committed by ih^t brutal 
ruffian Sir Phelini d'J?^eal, with hfe tunluMons cre\|r 
of rabble, and the forces raised afterward bj^ the catho^ 
lie lord^ and gentlemen of the English pale, in defertfc^ 
of the king, after the English i-ebellion bfegian. tt ia 
Well kb6wa th^t his majesty's affaiiis were in great d^ 
traction soiiie time before, by an invasion of xhi c6Ve- 
nantiog Scottish kirk rebels, and by the base terms Hk 

* A solemn Iea«:ti^ ahd covenant entered in^o bebreen tbe ^ctk» 
»nd English fanatics in the rebellion against King Charles I. I64S| 
by whicfi they solemnly engaged, among other things, ** to endeavour 
the extirpation of prelacy, that is, church government, by arch- 
fesho^^, bishops, dean?, archdeacons, and alJ other episcopal Officers 
cl^eiiding on that hierarchy." H. 
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iUog was forced to accept, that they might be kept ia 
quiet, at a juncture when he was every hour threatened ' 
at home by that fanatic party, Avhich soon after set all 
in a flame. And if the catholic army in Ireland fought 
for their king, against the Yorces sent over by the par- 
liament then in actual rebellion against him, what per- 
pfin of IpyijJ principles can be so partial as to deny that 
they did their f^^Xy^ by jpining with the M^itjuis of Or- 
|j3o;id,an4 othef pommandere, vfhq bore their commis- 
919139 fmm th^ kiug ^ for l^hi<^9 g^^^ nun^bers of them 
lost their liv^ and forfeited their estates ; a great 
part of the latter being now possessed by many de- 
scendants from those very men, who had drawn their 
awords in the service of that rebellious parliament, 
which cut off his head and destroyed monarchy. AikI 
what is [pore amazing, although the same persons, when 
the IrisK were entirely subdued, continued in power 
under the rump^ whpre chief confidants and faithful 
aibjects to Cromwell, yet, being wise enough to foresee 
a restoration, they seized the forts and castles here out 
of the hands of the|r brethren in rebellion, ibr the ser- 
vice of the king ; just saving the tide, and putting in a 
stock of merit 9ufficient not only to preserve the land 
.which the catholics lost by their loyalty, but likewise 
to preserve thei^ civil and military employments, or be 
Jiigher advanced. 

Those insurrections wherewith the catholics are 
charged, from the beginning of the seventeenth century 
to the great English rebellion, were occasioned by 
.paoy oppressions they lay under. They had no inten- 
iioD to iotrod^c^ a new religion, but to enjoy the liberty 
of preserviqg t)ie old ; the very same which their au- 
cestors profiE^ased from the time that Christianity was 
fini introduced into this islaod, which was by catholics;^ 
\m whether mingled with comiptioDs, as some pre- 
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tend, does not belong to the question. Thej had no 
design to change the government ; they never attempted 
to £ght against, to imprisoD, to betray, to seH^ to bring 
to a trial, or to murder their king; The schismatics 
acted' by a spirit directly contrary ; they united in a 
solemn league and covenant to alter the whole system 
of spiritual government, established in all christian na- 
tioos, and of apostolic institution \ concluding the tra- 
gedy with the murder of the king, in cold blood, and 
upon mature deliberation ; at the same time changing 
the monarchy into a commonwealth. 

The catholics of Ireland, in the great rebellion^ 
tost their estates for fighting in defence of their king. 
The schismatics, who cut olT the father's head, forced 
the soil to fly fi>r his Kfe, and overturned the whoDe 
anckot frame of government, religious and civil, ob- 
tained grants of those very estates which the catholics 
lost in defence of the ancient constitution, many of 
which estates are at this day possessed by the posterity 
of those scliismatics; and thus they gained by their re- 
bdQioQ, what the catholics lost by theu* loyalty. 

We allow the catholics to be brethren of the dissent- 
ers; some people indeed (which we cannot allow) would 
have them to be our children, because we both dissent 
Grom the church established, and both agree in abolish- 
ing this persecuting sacramental test ^ by which nega- 
,tive discouragement, we are both rendei'ed incapable of 
civil and military employments. However, we cannot 
but wonder at the bold familiarity of these schismatics, 
in calling the members of the ' national church, their 
brethren and feHow protestants. It is true that all these 
sects (except the catholics) are brethren to each other 
in faction, ignorance, iniquity, perverseness, pride, and 
(if we except the quakers) in rebellion. But, how the 
churchmen can be styled their fellow protestants^ we 
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dMiQdt compreheod : because, when die yrho\e Babel o 
seetaries joined against the church, the king and the 
nobility, for twenty years, in a match at football, where 
the proverb expressly telln us, that all are fellows 
while the three kingdoms were tossed tc^ and fro, the 
churches and cities and royal palaces shattered to pieces 
by their balls, their buffets, and their kicks, the tIo^ 
tors would allow no more fellows at football ; but mux* 
dered, sequestered, plundered, deprived, banished to 
the plantation^ or enslaved all their opposen^ who had 
lest the game. 

It is said the world is governed by opinion ; and pofi- 
ticians assure us, that aH power is founded thereupon. 
Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to distraction 
<tf their own opinions, and jbo much the more, as those 
<^inions are absurd, ridiculous, or^ of little moment, it 
toustfbllowjtiiat they are equaiiy fond of power. Bur 
no opinions are maintained with so much obstinacy as. 
those in religion, especially by such zealots who never* 
bore the least regard to religion, conscience, honour, jus- 
tice, truth, mercy, or common morality, farther than ia 
outward appearance, under the mask of hypocrisy, %o 
promote thek diabolical designs. And thei'efore Bishop 
Burnet, one of their oracles, tells us honestly, that the 
saints of those fanatic times pronounced themselves aboves 
morality; which they reckoned among beggarly ele- 
ments; but the meaning of these two last words^ thus 
applied, we confess to be above our understanding. 

Among those kingdoms and states which first embra- 
ced the reformation^ England appean to have received it 
in the roost regular way : where it was introduced in a 
peaceable manner, by the supreme power of a king* and 
the three estates in parliament ; to which, as the highest 

« Henry VIII, 



submit. Neither wa$ there mmh blood s^ed oo so gve^ 
a change of reUgioo. But ^ copsid^rable aumber of 
IOH0, aod other persops of quaiitj tfaro|^;h the kipgdop; 
stifl cflnUm&edio their old &iih, aod were, o^witbstaod- 
iff ttieir <!KSere8oe m i^eligioD, ^mploj^ ia offices eivU 
as vdl aa militarj^ more or less in every reiga, until . 
the te&t act ia tlie time of King Cb&i'les U. Koweven 
from the time of the reforimtion, the oumber of catho- 
lics gradually and CQuddei'abty le88eD£d« So that 10 th^^ 
reign of Kiog Charles I. England became in a great do- 

. gcee a protestant kingdom, without taking the sectaries 
into the number; the legality whereof, vithre(^>Qct to 
homan laws, the catholics nerer disputed; but the purip 
tans, and other 8chis(iialics» without the le^t pretence to 
any such authority, by ap ^ipearebellion, destroyed that 
ttg9l Refinrmatioii» as/^e observed before, nmrdered th^ 
king, and changed the monarchy into a republic. |t is 
Aerefore not to be wondered at, if the catholics, in such 
a Babel of religions, chqse to adhere to thdr owa faith 
M them by thehr ance8lors,rather than seek for a better, 
among a rabble of hypocritical, raheOjou^, dehidioff 
knaves, or deluded enthusiasts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion be 
dianged by ibe supreme l^isladve power, we canoet 
dispute the human legality of such a change. But we 
humbly conceive, that if any considerable party of men* 
which diffi^ from an establishment either dd or new, 

«can deserve liberty of conscience, it ought to consist of 
those, who, for want of conviction, or of right under^ 
standing the merits of each cause, conceive theniEelvw 
bound In conscience to adhere to the jreligion of their an* 
oestors; because they are, of all others, least likely ta 
be authors of innovations either of church or state* 
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On the other side ; if the reformation of religion ke 
founded upon rebellion against the king, without whose 
consent by the nature of our constitution no law can 
pass ; if tUs reformation be introduced by onlj one of 
the three estates, I mean the commons, and not hj one 
half even' of those commons, and this by the assistance qf 
a rebellious ai^niy; again, if this reformation werie carri* 
ed on by the exclusion of nobles both lay and spiritual, 
(who constitute the other part of the three estates) by 
the murder of their king, and by abolishing the whde 
system of government ; the catholics cannot see why the 
successors of those schismatics, who are universally ac- 
cused by all parties, except themselves and a few infa- 
mous abettors, for still retaining the same principles in 
religion and government, under which their predecessors 
acted, ishould pretend to a better share of civil or milita- 
ly trust, profit, and power, than the catholics ; who, dur- 
ing all that period of twenty years, were continually pro- 
secuted with the utmost severity, merely on account 
of their loyalty and constant adherence to kingly 
power. 

l^e now come to those arguments for repealing the 
sacramental test, which equally affect the catholics, and 
their brethren the dissenters. 

First, we agree with our fellow dissenters, that peree- 

cution merely for conscience sake is against the genius 

of the Gospel. And so likewise is any law for depriving 

men of their natural and civil rights which they claim as 

men. We ai^e also ready enough to allow, that the small* 

est negative discouragements for uniformity's sake are 

so many persecutions. JBecause it cannot be denied, that 

the scratch of a pin is in some degree a real wound, as 

much as a stab through the heart. In like manner, an 

incapacity by law for any man to b6 made a judge, a 

colonel, or justice of the peace, merely on a point of con- 

l2 
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scieace, is a negative discouragement, and consequentlj 
a real persecution : for in this case, the author of the 
pamphlet quoted in the margin* puts a very pertinent 
and powerful question : If God be the sole Lord of the 
eonscience, why should the nghts of conscience be subject 
to human jurisdiction P T^Tow to apply this to the catho- 
lics ; the belief of transubstantiation is a matter purely 
ipf religion and conscience, which does not adect the poli- 
tical interest of society, as such : therefore, why should 
the rights of conscience, whereof God is the sole Lord^ 
be subject to human jurisdiction ? And why should God 
be deprived of this right over a catholic^s conscience, 
any more than over that of any other dissenter ? 

And whereas another author among our brethren the 
dissenters, has very justly complained, that by this per- 
secuting test act, gieat numbers of true protestants have 
been forced to leave the kingdom, and fly to the planta- 
tions, rather than stay here branded with an incapacity 
for civil and military employments; we do affirm, that 
the catholics can bring many more instances of tlie same 
kind ; some thousands of their religion have been forced 
by the sacramental (est, to retire into other coimtrie^ 
rather than live here under the incapacity of wearing 
swords, sitting in parliament, and getting that share of 
power and profit which belongs to them as fellow chris- 
tians) whereof they are deprived merely upon account 
of conscience, which would not allow them to take the 
sacrament after the manner prescribed in the liturgy. 
Hence it clearly follows, in the words of the. same au- 
thor^ that if we catholics are incapable of employment, 
we are punished for oui* dissent, that is, for our conscience, 
which wholly turns upon political considerations. 
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t See Reasons agaiott the Test. 
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Tbe cathoHes are witling to acknowledge the king's 
supremacy, whenever their brethren the dissenters shall 
please to show them an example* 

Farther, the catholics, whenever their religion diall 
come to be the national established faith, are willing to 
uoder«;o the same test offered by the author already quot-^ 
cd. His words are these: " To end this debate, by 
putting it upon a foot, which I hope will appear to every 
impartial person, a fair and equitable one : we catholics 
propose^ with submission to the proper judges, that effec- 
tual security be taken against persecution, by obliging 
all who are admitted into places of power and trust, 
whatever their religious profession be, in the most solemn 
manner to disclaim persecuting principles." It is hop- 
ed the public will take notice of these words, whatever 
their religious profession be ; which plainly include the 
Catholics; and for which we return thanks to our dis>- 
sienting brethren. 

And whereas, it is objected by those of the establish- 
ed church, that if the schismatics and fanatics were 
once put into a capacity of possessing civil and mili- 
tary employments, they would never be at ease, till 
ttey had raised their own way of worship into the na*' 
tional religion, through all his majesty's dominions, 
equal with the true orthodox Scottish kirk ; which 
when they bad once brought to pass, they would no 
more allow liberty of conscience to episcopal dissent- 
ers, than they did in the time of the great English rebel- 
tion, and in the succeeding fanatic anarchy, till the kin^ 
iras reiftored. There is another very learned scbisma- 
tical pamphleteer,*^, who, in answer to a malignant Hbel, 
called, The Presbyterian Flea ef Merits &c. clearly 

• VindicatioD of the Protestant Diseentcrtf 
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ivipes oflf ifak 9;4>«rBioii, by assuring a^ «|Fi«^y ^o- 
testaiUfi ef the preeeot chunch» upoQ his owa woEd^ and 
to his knowledge, that om* bretbceo the disseoteni wMl 
pever ofier at such an atteinpl. la like miioQer, |he 
catholics, when legally requii^cd, >rill opeply declaim 
itpoa theii' woi'ds and honours, that as soon as tbevt ne- 
gative discouKagemeutfl^ and their p^rsecutioa shall he 
removed, by repealing jdie saqraineotal test, th^ will 
kare it entirely to Uie meiit of the ^use, vhetheF the 
kingdom shall think fit to make tbeur faith the efitaMiglh 
ed religion or not. 

And again, whereas our prnt^jtarl^n bretlwceii, iq 
naany of their pamplilets, take much o|fl^ace, tbac tte 
great rebellion in England, the mimrder of i|ie fcinf , 
with the entire cbapge of religioa and f^va^amaH^ 
are perpetually otjected against then both, inned qhI 
fit season, by our coiaiikon eoemy the praoeni co#mi^ 
ists ; we do declare, in the defence of ofir-fiaidbreti^ic^ 
that the reproach aforesaid is an old W4»nHHiil Ibreiid* 
bare cant, wluch they always disdtaned.to answer: aod 
I very well remember, tbat having m^ t«ild a «ei^bm 
conformist, how mudi I wondeired to bear^dm^iiidiiii- 
Jtribe dwelling perpetually ou so beaten a salyect, hia 
was p^as^d to divert the diyccprse with a Mkjtk giiatjfp 
.which I cannot forbear tiling to his diB^am* He safa(^ 
,4here was a cleigym?^ in YoiMiii^ wb9y % fifM» 
years together, pr^^iched er^eyy 3Mnday i^igwiit ^Imik^ 
enneps: whereat the i^arfahu^rs being mtt^ «ffc9idad» , 
j^oojfpiained to tbearcbbishQp; who bavis^g iieqt ^,th^ * 
.cl^%yipai2> da<i severely re|NrimaQi$Mt lrim,,.tbe iQi^ialir 
"Mi us> better an.answ^, tbapby moMive^be ^1 
adding, that all the paridi were diwidwds ; .tfajit be f|%* 
sired to reclaim them from one vice, befoi^ he would 
begin upop anptb^j aiid mme i^ i9tiU/C#iituiued to 



FOR REHBALIKO THE ^ EST. 245 

be m gpeat dumkairdf as before, he resolved to go od> 
ejffiBpi his grace vould please to forbid b)m. 

Wie mpe veij seosible how heavy a? accusatioD lies 

ippoD the catholics of Ireland ; that some years before 

Kifig ChstrlesII. was restored, Jwheo theirs aod the king's 

Incicet were entire^ reduced, and the kiogdom declared 

\3f the rump to be settled ; after all his majesty's gene- 

nds were ^mrccd to fly to France, or other countries, the 

kaad^ 49f the said catholics, who remained here In an 

6B8lttv«|l c&adkdQxiy jokied to send an invitation to the 

JhiSfieot liQRain; engaging, upon his appearing here 

with io» forces, t^o deliver up the whole island to his 

power, and declare him their sovereign 5 wiiich, after 

|)be lestoratioO} was proved against them by Bean Boyle, 

simee primate, who produced th^e very original instru- 

pent ^l ^ hoard* The catholics iireely acknowlecjge 

1^ imA to lie t|^ 9 and at the same time appeal to aU 

^ w.i^ffd, whether ^ wiser, a better, a mor^ honourable, 

fr p- w^ jttstj^ble project could have been thought of. 

9%€f were H^en redjuced to slavery and beggary by the 

jSngMi rab^ fisany thousands of them murdered, the 

iCst )di|)sii^ of their estates, and driven to live on a 

imaU pHta^^io the wilds of CoaiM^ight; at a time 

iHiapK laMhar tberwap, or Cromwell, sljsolutely govern- 

^ thie M^iee kiogdom^. Aod Ae question will turn 

VpoD (]|i^ iFh^jther the catholics, deprived of all their 

plpitiM{iHis» foyenittd w^ith a rod of hroo, and in utter 

^|)9ppir -lof ^er seeii^ the raooavchy restored, lor the 

pifii|^r^l|i0Q jof which they had suffered so much, were 

ta be blamed for calling in a foreign priQce of their own 

9^{g](99, who had a coo^derable army to sjopport them, 

Pfllier.liMm submit to so infamous ^ usurper as Crom* 

^rtU, 4Kr^c)i»f>1oociy apd ignominioMs conventicle as 

ihe m^p. Aud I have often heard not ordy pur fri^nd» 

|be ^iimpfBi^fxSi \mi even ^at comqioQ i^n^oues the coih 



^ 
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formists, who are conversaot in the history of those 
times, freely confess, that considering the miserahle si- 
tuation the Irish were then in, they could not have 
thought of a braver, or more virtuous attempt ; by whkh 
they might have been instruments of restoring the law- 
ful monarch, at least to the recovery of Ebgland and 
Scotland, from those betrayers, and sellers, and mur- 
derers of his royal father. 

To conclude, whereas the last quoted author com- 
plains very heavily and frequently of a brand that lies 
upon them. It is a great mistake : for the first onginal 
brand has been long taken off; only we confess the sear 
will probably remain, and be visible for ever to thoae 
who know the principles by which they acted, and until 
those principles shall be openly renounced ; else it mutt 
continue to all generations, like the mark set upon Ca\D, 
which some authors say descended to all his posterity | 
or like the Roman nose and Austrian lip, or like the' 
long bag of flesh hanging down from the gilb of the 
people in Piedmont. But as for any brands fixed od 
schismatics for several years past, they have been all 
made with eold iron ; like thieves^ who by the benefit 
of the clergy are condemned to be only burned in the 
hand ; but escape the pain and the mark by being ia 
fee with the jailor. Which advantage the sdyamatioBl 
teachers will never want, who, as we are assured, and' 
of which there is very fresh instance, have the aoul^ 
and bodies, and piifses of th^ people, a hundred timet 
more at their mercy, than the catholic priests could 
ever pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholics do humbly 
petition' (without the least insinuation of threatening) 
that upon this favourable juncture, their incapacity 
for civil and n^illtary employments may be wbdly 
taken ^ for the very same reasons (beside othen 
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more cogent) that are dow offered bj their brethren the 
dissenters. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 

praj, &c.* 

IhMm, Nov. ] 733. 



* In this controvfTsy the atitbor wae again rietoriovf, for the test 
was not repealed. H. 
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FREEMEN OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN, . 

IN THE CHOICE OF A MEMBER TO BEPRESBNT 9BMM 

IN PARLIAMENT. 1733. 



Those few wrhen, who, since die death of aldennas 
Burton, have employed their pens in givii^ advice to 
OUT citizens, how they should proceed In electing a new 
representative for the next sessions, havipg laid adde 
their pens ; I haye reason to hope, that all true lovers 
of their country in general, and particularly those who 
have any regard fcnr the [uivileges and liberties of this 
great and ancient city, will think a second, and a third 
time, before they come to a final determination upoo 
what person they resolve to fix their choice. 

I am told, there are only two persons who set up for 
candidates; one is the present lord mayor,* and the 
other,t a gentleman of good esteem, an alderman of the 
city, a merchant of reputation, and possessed of a cofr 
siderable office under the crown. The qtiescioD is, 
which of these two persons it wHl be most f^ the ad* 
vantage of the city to elect ? I have but liUle ait- 
quaintance with either, so that my inquiries will be very 
impartial, and drawn only from the general character 
and situation of both. 

^ 

* Humphry Prereh. F. f Jcho Macarall. F. 



la ord^r to thia^ I miiist offer 197 cauMtxjmen tad 
fallow piti$&QBs fioine tea^pqt nrhj I think they ought to 
be xopre th^iQ ordiparily care^l ^t this junctuxey opoii 
Khom Ibej bestow their votes. 

T'O.peiform tl)is with more clearness, it mnf be pro- 
P^i^ to give yo]! a short state of our upfortunate coun- 

. W^qcmsl^t of two pajrties, I do not mean {Mpisb aod 
popoteetatit) hl^h and low chnrcb, episcopal aod sectari* 
ap^ whig aad lory ; Uit of tliose of £.«glidi extraction^ 
vrhQ happ^ to he born jn this kingdom, (whose anocfr- 
tors reduced the whole nation under the obedience of 
the Epglisb qrovp) and the gentlemen sent from the 
other side, to possiess mcst of the chief emplpymeots 
heirje; this letter pwty is ve^ mwb pqlafged and 
s^jeogtheoed by the whole power iu the clmrch, the 
l^w, the i^iDj, the revenue, ant) the civil AdmioistraUon 
d(^p$^ited in tl^eir hands : akhough for political ends^ 
ap4 tp saye appearances, some employments are still dis^ 
tribttted (yet gi^dutilly in a smaller . number) to per^ns 
born here : this proceeding, fortified with ^gopd words 
af^I pi^y premises, is sufficient to flattf&r $ind feed the 
hopes of bMfidreds, wjip will oever be ope faathing the 
better, as they might easily be jc^pnvijiced, if they wf^re 
qi^lified (.0 M^^nk 4$ »U. 

Civil ^mpU>yments of all kiuds have been for several 
yiearspast, with great prjudeuce, made precarious, and 
chiriog pleasure; l;^ wliich means the posiessors are» 
apd flpuf^ ioeyitably be, for ever depend^t : yet those 
V/B17 few of any consequence, which being dealt with 
60 sparing a hand to persons bom among us, are enougli 
to keep hope ali^re iu gieat numbers, who desire to mend 
their conditio^ ^y the favour of those in power. 

NoWi my dear fellow citizens, how is it po^ble you 
can conceive, that an^ person, who holds an office of ^ 
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some huDdred pounds a year; whkb may Be takai irav 
faira whenever power shall think fit, will, if he should 
be chosen a member for any city, do the least thi^f 
when he sits in the house, that be knows or fears maj^ 
be, displeasing to those who gave him, or continue biosi 
in that o&ce ? Believe roe, these are not timer lo ex- 
pect such an exalted degree of virtue from nmtal men. 
Bls^&ing staiB are much more finequeutiy seen than anoli 
horoical worthies* And I could sooner hope to find tetr 
thoiisaod pounds 'by i^spx^; in my garden, than sutch t 
pbotoix, by searching among the present race of man- 
kind* 

2 cannot forbear thinking it a very ernme<ms, as Mdl 
as modem maxim of politics, in the English oatiQ»» to 
take every opportunity of depressbg Ireland f where- 
of a hundred instances may be pro<hiced in points, of 
the highest importance, and within the memcitj of evecy 
middle aged man : although many of the greatest per- 
sons among that party, which now prevails, have former- 
ly, upon diat arUcl^ much diff^^ced in> their ppinion from 
their present^suc^essors. 

But so the fact stands at present It is plain, that 
X\m court ^d country party here (I mean in the hous^ 
of. commons) very «eldom agree in any thing but their 
l(^lty to hjs present majesty^ their resolutions to make 
him and his viceroy easy in the government, to the ut- 
most ^f their power, under the present condition of the 
kingdom. But the persons sent from England, who (to 
a trifle) are possessed of the sole executive power in all 
its branches, with their few adherents in possession who 
weve bora base, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and 
promisers, put on quite contrary notions with r^;ai'd to 
Ireland. They count upon an universal submis^ou to 
whatever shall be demanded.; wherein they act safely. 
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because none of themseWes, except tbe candidates, fee? 
tbe least of our pi-essures. 

' I remember a persoo of distinctioD, some dajs aga 
ailraied in a good deal of mixed eompany, and of both 
patties, that the gentry from England^ vho now enjoj 
our highest employments, of all kinds, can never be 
possibly losers of one farthing by the greatest calanltiet 
tint can befall this kingdom, accept a plague that wo^d 
aweep away a million of 4Hir hewers of wood aifd 
(kmwers of water ; or an invasion that would fright our 
grandees out of Che kingdom. For this person argued^ 
that while there was a penny left in the treasury, the 
civil and the military list must be paid; and that die 
episcopal Tevenues, which are usually farmed out at six 
times below tbe real value, could hardly IM. He to- 
•isted farther, that as money diminished, the price of aH 
oec^Maries of fife must of consequence do so too^ which 
would be for the advantage of all persona in employ* 
ment, as well as of my lords the bishops, and to the ruin 
of every body else. Among the company there wanted 
not men in office, beside one or two expectants; yet I 
did not observe any of them disposed to return an an- 
swer: but the consequences drawn were these: That 
the great, men in power sent hither from the other 
side, were by no means upon the same foot with hia 
tnajesty's other subjects of Ireland. They had no com* 
moo ligament to bind 'them with us ; they sufieved not 
with our suiTeriugs, and if it were possible for us to 
have any cause of rejoicing, they eould not rejoke 
with us. . 

Suppose a person, born in this kingdom, shall happen 
by his services for the English interest to have an em* 
ployraeht conferred upon him worth four hundred pounds 
a year ; and that he has likewise an estate ia land 
worth four hundred pounds a year more; suppose him 
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tj9 4ik in paiHameDt; theD, sufipose a land tax to be 
brooght in of five shilliogs a pound for ten years ; I 
^ you hem this gentleman will compute. He has 
fimr iniBfked pounds a year in land : the tax he must 
ffif yofttly 16 bne hundred pounds; by which, in tea 
ffUKs^ be will p^y only a thousand pounds. But if k^ 
fvre9 bis votie «tgaio$t this tax, he will lose (bur thou- 
9«^f oufi^ by beixig turned out of his employment, lo-^ 
g^iber Hf^h the power and influence he has, by virtue 
^lf$i^ psikmx of hu employmeot; and thus the balance 
IviU be ags^Dsl bim tbret thousand pounds. 

I desire, my fellow citizens, you will please to call to 
Wid hoir wany persons youcan voudb for among your 
tpqupii^ais^e, wbo haye so much virUie and self-denial^ 
«» to lose four hundred pounds a year for litis, together 
witli tbe smiles and favour of pow£r, and the hopes of 
Itigbtr advancement, merdy out of a generous love of 
bb( "Gi^mtry • 

Tb0 ispn^Qtions of parties in England are 1^7 di(* 
^ent 4rom tb^ae among us. Tbe batUe there is foqgbt 
for power >ipd ridiev : and so it ia indieed iimoQg us : 
tpt, nAne^r a gceatem^doymentfoe givcatioTom or to 
J^Hfer, -tb^ W9re both born in England, tbe profits pre 
to b^ 8f>ent th(ere. All employments (except a veiy 
im) fuse beatoved on the natives : they dp not send to 
Ger^iany, Qollapd, Sweden, or Denmark, much less U^ 
}«elao49 for cban^lorB, bishops, judges, or other officen. 
Tbeir fdairlas, wbetber well or ill got, are employed al 
bome ; a^d wbatenrer tbeir morals pr politic? be, the na- 
tion is not the poorer. 

Tbe bmw of commons in England have frequently 
c»deavoure4 to limit tbe number of members, who 
4iould be allowed to have employi^euts under tbe 
crown. Several aets have been made to tfiat piirpM^ 
which many wise men tbink are not yet efi^tual epovg;!^ 



iodf^amy ^ tbenf arte f edder^ htefRebUlM bf 1^^ 
the power of re-electio&^ Our libiise of cbrnmoDft eori^ 
flits^ I thiofk, of tiboiit ihrtt huoar^ m^bent ; if oni 
hundred of these should bappen to be made up of pef^ 
«on8 ah-eady provided for, joined with expeeteht, cdiklfc 
pifers easy to be p^TSAaded, such ad will ghre a tiote f6t 
a friend who is in ho))es to get somethini^; if they b^ 
tittry compainoAs, withdut sus^idoff, of a natural ba^ 
fbiness, not apt or ^bte t6 look forward ; if good vfW^ 
Mkiites, and cfl^^e^ses, have Anf power over ^m, th^ 
larger part of a Second hundred may fo^ retf eiteif{r 
^ught ifil at a tnost rea^ab!^ rate. 

Th^re is an EngHshiban^ of no Ibng standing amoi^ 
x% \ktt in an employmebt of great trust, pbwer, and pro^ 
fit. T^his excellent person did l^tefy publish, at his otm 
ex|>ense, A j^aniphlet printed in England byauthorlty*, 
i!6 jbstify the bill for a ^neral excise, or inland .duty, 
in order to introduce that blessed scheme amo&g vA* 
What a tender care must ^bk^ an English patriot for 
Ireland have of our int^erest, if he should condies^nd io 
^It Ui ottr parliament? I will bridle my indignatidA* 
H6weVer, methinks I Ion* to s6e that mortal, who w^uhl 
itith pl^as^e blow us up all at a bl^t : btit he ddly re« 
ceives his thousand pounds it year ; makes his p^<^^reito 
like a king ; is received in pornp at every toWnf ^nwi 
village wMre he travels, and dhhieis in the Bugli^ 
newspapers. 

I will now apply what I h^te said to you, my toe« 
thren, ^nd fellow citizens. Count u^n it, as a thith 
^xt to your creed, that no one person in oiBc;^, 6f 
irMdb he is riot master for life, whethe)* bOrn here or in 

• fidwM Ttmmpiont E«q. itfenfber of parliameot Tor Ydrk, sfed a 
commiff ioner of the rev^u^ 6f Ireland. F. 

j Mr. Thompson was preiented with the (yeedom of several corpo* 
MtioDsinl^elfltid. 1^. 
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. liouotiy. One of your caodidiates is of tbii klodi aad I 
beU^e him to be aa honest geotleman, as ihe word 
honeat u generally uoderstood. But he loves hu «aa^ 
plojmept better thao he does you« or his'countrjp^ or aU 
the countries upon earth. Will jou contribute to'^tre 

^ him city security to pay him ihe value of his employ- 
ment, if it should be taken from him, during his tifev 
for Totioig on all occasions with the honest coantiry party 
In the house? although I mkch question, wbethev he 
would do it, eyen upon that co^ditioa. 

Wherefore, since thei-e are but tvo caodid«|e% I en- 
treat you will fix on the present lord mayor. He. has 
shown more virtue, more activity, more skilly in on? 
year's government of the city, than a hundred years 
can equal. He has endeavoured, with great success* 
to banish frauds, corruptions, and aU other abuses from 
amengyou^ 

A dozen such men in power would be able to reform 
a kingdom. He has no employment under the crown ; 
DOT is likely to get or solicit for any : his education 
having not turned him that way. I wiU assure for no 
man's future oonduct ; but he who has hitherto prac* 
tised the rules of virtue with so much difficulty in ^ 
great and busy a station, deserves your thanks, and the 
best return you can m^ke him ; and you, my brethren, 
have no other to give him, than that of representkig 
you in parliament. Tell me not of your engagements 

' and promises to another : your promises are sins of 
inconsideration, at best ; and you are bound to repent 
and annul them. That gentleman, although with good 
reputation, is already engaged on the other side. He 
has four hundred pounds a year under the crown, 
which he is too wise to part with, by sacrificing so good 
an establishment to the empty names of ifirtue, and 
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l&m of bb country. I can assure )r<m, the Drapixr it 
Id the interest of the present lord major, iirhateyer you 
way be told to the contrary. I have lately heard him 
^ledare so In public company, and offer some of these 
v«ry teasool in defence of hu opinion ; although he has 
m Tegard and esteem for (he ofter gentleman, but would 
m>t hazard the good of the d(y and the kingdom for a 
compliment. 

The lord mayor^s severity to some unfair dealers 
should not torn the honest men among the^i against Mm. 
Whateyer he did, was for the advantage df4hose very 
4raders, whose -dishonest members he punished. He has 
hitherto been above temptation to act wrong; and 
therefore, as mankind goes, he is the most likely to act 
jight as a representative of your dty, as he constantly 
4did la the government of it 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 

itUMBLY OFFERED TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ThB 
LORD >1AY0R, THE COURT OF ALDERMEN AND COM- 
MON COUNCIL OF THE HONOURABLE CITY OF XH7BLIJS 
IN THE CHOICE OF A RECORDER/ 1 733. 



The oflkeof recorfar to thfe cfty bcih^i^taiat by the 
<leath of a very worthy gfentlfemah ; it is said, that five 
aft ^pertori^ are soiidticfe to succeed hitta In the ettipttfy- 
tnent. I to « sti^i^get to all theit perso^B^ ttnd to m6si 
of their characters ; ivhich latter, I hope, ivilt at this thhe 
be canvassed with more decency, than it sometimes hap- 
pens upon the like occasions. Therefore, as I am wliol* 
ly impartial, I can with more freedom deliver my 
thoughts how the several persons and parties conceraed 
ought to proceed in electing a recorder for this great and 
ancient city. 

^nd first, as it is very natural, so I can b/'uo means 
think it an unreasonable opinion, that the sons or near 
relations of aldermen, and other deserving citizens, 
should be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an em- 
ploymentriQ the city^s disposal : provided they be equal- 
ly qualified with other candidates ; and provided that 
such employments require no more than common abili- 
ties, and common honesty. But; in the choice of a re-^ 



♦ On the death of Mr. Stoyte, recorder of the city of Dublin, in the 
year 1733, several genVlemen declared themselves candidates to sue* 
eeed him ; upon which the dean wrote tlic ahove paper, and Etott 
Stannard, Esq. (a gentleman of great worth and honowr, aad vtrf 
knowing in his profession) was elected^ F* 
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corder, the case is endrelj difibrent^ He ought to be a 
pereoQ of good abilities in his calling ; of an unspotted 
charSMSter ; an able practitionei* ; one who has occasion^ 
ally merited of this city before : he ought to be of some 
maturity in years; a member of parliament, and likely 
to continue so ; regular in his life ; firm in his loyalty 
to the Hanover succession ; indulgent to tender conscien- 
ces ; but, at the same time, a firm adherer to the e8ta'> 
blished chulxh. If he be such a one who has already 
sat in parliament, it ought to be inquired of what 
weight he was there : whether he voted on ail occa- 
nons for the good of his country ; and particularly 
for advancing the trade and freedom of this city: 
whether he be engaged in any faction, either national 
or religious : and lastly, whether he be a man of cou- 
rage ; not to be drawn from his duty by the frown or 
menaces of power, nor capable to be corrupted by al- 
lurements or bribes. — These, and many other particu- 
lars, are of infinitely more consequence, than that single 
circumstance of being descended by a direct or collate- 
ral line from any alderman, or distinguished citizen, dead 
or alive, 

Thore is not a dealer or shopkeeper in this city of any 
substance, whose thriving, less or more, may not depend 
upon the good or ill conduct of a recorder. He is to 
watch every motion in parliament that may the least af^ 
feet the (reedom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the commons, as they are 
a numerous body, so they seem to be most concerned in 
point of interest; and their interest ought to be most re- 
garded, because it altogether depends upon the true in- 
terest of the city. They have no private views ; and 
giving their votes, as I am informed, by balloting, they 
Ue under no awe, or fear of disobliging competitors. It 
is therefore hoped that they will duly consider, which of 

VOL. XIIT. M 
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the candidates is most likely to advance the trade of 
themselves and their brother citizens; to defend their 
liberties, both in and out of parliament, against dkX at- 
tempts of encroachments or oppression. And so God 
^direct them in the choice of a recorder, who roaj for 
many years supply that important office whh skill, dili- 
gence, courage, and fidelity. And let the people say, 
Amen. 



-^^ 
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CONCERNING 



THAT 



UNIVERSAL HATRED WHICH PREVAILS AGAINST THE 

CLERGY. 1736. 



May 24, 1 736. 

I HATE been long considering and conjecturing what 
could be the causes of that gi'eat disgust, of late, against 
the clergy of both kingdoms, bejond what was ever 
known, till that monster and tyrant, Henry YIII. who 
todcaway from them, against law, reason, and justice, at 
least two thirds of their legal possessions ; and whose 
successors (except Queen Mary) went on with their ra- 
pine, till the accession of King James I. That detesta- 
ble tyrant Henry VIII. although he abolished the pope's 
power in England, as universal bishop, yet what he did 
10 that article, however just it were in itself, was the 
mere effect of his irregular appetite, to divorce himself 
from a wife he was weary of, for a younger and more 
beautiful woman^ whom he afterward beheaded. But, 
at the same time, he was an entire defender of all the 
popish doctrines, even those which were the roost ab- 
surd. And, while he put the people to death for deny- 
ing him to be head of the church, he burned eveiy offend- 
er against the doctrines of the Roman faith ; and cut 
oiTthe head of Sir Thomas More, a person of the great- 
est virtue this kingdom ever produced, for not directly 
owoiog him to be head of the church. Among all the 
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princes vho ever reigned in the work), there was neT«r 
80 infernal a beast as Henry YIII. in every vice ni the 
roost odious kind, witliout any one appearance of virtoe: 
but cruelty, lust, rapine, and atbeisn>, were his peculiar 

.talents. He rejected the power of the pope for no other 
reason, than to give his full swii^ to commit sacrilege, in 
which no tyrant, since Christianity became national, did 
ever equal him by many degrees. The abbeys, endow- 

' ed with lands by the mistaken notion of well disposed 
men, were indeed too numerous, and hurtful to the king- 
dom : and therefore the legislature -might, after the Re- 
formation, have justly applied them to some pious or 
public uses. 

In a very few centuries after Christianity becanie 
national in most parts of Europe, although the church 
of Rome had already introduced many corruptions in 
religion ; yet the piety of early Christians, as well as 
the new converts, was so great, and particularly princes, 
as well as noblemen and othec wealthy persons, that 
they built many religions houses for those who were 
inclined to live in a recluse or solitary manner, endows 
ing those monasteries with land. It is true, we read of 
monks some ages before, who dwelt' in caves and cells* 
in desert places. But when public edifices were erected 
and endowed, they began gradually to degenerate into 
idleness, ignorance, avarice, ambition, and luxury, afler 
the usual fate of all huoian institutions. The popes» 
who had already aggrandized themselves, laid hold of 
the opportunity to subject all religious houses, with their 
priors and abbots, to their peculiar authority ; whereby 
these religious orders became of an interest direcfly dif- 
ferent from the rest of mankind, and wholly at the pope's 
devotion. I need say no more on this article, so gene- 
rally known and so frequently treated, or of the frequent 
c^ndeavours of some other princes, as well as our own,t^ 



AGAIKST THE CLERGY, 261 

check the growth, aiid weahb, and power of the regu- 
lars. 

Id later times, this mistaken piety, of erecting and 
endowing abbeys, began to decrease. And therefore, 
when some new-invented sect of monks and friars began 
to start up, not being able to procure grants of land, 
they got leave from the pope to appropriate the tithes 
and glebes of certain parishes, as contiguous or near as 
they could find, obliging themselves to send out some 
of tlieir body to take care of the people's souls; and if 
some of those parishes were at too great a distance from 
the abbey, the monks appointed to attend them were 
paid, for the cure, either a small stipend of a determined 
€um, or sometimes a third part, or what are now called 
the vicarial tithes. 

As to the church-lrc^, it hath been the opinion of 
4&a&y writers, that, in England, they amounted to a 
thurd part of the whole kingdom. And therefore, if that 
widced prince above mentioned, when he had cast oil* 
the pope's power, had introduced some reformation m 
religion, he could not have been blamed for taking 
away the abbey-landaby authority of parliament. But, 
when he continued the most cniel persecution of all 
those who difiered in the least article of the popish reli- 
gion, which was then the national and established faith, 
his seizing on those lands, and applying them to pro- 
fane uses, was absolute sacrilege, in the strongest sense 
of the word ; having been bequeathed by princes and 
pious men to sacred uses. 

In the reign of this prince, the church and court of 
Rome had arrived to ^uch a height of corruption, in 
doctrine and discipline, as gave great offence to many 
wise, learned, and pious men through most parts of £u- 
I ope ; and several countries agreed to make some refot- 
jmation in religion. But, although a proper and just re- 
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formation were allowed to be necessary, even to prt- 
serve Chnstianity itself, jet the passions and vices of 
men had min^^led themselves so far, as to pervert and 
coiifouud all the good endeavours of those who ioteodcd 
well ; And thus the reformation, in eveiy country where 
it was attempted, was carried on in the most impioaft 
and scandalous manper that can possibly be conceived. 
To which unhappy proceedings we owe all the just re- 
proaches that Roman catholics have cast upon us ever 
since. For Avhen the northern kingdoms and states 
grew weary of the pope's tyranny, and when their 
preachers, beginning with the scandalous abuses of in* 
dulgences, and proceeding farJier to examine several 
points of faith, had credit enough with their princes* 
who were in some ie?^ lest such a chans;e might afTect 
the peace of their countries, becmise their bishops had 
great influence on the people by their wealth and pow- 
er ; these politic teachers had a ready answer to this 
purpose : •" Sir, your majesty need not be in any pain 
or apprehension : take away the lands, and sink • the 
authority of the bishops : bestow those lands on your 
courtiers, on your nobles, and your great officcre lo 
your army ; and then you will be secure of the peo^ 
pie." This advice was exactly followed. And in the 
protestant monarchies abroad, little more than the sha- 
dow of episcopacy is left : but, in the republics, is wholly 
extinct. 

In England, the reformation was brought in after a 
somewhat different manner, but upon the same princi- 
ple of robbing the church. However, Henry VIII. 
with great dexterity, discovered an invention to gra- 
tify his insatiable thirst for blood, on both religlonsi 
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THE fi£TT£R REGULATION AND IMPROVEMENT OP 

QUADRILLE* 1736. 

** — — r — Ridlcnltfm acri 
Fortius et melius, &c.** Hoh. 1. Sat xil4. 



Whereas the noble game of Quadrille hath beea ' 
found, by experience, to be of great use and benefit to 
the commonwealth ; particularly as it helps to kill time^ 
that lies heavy upon our hands; and to pass away 
Ufe, which seems too long while we -have it, and too 
short when we come to part with it : as it suppresses all 
wit iu coBVei-sation, which is apt to turn into scandal ; 

* Mp. George Faulkner, a very honest, eminent printer in Dublin, 
having attht* particular request of Dr. Swift, published ** A new pror 
posal for the better Regulation and Improvement of Quadrille,^' writ- 
ten by Dr. Josiah Hoite, then bishop of Kilmore, afterwards archbi- 
diop of Tuara ; Mr. Serjeant Bettesworth, a member (^ the Irish par- 
liament, ma'dc a complaint to the house of commons, then sitting. 
They voted the printer into custody (who was confined closely in pri- 
son three days, when he was in a very bad state of health, and his 
life in much danger,) for not discovering the author, at that time eaft 
posed to be Dr. Swift, against whom some invectives were thrown out 
by^ Mr. Bettesworth and others; which occasioned this poem. The 
Legion Club, and some others in this collection. F. — Dr. Horte was 
made bishop of Kilmore, July 27, 1727 ; and translated toTuam, Jan. 
27, 1741. He published a volume of Sermons, 8vo. 1738; and died in 
1752. That he was the author, and Dr. Swift the editor of this little 
treatise, is plain from their respective letters, dated Feb. 23, I736t7; 
and May 12, 1737. W. 
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aH politics, which are oflfensive to miDistries and govccor 
tnents ; aod all reading, n^hich is injurious to the eje^ 
especially by candle light : as it destroys [nride efiectii- 
ally, by bringing the noble and ignoble, the learned 
and the ignorant, the prude and the coquet, wives, 
widows, and maids, to one common level ; giving pre- 
ference to the best place and warmest corner, not accord- 
ing to the fantastical distinctions of birtli, quality, aod 
station, but by equal lot : as it is a sovereign cure for 
animosities, making people good friends for the time 
being, who heartily hate one another : as it prevents 
the squabbles, so frequent among other dealers, about 
the weight of gold, and '^ves the lightest the same 
value and currency with the heaviest; which is bo 
small advantage to the public at this juncture, when 
l^hange b growing so scarce : and to name no more, as it 
enables the butler to go as fine as his master, without 
an increase of vages: i 

AQd whereas, for want of true taste and relish of the 
said noble game, divers ladies are tardy, and come late 
to the rendezvous, beings detained by the paltry -cares 
of family, or a nap after dintier, or by hooking in a 
few street yv^is at doors where they expect to be de« 
nied, and are sometimes cruelly bit: while the true 
frofessars and atkptSj who consider the shortness of 
human life and the value of precioijj} time, are impa- 
tiently waiting for such loiterers, and curse innocent 
clocks and watches that are forced to lie in justification 
of their tardiness. 

I^ow, in order to cut off those frivolous pretences, 
and prevent those ill-bred and injurious practices few 
the future ; and to the intent that every lady may have 
due notice of the appointed hour ; it is hereby pro* 
posed, that a subscription be set on foot, for erecting a 
square tower in the middle of St. Stephen's Green: 



IMPROVEMENT OF ftUADRJLLE. 265 

mi thflt a bell be hung in the same, large enougli to 
be hefurd distinctly over the parishes of St. Anne, 
SL Andrew, and SL Peter; and, in calm evenings, 
as far as the parish at St. Mary, for the benefit of the 
graduates dweiliog thei'e : that the said bell, for greater 
solenmitj, ^all be christened,"*^ according to the rites 
and ceremonies of the Roman church ; and that the 
godfathers shall be K. C. and M. J. and the god- 
mothers L. M. and R. £. who shall call it The 
Great Tarn rf QuadriOe : that the said bell shall 
be tolled bj the butlers of St Stephen's Green and 
Dawson Street, in their turns, beginning e^cactly a 
quarter before si^ in the evening, and ending precisely 
at six. In the mean time, all the little church bells 
shall cease their babblings, to the end Tom may be 
more distinctly heard. 

And if, upon such legal notice, any lady of the 
party shall not be ready on the spot, to draw for her 
place before the last stroke of Tom, she shall lay 
down five shilliDgs on the table, by way of fine, for 
the use of the poor of the parish, being prolestants f 
or, on failure thereof, she shall not handle a card 
that night, but Dummy shall be substituted in hto 
room. 

And, that parses may not be disappointed, by ex- 
cuses of a cold or other slight indispositions, when it is 
too late to beat up for 'a new recruit; it is proposed, 
that no such excuse shall be admitted, unless the same 
be certified HUider the hand of some graduate physician. 

Dr. Richard T always excepted : and for want 

of such certificate, the defaultress to be amerced, as 
afore^id, at the next meeting. And it is farther pro- 
posed, that the said great Tom shall be tolled a quarter 

* Tke bells are diristened hj the Pai^sti. F. 

31 2 



266 PROPOSAL FOR THE 

before eleven precisely ; after which, no pool shall be 
made, to the intent that the ladies may have a quarter 
of an hour for adjusting their play-puraes, and 'saying 
their prayers: and, in the absence of the butler who 
is to be the bell hour for the night, it may be lawful 
for a footman to snuff the candles over the ladies' 
shoulders ; provided be be a handsome well-dressed 
young fellow, with a clean shirt and rulUes. 

K. B. That Tom is not to toll on Sundays, without 
special license from the parish minister ; and this not till 
divine service is over. 

And whereas frequent disputes and altercations arise 
in play between ladies of distinction, insomuch thai 
a by-staoder may plainly perceive that they pull coils 
in their hearts^ and part with such animosity, that 
nothing but the sovereign reconciler Quadrille could 
bring them to meet again in one bouse ; it is humbly 
proposed, for the benefit of trade, that, when a question 
cannot be decided by the company, the same, shall be 
immediately set doun in writing by theiady who can 
write the best English ; and that the case, being there- 
by stated, and attested by both parties, sh^U, together 
with the fee of one fish ad valorem, be laid before 
tlie renowned Mr. Sergeant BetteBwoi:th, who shall 
t>e. appointed arbitrator general in all disputes of this 
^ind ; and shall, moreover, havQ sufficient power and 
authority to give damages for all opprobrious languages : 
and especially . for all hints, squints, inaueodoe^s, leers^ 
end shrugs, or other muscular motions of evil significa* 
■tion, by which the reputation of a lady may be afiected, 
^on account of any slip or mis^rriage that may have 
happened within twenty jears ]ast past. 

And, if any lady should find hei'self aggrieved by 
the dedsion of the said Mr. Bettesworth, it sh^ll be law- 
ful for her to remove her cause, by appeal, before tb§ 
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Upright-Man io Essiex-street, who, haring never given 
a corrupt judgment, maj be called, next after his holi* 
iiesB at Rome, the on\y infalUble judge \xp(m earth; and 
the said Upright Man's determination shall be final and 
conclusive to all parties. 

And forasmuch as it appears^ by experience, that 
thig benefidal branch of commerce cannot well be car- 
ried on without Gentries to be made in writing, which, 
by their great number, miglit occasion oversights and 
mistakes, without some prudent restriction ; it is humbly 
proposed, that all appointments, made for any longer 
time than three months to come, shall be declared ut- 
terly null and void : and in cdse a lady should happen, 
upon the day prefixed within that term, to be in labour, 
or to be no longer tbain one week brought to bed ; or 
Ht for the unseasonable hours, her husband should 
withhold her pin-money, or chain her by the feg to 
the bed-post ; she shall inciur no penalty for her non- 
appearance, there being no doubt of her good inclination. 

But no plea of a husband newly buried, or of weeds 
delayed by a mantua-raaker, or any other matter of 
mere fashion or ceremony, shall be in any wise ad 
mitted. • 

And, to the intent ^hat no breach of faith may pass 
unpunished, it is proposed, that the lady making default 
rimll, lat the next party-meeting, take the chair nearest 
the door, or against a cracked pannel in the wainscot^ 
and have no skreen at her back, unless she shall give 
her honour that her memorandum paper was casually 
left in her folio Common Prayer book at church, and 
that she only perused it there during the collect : in 
which case her punishment shall be respited till the 
next meeting, where she shall produce the same, an4 
Touch it to be the true originaL 

And lastly, because it sometioieabappeoi that a ptl^ 
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iy 18 In^ken, and a hand wanting, by ndsm^mer^* and 
<^er blunden of ser^nts canyiog messages : it iii 
proposed, that the servant so dfendiog, if it be a vakt 
4e chambre^ shall wait in a common liyery f<Mr the space 
of one month ; and if he be a footman, the booby shall 
be tossed in a blanket in the middle of Stepbeals 
Gxeei^. 

* W;«Dg name. &; 
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WHAT WAS SAID BY THE DEAN OP ST. PATRICK'S TO 
THE LORD MAYOR AND SOME OF THE ALDERMEN 
OP DUBLIN^ 

HTHBN HIS LOBPSHIP CAMS TO PRVSEKT THB SAID DEAW 
WITH HIS FRE^DOU IN A GOLD BOX, ABOUT THM 
TXA& 1736. 



WuMK hii lordship had said a few words, and pMK 
jented the iostniment, the Deao geatly put it badb 
aad desired fint to be heard. He said,/* He was 
nuch obliged to his lordship and the city (or Uie lio- 
Qoor. they w^re goiflg to -do him ; aad which, as be 
was ioformed, th^ had long ii^aded hira^ That {t 
was tnie, this hoiKMir was mU^ed with a litlle mortifi- 
catioo, by the deli^ which attended it; but vhicii, 
however^ he did 4iot iiapute to his lordship or th^ 
city ; aod thai the mon^calrai was the less, becauie • 
Jie would wiilitii^y bafe tbe delay was fouoded on «i 
mistake ; tw whiob opiaioD be would tdl his Eeasoo.'^ 
He saifl, '^It was well knowo, that some tune iigo, $l 
liersOQ with a title was fdeasfMil, ia two great aMemblias, 
lo ra^^ Ixkterly ^owebo^ wid»at a nanie, under the 
iiijiftdoiis appeUatioQ of a tory, a Jacobite, .an openf 
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whick character,'' the Deao said, ^ many people thought 
was applied to him ; but he was uowiHiDg to be of 
that opinion, because the person who had delivered 
tiiose abusive words had, for several years, caressed 
and courted and solicited his friendship, more than 
any man in either kingdpnr had ever done ; by invit- 
ing him to his house in town and country, by com- 
ing to the Deanery often, and* calling or sending al- 
most ^ery day when the Dean was sick, with many 
other particulars of the same nature, which continued 
even to a day or twa of the time, whf^n'the said person 
made those invectives in the council and hoqse cf 
lords. Therefore, that the Dean would by no means 
think those scurrilous words could be intended against 
him ; because such a proceeding would overthrow all 
the principles of honour, justice, reKgion, truth, and 
even common humanity. Therefi^ the Dean will 
endeavour to believe, that the said person had some 
other object in his thoughts; and it was only tbt 
uncharitable custom t>f the world that applied ihk 
character to him. However, thai he would Insist on 
this aigumeilt no longer: but one thing he would af- 
firm and declare, without assigning any name or mak- 
ing any exception. That, whoever either did, or does, 
mr shall hereafter at siny tim^ charge him with the 
character of a Jacobite, «n enemy tp King Geoi^ 
or a* libeller of the government, the said accq^ation 
was, is, and will be false, roidicious, slanderous, and 
alt^ther groundless. And h^ would take the bee- 
dom to tell Us lorddrip, and th^ rest that stood by, that 
he had done more service to the Hanover title, an4 
more disservke to the pretender's cause, than forty 
thousand of those noisy, raffing, malicious, empty seal- 
ots, to whom nature has denied any talent tfai^ eoald 

be of me to CM or th^ coontiy^ i»d kft tbn 
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onlj the gift of reviliog, and spittiDg their Teaoniy 
against all who differ from them io their destructive 
principles, both in church and state. That he confess* 
ed, it was sometimes liis misfortune to dislike some 
things in public proceedings in both kingdoms, where- 
in he had often the honour to agree with wise and 
good men $ but this did bj no means affect either hit 
loyalty to his prince, or love to his country. But, oa 
the contrary, he protested that such dislikes never 
arose in him from any otlier principles, than the duty 
be owed to the king, and his affection to the king- 
dom. ' Tliat he had been acquainted with courts and 
ministers long enough, and knew too well that the best 
ministers might mistake in points of great importance ; 
and that he had the honour to know many more 
able, and at least full as honest, as any cnu be at pre- 
sent." The Dean farther said, ^ That since he had 
been so falsely represented, he thought it became him 
to give some account of himself for above twenty year8» 
if it were only to justify his lordship and the city for 
the honour tliey were going to do him/' He relat- 
ed briefly bow, >^ merely by his own i)er80iial credit, 
without other assistance, and in two journeys at his 
expense, he bad pirocured a grant of the first-fruits to 
the clergy, in the late queen's time; for which he 
thought he deserved some gentle Jtreatment from his 
bretiiren. That, during^ all the administration of the 
said ministry, he had been a constant advocate ibr 
those who are called the whigs ; had* kept many of them 
in their employments, both in England and here, and 
seme who were aJRcrward the fost to lift up their heeb 
against him." He r^ected a little upou the severe 
treatment be had met with upon his return to Ireland 
sAer her mijoty's death, and for some years after : 
«* That, bdng forced to five retiied^ he could think of 
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,110 better way to do public aenrice, than by employ- 
ing all the little money he could save, and lending it» 
wiAout interest, in small sums, to poor industrious 
tradesmen, without exainhiiog their party or their 
faith. And God had so far pleased to bless his en» 
desvours, th&t his managers tell him he has recovered 
above two hundred fiunUies in this city from ruin, and 
placed most of them in a comfortable way of Itfe.^ 
The Dean related how much he had suffered in hia 
purse, and with what hazard to his liberty, by a most 
iniquitous judge ; wlM>, tq gratify hb ambition and rage 
of party, had condemned an innocent book, written 
with no worse a design, than to persuade the people 
of tins kingdom to wear their own manufiictures. Uow 
the said judge had endeavoured to g^t a jury to his 
mind; but they proved so honest, that he was forced 
to keep them eleven hours, and send them back nine 
times, until at last they were compelled to leave the 
printer to the mercy of the court ; and the Dean was 
ftftced to ph>cuTe-a ncU prosequi from a noble person, 
then isecretary of state, who had been his old friend. 
The Dean then freely confessed himself to be the au- 
thor of those books caHed «« The Drapier's Letters :" 
and spoke gently of the proclamation, oflRsring three 
liundred pounds to discover the writer; He said, ^ That 
iMiongh a certain person was pleased to mention those 
hodkA in a slight manner at a public^ assembly, yet Jie 
(the Dean) had learned to believe, that there were ten 
thousand to oi^ in the kingdom who differed from that 
penon : and the people of England, who had ever heaid 
of the matter, as well as in France, were all of the Mme 
opinion.*' 

The Dean mentioned several other particulars, some 
of whidi those from whom I had the aocount ' could 
not recoUect, and others^ aUhough of great €oniequeitfe> 
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perhaps bis enemies would not allow him. The Dean 
coodudud witli/ acknowledging to have expressed his 
wishes, that an inscription might have been graven on 
the box, showing some reason why the city thought fit 
to do him that honour, which was much out of the com- 
mon forms to a person in a private station ; those distinc- 
tions being usually mdde only to chief governors, or pec- 
sons in veiy high employments. 

D.> 
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FOR, 



CiVINQ BADGES TO THE BEGGARS IN ALL TfiB 
PARISHES OP DUBLIN* 



Jpril 22, 1737, 
It has been a general complaiDt, that the poor bouse 
(especially sioce the new constitution by act of parlia- 
ment) has been of no benefit to this city, for the ease d 
irhich it was wholly intended. I had the honour to be 
a member of it many years before it was new modelled 
by the legislature; not from any personal regard, but 
merely as one of the two deans, who are of course put intp 
most commissions that relate to the city ; and I have 
likewise the honour to have been left out of several 
commissions upon the score of party, in which my prede- 
cessors, time out of mind, have always been members. 

The first commission was made up of about fifty per-^ 
. sons, which were, the lord ma} or, aldermen, and sheriffs, 
and some few other citizens; the judges, the two arch- 
bishops, the two deans of the city, and one or two more 
genilemen. And t must confess my opinion, tliat the 
dissolving of the old commission, and establishing a new 
one of near three times tlie number, have been the great 
cause of rendering so good a design not only useless, but 
a grievance instead of a benefit to the city. In the pr^ 

* See, ID vol. XII. p. 281, a former propoial to the same eflfect. N. 
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sent commission all the city clergy are included, beside 
a great number of squires ; not only those who reside in 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, but several who live at a 
great distance, and cannot possibly have the least con- 
cern for the advantage of the city. 

At the few general meetings, that I have attended 
since the new establishment, I observed very little was 
done except one or two acts of extreme justice, wliich I 
then thought might as well have been spared; and I 
have found the court of assistants usually taken up in lit- 
tle wrangles about coachmen, and adjusting accounts of 
meal and small beer ; which, however necessary, might 
sometimes have given place to mattei-s of much greater 
moment; I mean some schemes recommended to tlie 
general board for answering the chief ends in erecting 
arid cstablifihiog such a poor-house, and endowing it with 
so considerable a revenue ; and the principal end I take 

< to have been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of 
the city, wliere the parishes are not able to do it ; and 
clearing the streets from all strollers, foreigners, and 

* sturdy be^^rs, with which, to the universal complaint 
and admiration, Dublin is more infested since the esta- 
blishment of the poor-house, than it was ever known to 
be since its first erection. 

As the whole fund foe supporting this hospital is raised 
only from the inhabitants of the city; so there can be 
hardly any thing more abburd than to see it misemployed 
in maintaining foreign. beggars, and bastards, or orphans 
of farmere, whose country landlords never contributed 
one shilling toward their support. I would engage, that 
half this revenue, if employed with common care, and no 
very great degree of common honesty, would maintain all 
tlie real objccfs of charity in this city, except a small 
number of original poor in every parish, who might, 
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without being burdensome to the parishionere, find a tol^ 
rMe support. 

I have for some years past applied myself to several 
lord mayors, and the late archbishop of Dublin, fira* a re- 
medy to this evil of foreign beggars; and they all ap- 
peared ready to receive a very plain proposal, I mean 
that of badgiog the original poor of every parish who 
begged in the streets ; that the said beggars should be 
confined to their owu-^arishes ; that they should wear 
their badges well sown upon one of their shoulders, al- 
ways visible, on pain of being whipped and turned out of * 
•town; or whatever legal punishment may be thought 
proper and effectual. But, by the wrong way of think- 
ing in some clergymen, and the indifference of others, this 
method was perpetually defeated, to their own continual 
disquiet, which they do not ill deserve ; and if the griev^ 
ance affected only |hem, it would be of less consequence ; 

because. the rein«d^is4a tfadr OWOpowcrr: bat oil street 

walkers and shopkeepers bear an equal share in its hourly 
vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection against this ex- 
pedient of badging the poor^ and confining their walks to 
their several parishes. The objection was this: What 
shall we do with the foreign beggars ? must they be left 
to starve ? I answered. No ; but they must be driven 
and whipped out of towii ; and let the next country pa- 
rish do as they please, or rather, after the practice io 
, England, send them from one parish to another, until 
they reach their own homes. By the old laws of Eng* 

• 

land, still in force, every parish is bound to maintain its 
own poor; and the matter is of no such consequence in 
this point as some would make it, whether a country pa- 
rish be rich or poor. In the remoter and poorer parishes 
of the kingdom, all necessaries for life proper for poor 
people are comparatively cheaper; I mean binttermilk, 
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oatmeal, potatoes, and other vegetabfes ; and every far 
tner or cottager, iirho is not himself a beggar, can spare 
sometimes a sup or a morsel, not worth the fourth part of 
a farthing, to an indigent neighbour of his own parish, 
who is disabled from work. A beggar, native of the pa- 
rish, is known to the squire, to the church minister, to th& 
popish priest, or the conventicle teacher, as well as to 
every farmer: he has generally some relations able to 
live, and contribute something to his maintenance. JNTone 
of which advantages can be reasonably expected on a 
removal to places where he is altogether unknown. If 
he be hot quite maimed, he and his trull, and litter of 
brats (if he has any) may get half their support by doing 
some kind of work in their power, and thereby be less 
burdensome to the people. In short, all necessaries of 
life grow in the country, and not in cities, and are 
cheaper where they grow ; nor is it equitable that beg- 
gars should put us to the charge of giving tliem victualSf 
and the carnage too. 

But when the spirit of wandering takes him, attended 
by his females, and their equipage of children, he be- 
comes a nuisance to the whole country ; he and his fe- 
males are thieves, and teach the trade of stealing to their 
brood of four years old ; and if his infirmities be coun- 
terfeit, it is dangerous for a single person unarmed to 
meet him on the road. He wanders from one country 
to another, but still with a view to this town, where he 
arrives at last, and enjoys all the privileges of a Dublio 
beggar. 

I do not wonder, that the country squires should be 
very willing to send up their colonies ; but why the city 
should be content to receive them, is beyond my imagi- 
nation. 

If the city were obliged by their charters to maintain 
a thousand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty 
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per cent, a hundred miles off^ than in this town, or in^y 
of its suburbs. 

There is no village in Connaught, that in proportioil 
shares so deeply .in the daily increasing miseries of Ire> 
land, as its capital city ; to which miseries there hardly 
remained any addition, except the perpetual swarms of 
foreign beggars, who might be banished in a months with- 
out expense, and withvveiy little trouble. ' 

As I am personally acquainted with a great number 
of street beggars, I find some weak attempts have been 
made in one or two parishes to promote the wearing of 
badges; and my first question to those who ask an alms 
hj " Where is your badge ?" I have, in several year^ 
met with about a dozen who were reafdy to produce 
them, some out of their pockets, others from under their 
coat, and two or three on their shoulders, only covered 
with a sort of capes, which they could lift up or let 
down upon occasion. They are too lazy to work ; they 
«re not afraid to steal, nor ashamed to beg; and yet are 
too proud to be seen with a badge, as many of them 
have confessed to me, and not a few in very injurions 
terms, particularly the females. They all look upon 
such an obligation as a high indignity done to their office. 
I appeal to all indifferent people, whether iuch wretches 
deserve to be relieved. As to myself, I must confess, 
this absurd insolence has so affected me, that for several 
years past I have not dist)08ed of one single farthing to 
a street beggar, nor intend to do so until I see a better 
regulation ; and I have endeavoured to persuade all my 
brother walkers to follow my example, which most of 
them assure me they do. For, if beggary be not able 
to beat out pride, it, cannot deserve charity. How- 
ever, as to persons in coaches and chairs, they bear but 
little of the pecsecution we suffer, and are willing to 
leave it entirely upon us. 
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To say tlie truth, .there is not a more undeserviDg 
▼icious race of humaQ kind, than the bulk of those who 
are reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country. 
For, as a great part of our public misses is originally 
owing to our own faults (but what those faults are, I am 
grown by experience too weary to mention) so I am 
confident, that among the meaner people, nineteen in 
twenty of those who are reduced to a starving condi- 
tion, did not become so by what the lawyers call the 
work of God, either upon their bodies or goods; but 
merely from their own idleness, attended with all man- 
ner of vices, particularly drunkenness, thievery, and 
cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done from 
those who have asked me an alms, what was their for- 
mer course of life, will find them to have been ser- 
vants in good families, broken tradesmen, labourers, cot- 
tagers, and what they call decayed housekeepers; 
but (to use their own cant) reduced by losses and crosses, 
by which nothing can be understood but idleness and 
vice. 

As this is the only christian countiy where people, 
contrary to the old maxim, are the poverty, and not 
the riches of the nation ; so the blessing of increase and 
multiply is by us converted into a curse : and, as mar- 
riage has been ever countenanced in all free countries^ 
so we should be less miserable if it were discouraged in 
ours, as far as can be consistent with Christianity. It U 
seldom known in England, that the labourer, the lower 
mechanic, tbe servant, or the cottager, thinks of marry- 
ing, until he has saved up a stock of money sufficient 
to carry on his business; nor takes a wife without a 
suitable portion ; and as seldom fails of making a yearly 
addition to that stock, with a view of providing for his 
cbildreo. But in this kingdom the case is directly con- 
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{•BliMb: and I was then so iffmsoi u to girc mj 
«puiioo, that our city should receive them into Bride- 
wdl, and aft^ a moDth's residence, having been well 
vWpped twice a day, fed with bran and water, and put 
to bard hboor, they riiould be returned honestly back 
with tha^oby as cheap as they came: or, if that were 
not approved o^ I proposed, that whereas one English- 
nan m allowed to be of equal intrinsic vaUie with twelve 
bom in Irehmd, we should, in justice, return Uiem a 
A)2BD for one, to dispose of as they please. 

A5 to the native poor of this city, there would be. 
liUle or no damage in confining them to their several pa- 
rishes. For instance : a beggar of the parish of St» 
Warburgh's, or any other parish here, if he be an ob- 
ject of compassion, has an equal chance to receive his 
proportion of ahns from every charitable band : because 
the inhabitants, one or other, walkthrough every stoet 
in town, and give their alms without considering the 
place, wherever they think it may be well disposed of: 
tod these he^s, added to what they get in eatables by 
goiug from house to house among the gentry and citizens, 
^lU, without being very burdensome, be suificient to 
keep them alive. 

It is true, the poor of the suburb parishes will not 
nave altogether the same advantage, because -they aie 
^ot equally in the road of business anc^ passengere: 
feut here it is to be considered, that the beggars there 
have not so good a title to public charity, because most 
of them are strollers froiii the country, and compose & 
principal part of that great nuisance which we ought to 
remove. 

I should be apt to think, that few thiz^s tan be move 
frbome to a city mioister, than a mimlMar Of beggars 
^Wch do not belong to his district ; 'whoiii he has no 
*%tion to take care ofj who are no part ©f his lloak, 

VOL. XIII. w 
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• 
trary ; where many thousand couples are? yearfy mar- 
ried, -whose whole united fortunes, J[>ating the rags on 
their backs, would not be sufficient to purchase a pint 
of buttermilk for their wedding supper, tior have any 
prospect of suppcnrting their honourable etate, but by 
service, or labour, or thievery. Nay, their happiness is 
often deferred until they find credit to borrow, or cud* 
ning to steal a shilling to pay their popish priest, or in* 
famous couple-b^igai'. Surely no miraculous portion of 
wisdom would be required lo find some kind of remedy 
against this destructive evil, or at least n6t to draw the 
consequences of it upon our decaying city, the greatest 
part whereof must of course in a few years become de* 
solate or in ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not absolutely barbarous, 
pforents think themselves bound, by the law of nature 
and reason, to make some provision for their children ; 
but the reason offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for 
marrying, is, that they may have children to maintain 
them when they gix>w old, and unable lo work. 

I am informed, that we have been for some time past 
extremely obliged to England for one very ben^cial 
branch of commerce ; for it seems, they are grown so 
gracious as to transmit us continually colonies of b|g* 
gars, in return for a million of money they receive year- 
ly from hence. That I may give no offence, I profess 
to mean real English beggars in the literal meaning of 
&e word, as it is usually understood by protestants. It 
seems the justices of the peace and parish officers in the 
western coasts df England, have a good while followed 
the trade of exporting hither their supernumerary beg« 
gars, in order to advance the English protestant interest 
among us; and these they are so kind as to send over 
gratis, and duty firee. I have had the honour more 
than once to attend large cai^goes of them from Chests 
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t» DobBo : and I was then so igoeraoi u to gire mj. 
«pijiioo, that our cit^ shotUd roceive them into Bride- 
well, and aft^ a month's residence, having been well 
vMpped twice a day, fed with bran and water, and put 
to bard laboor, they riiould be returned honestly back 
with thanks,' as cheap as they came: or, if that were 
not apiNTOved o( I proposed, that whereas one English* 
man is altowed to be of equal intrinsic value with twelve 
bom in Ireland, we should, in justice, return them a 
dozen for one, to dispose of as they please. 

A? to the native poor of this city, there would be. 
little or no damage in confining them to their several pa- 
rishes. For instance : a beggar of the parish of SU 
Warburgh's, or any other parish here, if he be an ob- 
ject of compassion, has an equal chance to receive his 
proportion of alms from every charitable band : because 
the inhabitants, one or other, walkthrough every sixeet 
in town, and give their alms without consideriug the 
place, wherever they tliink it may be well disposed of : 
and these he^s, added to what they get in eatables by 
going from house to house among the gentry and citizens, 
will, without being very burdensome^ be suificient to 
keep them alive. 

It b true, th6 poor of the suburb parishes will not 
have altogether the same advantage, because -they arc 
not equally in the road of busineBs anc^ passengen : 
but here it is to be considered, that the beggars there 
have not so good a title to public charity, because most 
of them are strollers froai the country, and cojoipose t 
principal part of that great nuisance which w^ ou^bt to 
remove. 

I should be apt to think, that few things tan be more 
irksome to a city minister, than a number Of beggars 
wrhich do not belong to his district ; whoiu he has no 
obligation to take care of^ irho are no part of his floak, 

VOL. XIII. K . 
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and who take the btead out of the mouths of those ta 
irhom it properly belongs. When I mention this abuse 
to any nunlster of a city parish, he usually lays the 
fault upon the beadles, who, he says, are bribed by the 
toeign beggars; and, as those beadles often keep ale^ 
houses, they find their account in such customers. This 
evil might easily^ be remedied, if the parishes would 
make some small addition to the ^salaried of beadl^ 
and be more careful In the choice of thoi^e officers. But 
1 conceive there is one effectual method in the power of 
^very minister to put in practice; I mean, by making 
it the interest of all h!s own original poor to drive out 
intruders; for, if the parish beggars were absolutdy for- 
bidden by the minister and church officers to suffer 
strollers to come into the parish, upon pain of themselves 
not being permitted to beg alms at the church doors^ 
or at the houses and shops of the inhabitants, they would 
|>revent interlopers more effectually than twenty bea* 
dies. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great indis- 
cretion of our city shopkeepers, who suffer their doors 
to be daily besieged by crowds of beggars (as the gates 
of a lord ai-e by duns) to the great di^ust and vexa- 
tion of many customers, whol have frequently observed 
to go to other shops^ rather than suffer such a persecu- 
tion ; which might easily be avoided, if no foreign* beg- 
gars were allowed to infest them. 
. Wherefore I do assert, that the diopkeepers, who are 
the greatest complainers of this grievance, lamenting 
that for every custon^r they are worried by fiffy beg- 
gars, do very well deserve what they suffer, when an 
apprentice with a horsewhip is able to lash every beg- 
gar from the shop, who is not of the. parish, and does 
not wear the badge of that parish on hb shoulder, well 
flbtened, and fairly visible ; and if this practice werq 
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* 

Uliiveml 10 every hxms€ to^ all the sturdy vagrante, v6 
ebould iD a few we^s dear the town of alV naep^cants 
exeept these who have a proper title to our chajrity : as 
ibr the aged and infirm, it would be suffieinpt to gire 
them nothing, and then they must starve, or follow thek 
bretlugen. 

It was the city that first endowed this hoi^pital ; and 
-thofie who afterward contributed, as they wetesuch who 
generally inhabited here, so they intended what they 
gave to be for the use of the cky's pocfr. The revenues, 
which have since been raised by parliament, are wholly 
paid by the city, without the least charge upon any 
other part of the kingdom ; aad tlierefore nothing could 
Jll<y llf'tiji the original design th^n to. misapply those 
revenues on strolling beggars or bastards from the coun- 
try, which bears no share in the charges we are at. 

If some of the outparishea be overburdened with poor, 
,the reason must be, that the greatest part of those poor 
are strdlers from the country, who nestle themselves 
where they can find the cheapest lodgings, and from 
thence infest every part of the town ; out of which they 
ought to be whipped as a most insufierable nuisance, bet- 
ing nothing else but a profligate clan of thieves, drunk* 
ards, heathens, and whoremongers, fitter tabe rooted out 
. of the face of the earth, than suffered to levy a vast an- 
nual tax upon the city ; which shares too deep^ in the 
public miseries, brought on us by the oppressions we lie 
. imder from our neighbours, our brethren, our country- 
men, our fellow-protestants, and fellow-sufojects. 

Some time ago I was appointed one of a committee to 
inquire into tlie state of the workhouse; where we 
found that a charity was bestowed by a great person for 
a certain time, which in its consequences operated very 
much to the detriment of the houses for, when the time 
was elapsed, all tliose w ho were supported by that cha- 
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titjr, eontiiNied OB Ae sane foot witti the reit m tte 
fbundalkNi ; and being geDcralfy a pack of proffi^ale, 
▼agabond wretches from seyeral parts of iHe kiiigteD» 
^onupted all te rest^ wo partial, or treaeberoos, «r iote- 
Tcsted, or ignoraiit, or mfataken, are genera^ aUteopOH 
menders, not only to employmentSi but even lo cbari^ 
itself. 

I know it is complained of, that the difioaltf of dtif^ 
ing foreign be|^;axs out of the etiy is ehaiged upon 4he 
MImverM (as the/ are called) wiio find their acooimtB 
best in the saffering diose yagrants to fbliow their trade 
through eyeiy part of the town. But this abuse might 
easiij be remedied, and yeiy much to the ^vantage of 
the whole city, if better salaries were given to those 
who execute tbaf office in 4he seyeral parishes, and 
would make it their interest to clear the town of thpae 
caterpillars, rather than . hazard the loss of an employ • 
4nent that would give them an hone&t liyeUbood. But, 
if that should fall, yet a general resolution of neyer giv- 
ing charity to a street beggar out of fab own parisli, or 
without a visible badge, would infallibly fatet ali y»> 
grants to depart. 

There is generally a vagabond spiritin beggars, which 
ought io be discouraged, and severely punished. It » 
owing to the same causes that drove them into poverty ^ 
I mean, idleness, dmnkenness, and rash marriages, witli* 
out the least |>ro6pect of suppbrting a family by honest 
endeavours, which never came into their thoughts. It 
is observed, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks 
upon himself to be relieved by receiving bread, or other 
food; and tliey have in this town been frequently seen 
to pour out of tiieir pitchers good tnroth, that has beeo 
T^iven them, into the kennel ; neither do they much re- 
gard clothes, unless to sell them ; for thfir rags are parf 
of their tools with which they wwk: they want only 
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9Sh, brandy, and other .strong liquora, whieh cannot be 
had without mooej; and money, aa they conceive,, 
i^waya abounds in the metropolis. 

I had some other thon^ghts to offer upon tliis sutjeat 
But as I am a desponder in my nature, and have tolera- 
bly well discovered the disposition of our people, who 
never will move a step toward easing themselves from 
any one single grievance; it will be thouf^t, that I have 
already said too much^ and to little or no purpose,, 
which has ofteabeen the fiite or fortune of the writer. 

I. SWIFT. 
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CHARACTER OF DR, SHERIDAN. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1738. 



Doctor Thomas Sheridan died at Rathfaroam the 
10th of October, 1738, at three of the clock in the af- 
teroooD : his diseases were a dropsy and asthma. He 
vas doubtless the best instructor of youth in these king* 
doms, or perhaps in Europe ; and as great a master of 

• 

the Greek and Roman languages. He had a very fruit* 
ful invention, and a talent for poetry. His English verses 
were full of wit and humour, but neither his prose nor 
verse sufficiently correct : however, he would readily 
submit to any friend who had a true taste in prose or 
verse. He has lelt behind him a very great collection, 
in several volumes, of stoiies, humorous, witty, wise, or 
some way useful, gathered from a vast number of Greek, 
Roman, Italian,. Spanish, French, and English writers. 
I believe I may have seen about thirty, laige enough 
to make as many moderate books in octavo. But among 
these extractis, there were many not worth regard ; for 
five or six, at least, were of little use or entertainment. 
He was (as it i84requently the case in men of wit and 
learning) what the French call a dupe^ and in a very 
high degree. The greatest dunce of a tradesman could 
impose upon him, for he was altogether ignorant in 
worldly management. His chief shining quality was 
that of a schoolmaster; here he shone in his proper ele- 
>ment. He had so much skill and practice in the phy- 
siognomy of boys, that he rarely mistook at the first 
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view. Hk schirian loved and Geaxed htm. He ofieot 
rather chose to shame the stupid^ but puokb the idle, 
and expose them to all the lads* which was more* severe 
than laahiiig. Among the gentlemen in this kingdom 
who haVe any share of edocation, the scholars of Dr. 
Sheridan infioitelj excel, Iq number and knowledge^ all 
their brethren sent from other schools. 

To look on the Doctw in some other lights, he was in 
many things very indiscreet, to say no worse. He acted 
like too many cleigy men, who are in haste to be married 
when very young;. and from hence proceeded all the 
miseries of his life. The portion he got proved to be 
just the reverse of 500/. for he was poorer by a tliousand : 
SQ many incumbrances of a mother-in law, and poor rela- 
tions, whom he was forced to support for many years. 
Instead of breeding up his daughters to housewifery and 
plain clothes, he got them, ai a great expense, lohe clad 
like ladies wlio bad plentiful fortunes ; made them only 
learn to sing and dance, to draw and design, to give 
them rich silks, and other fopperies ; and his two eldest 
wer^. married, without his consent, to young lads who 
had nothing to settle on them. However, he had one 
son, whom the Doctor sent to Westminster school, al- 
though he could ill afford ,it. The boy was there im- 
mediately taken notice of, upon examination ; although 
a mei'C stranger, he was by pure merit elected a king's 
Ethplar. It is true tlieir maintenance falls something 
fihort : the Doctor was then so poor, that he could not 
add fourteen pounds, to enable the boy to finish the yeai:^; 
which, if he had done, he would have been removed to 
a higher class, and, in anotlier year, would have been 
sped ^{tiiBi is the phrage) to a fellowship in Oxford or 
Cambridge : but the Doctor was forced to recall him to 
Dublin, and had friends in our university to send him 
there, where be has been chosen of the foundation ; and, 



2es CHAltACT^R OF DR: SHEBIDAN, 

I tbiuk, has gatUh aa ezMbitim, wd deslgss to irtvid 
for a fellowdiip* 

The Doctor had a good cbuicb Ihriog, in the soodi 
parts of Ireland, gireo him bj Lord Carteret; wlio, b^ 
iog very lean^ himself, encourages it io others. A 
friepd t>f the Doctor's prevuled on his excelleocj to 
grant it. The liyiog was well worth 150/. per annum. 
He changed it tcfj- soon for that of Dunbo^n ; which, 
hj the knavery of the fanners and power of the geatle- 
men, fell so very low, that he could never get 801. He 
then changed that living for the free school of Cavu^ 
where he might have lived well, in so cheap a couBtiy, 
en 80/. salary per annum, beside his scholars : but the air, 
he said, was too ipoist and unwholesome, and he ceold 
not bear the company of some persons in that n^hboor- 
hood. Dpon this he sold the school for about AOOL 
spent the money, £^ew into disease, and died. 

It would be very honourable, as well as just, in tbcee 
many persons of quality and fortune, who had the ad* 
vantage of being educated under Dr. Sheridan, if th^ 
would please to erect some decent monument over* bit 
bo4y, in the church where it is deposited. 
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[«V After the affeciiooate maiUMr ia which the D«aa bad treatett'< 
the memory of Dr. Sheridan in the preceding Character, there can be^ 
ao need of any apology for the J€u d'etprit here preserved. It wat 
oigmaJly pnUidied in 1779 by DeaneSirift, Bsq. ; but wet iomitled in 
the Tcdiunet edited by the late Br. Sheridaoi who leeBS to have 
aroided, as much as he could, to insert the pleasantries, however 
harmlest, w^Jch Swift had directed against his lather, Dr. Sheridan. 
One obnosioQs pavage, however, jetpeetivg the Doetor*s wife, w^ 
k a duljr. still to suppress. N.] 



Hb became aoquaioted with a person distiDguiBhed for^ 
poetical and other writiogs, and io an emuieDt station* 
who treated him with great kiodoess oq all occasioiiSi 
aod he became familiar io this person's house.! In tbr^ 
months time, Solomon, without the least provocationi 
writ a loog ^em, describing that person's Muse to be 
^ad, and making a funeral solemoitj with asses, owls^ 
&c. and gave the copy among all his acquaintance. 

Solomon became acquainted with a most deserving : 
bdj, an intimjate friend of the above peffBon4 yfho en- 
{ertained him also as she would a brother ; ao^ upon 
giving him a little good advice, in the most decent ma^? 
ner, with relation toiiis wif<^ he told her, "' She was lifcr 



• DjvSberidaa. D.& i Dean Swift. IX B, XStaiU.SX», 
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other wemeuy as bad as she was; ftnd thai they were all 
alike." 

SokMnon has ao iU design upon any persoa bat him- 
self and he is the greatest deceivei^of himself on all oc- 
cadoQS. 

His thoughts are sudden^ and the most unreasoDable 
always comes uppermost ; aod he eoostautly resolves and 
acts upoD h^i first thoughts, aud then ad» advice, but 
never oDtoci before. 

The person above mentioned, whom he lampooned in 
three months after their acquaintance, procured turn a 
gopd preferment from the lord lieutenant i^ upon going 
down to take possession, Sdomon preached, at Cork^ a 
sermon on King George's birthday, on this text, ^ Suf- 
ficient to the day is the evil thereof." Soloqon having 
been famous for a bi^ tory, and suspected as a jacdbite, 
It was a most difficult thing to get any thing for him :• 
but that person, being an old friend of Lord Carteret;^ 
prevailed against all Solomon^s- enemies, and got him 
made lijcewise one of his excellency's chaplains. But, 
upon this sermon, he was struck out of the list, and for- 
bid the castle, until that same person brought him again 
to the lieutenant, and made them friends. 

A fancy sprung in Solomon's head, that a house near 
Dublin would be commodious for him and^his boarders^ 
to lodge in on Saturdays and Sundays: immediately, 
vithout consulting" with any creature, he t^kes a lease of 
a rotten house at Rathfarnam, the worst air in Ireland, 
for nine hundred and ninety-nine years, at twelve pounds 
a year; the land, which was only a strip of ground, not 
being worth twenty shillings a year. When the same 
person whom he lampooned heard the thing, he bcjgged 
Soloioon to get a Clause to surrender, and at last prevail- 

« Ix>rd Cftrtertt J^S, 
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ed to have it done after twenty-ooe yeaiB; because it 

was a madness to pay eleven pounds a ye^tr, for a thou* 

sand yean, for a house that oould not last twenty* But 

Solomon made an a^reenient with his landlady^ that be 

should be at liberty to surrender his lease in seven 

years ; and». if be did not do it at that time, should be 

obliged to keep it for nine buadred and ninety-nine 

yeara. In the mean time, he expends about one hundred 

pounds on the house and garden wall ; ind in less than 

three yem-s, contracts such a hatred to the house, that 

he lets it run to ruin: so that, when the seven years 

were expired, jie must either take it for. the remainder 

of the nine bundled nipety-nine years, or be sued for 

Araste, and lose all the money he laid out : and now he 

pays twelve pounds a* year for a place he never sees. 

Solomon hasi an estate of about thirty-five p^udsf^ 
atmunh in the county of Cavan ; upon which, instead of 
ever receivii^ one penny rent, he hatbexpended above 
thirty pounds per amuany in buildings and plantations^ 
which are all gone to ruin. 

Solomon is under tenant to a bishop's lease; he is 
bound by articles to his lordship to renew and pay a 
fine, whenever the bishop renews with his landlord, and 
to raise his rent as the landlord shall raise it to the 
bishop. Seven years expire : Solomon's landlord de- 
mands a fine, which he readily pays; then asks for a 
lease : the landlord says, « He may have it at any time." 
He never gels it. Another seven years elapse : Solo- 
mon's landlord demands another fine, and an addiUonal 
rent : Solomon pays both ; asks to have. his lease renew- 
eds the steward answers, « He will speak to his mas- 
ter.** Seventeen years are elapsed ; the landlord sends 
Solomon word, *«^ That his lease is forfeited, because he 
hath not renewed and paid his finefi acco^di^g to arti- 

w3 
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cles •/' and bow they are at law, upon this a^raraUe. 

It is SoloiDon'a great hapfnness, that, when he aetainr 
the jOomiBOQ Goaeerns of life against commoD sense and 
reason, he valaes himself thereupon, as if it were the 
mat k of great genius, aibove little regards or arts» and 
that his thoughts are tio malted to descend into the 
knowledge of vu^r mana^m^nt ; and you caowA reeke 
liim a greater compliment titan by telling instancea to 
the company, before his face, how careless he was in aay 
affair tl^ related to his interest atid foiltfne. 

He is extremely proud and captions, apt to resent at 
^n affront and indignity what was never intended for 
cither. 

He k allured as easily by every new acqaaintance; 
especially among women, as a child is by a new play- 
thing ; and is led at will by them to suspect and quarrel 
with his best frieods, of wbom^ he hath lost the greatest 
part, fior want of that indulgence which they ought tor 
allow for his failings. 

He is a generous, honest, good-natured roan; but his 
perpetual want of judgment and discretion makes hinr 
stct as if he were neither generous, honest, nor good- 
natured. 

' The person above mentioned, whom he lampooned, 
and to whom he owes preferment, being in the countiy 
and out of order; Solomon had appointed to eome for 
him with a chaise, and bring him to town. Solomon 
sent him word that be was to set out on Monday, and did 
accordingly, but to another part of the leingdoin, thirty 
miles wide of the place appointed, in compliment to a 
lady %Fho was going that way; there staid, with her and 
her family, a month ; then sent the chaise, in the i^dst 
of winter, to lirk^ the said person whete Solomon wonl4 
meet hhu, declaring be could not venture himself for 
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(%cr of die fmt t and, upon the said ptrscm's rdhrtsg to 
go ki the chaise aioBe, or to trust to Sdotnoo's appbhit- 
meet) and bdagia ill health, SoIoiikni fell into a hraal 
quarrel with that peraooy aod feidly raurepreaeoted the 
whole afi^, to justify hinself. 

SolomoD had published a humorous ballad, called*. 
'' BallyspeUiD,'"'' whither he had gone to drink the wa- 
ters, wf& a new favourite hkdjr. The bidlad w» in the 
manner of Mr. Gay's on M0II7 Mo^, pretendmg to con- 
tain all the rhjraes of Balfyspellin. His friend, the per- 
son so often mentioned, being at a gentleman's house ia- 
the neighbourhood, and merry over Solomon's ballad^ 
they i^reed to make another, in dispraise of BaHyspellin- 
wells, which Solomon had celebrated, and with all new 
rfaTBies not made use of in Solomon's. The thing was 
dose,! and all in a mere jest and innocent merriment. 
Yet Solomon was prevailed upon, by the lady he went 
with, to resent this as an affront ot her and himself; 
which he did accordingly, against all the rules of rea- 
son, taste, good-nature, judgment, gratitude, or common 
manners. 

He will invite six or more people of condition to dine 
/with Mm on a certain day, some of them livin^g five or six 
miles from town. On the day appointed, he will be ab- 
sent, and know nothing of the matter, and they all go 
back disappointed: when he is told of this, he is pleased, 
because it shews him to be a genius and a man of 

learning. 

Having lain many yeals under the obloquy of a high 
lory and jacobite, upon the present queen's birtli-day he 
writ a song, to be performed before the government and 
tl)pae who attended them, in praise of the queen and 

* Prhited in the eleTai(h_Tolome. N. 
i Printed aUo in Ue olefentl^ volume^ N. 
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ly on the commoii topics of her beautj, wit, fosmfyf 
love ofEnglamdjBnd all other virtues, whereiQ the king 
and the royal children were sharers. It was verj hard 
to avoid tlie common topics. A young collegian, who 
had done the same job the year before, got some repu-- 
tation on account of his wit Solomon would needs vie 
with him, by whidi he lost all the esteem of his eld 
friends the tories, and got not the least interest with the 
whigs ; f(Hr they are now too strong to want advocates of 
that Idnd; and therefore one of the lords justices, read^ 
ing the verses in some comjpany, said, ** Ah ! Doctor, 
this diall not do.*' His name was at length in the title- 
page ; and he did this without the knowledge or advice 
of one liviog soul, as he himself confiessetik 

His full conviction of having acted- wrong in an hun- 
dred instknces, leaves him as positive in the next in- 
stance as if he had never been mistaken in bis life : and 
if you go to him the next day, and find him omvinoed 
in the last, he hath anotlier instance ready, wherein be 
is as positive as he was the day before. . 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

VGA THE 
HOXOtJR OF THE KINGDOM OF IRELANP,. 

1738. 



This is to inforin the public, that a gentleinaD of long 
study, pbservatioD, and experience, hath employed him- 
self for several years in makiog collections of facts, re- 
lating to the conduct of divines, physicians, lawyers, sol- 
diers, merchants,, traders, and squires, containing an hi£- 
Unical account of the most remarki^ble corruptions^ 
frauds, oppressions, knaveries, and perjuries: wherein 
the names of the persons concerned shall be insert^ at 
full length, with some account of their families and sta- 
tions. 

But whereas the said gentleman cannot complete bis 
history without some assistance from the public, he hum- 
bly desires, that all persons, who have any memoirs^ or 
accounts, relating to themselves, their families, thdr 
friends, or acquaintance^ which are well attested, and fit 
to enrich the work, will please to send them to the prin- 
ter of this advertisement : and if any of the said persons, 
who are disposed to send materials, happen to live in the 
country, it is desired their letters may be either franked, 
or the post paid. 

This collection la to commence with the year 1700, 
and be continued to the present year, 1 738. The work 
Is to be entitled, "" The Author's C^ical Histoiy of his 
own Tiroes.*' 



29^ ADTERTBEMENT. 

It 18 ioteDded to be printed by subscription, in a laig^ 
octavo; each volume to contain five hundred facts, and 
to be sold for a Bdtidi erown| the aaUior proposeth 
that the nrhole work (which will take in the period of' 
thirty-eight years) shall be contained in eighteen vo* 
lumes^ 

MThoever dial! sead the author any accounts of per- 
80n% who have performed aoy acts of justice, charity, 
public spirit, gratitude, fidelity,, or the like, attested by 
indubitable witnesses, within thig same period ; the said 
facts shall be printed by way of appendix at the end of 
each volume, and no addition to the price of the work 
demanded. But, lest such persons may apprehend that 
the relating of these facts may be injurious to their re- 
putations, their names shall not be set ddwn without par- 
ticular direction. 

N. B. There will be a small number printed on rojal. 
paper, for ttas curious, at oidy two British crowns. 
There will also be the effigies of the most emthent per« 
sons mentioned in this work, prefixed to eacb-vdliiai^* 
cinriousty engraved by Mr. Hogarth. 

Subscriptions are taken in by the printer hereof, and 
by the booksellers of London and Dttblio^ 
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A LETTER, 

l^rVING AS ACCOUNT OF A PESTOJUNT NfUOHBOUR. 



MB, 

You must give me leave to eomplain of a peMent 
fdlow 10 my Deigbbonrbood, who Is always beadog mor- 
tar^ yet I cannot find he ever builds. In talking be 
nseth such hard wcwdsi that I want a druggerman to in- 
terpret them. But all is not gold that glisters. A pU 
ki carries to most houses where he visits. He makes his 
prentice his ^oUr^siaTe. I wish our lane were pwrgeJt 
of hini. Yet he (Hretends to be a eerdial man. Every 
spring his shop is crowded with country folks; who, by 
their Umes^ in my opinion, help him to do a great dea} of. 
fflkebief. He Is fuB of scruples ; and fo very litigious 
that he fiUs bUls against all his acquaintances {.and 
though he be much troubled with the ^9tll^fe$, yet I, as* 
sure yoUr he is BJesuUieal dog; as you may know by hig 
^k. Of all poetry he loves the dr^m-a-ikk b^. I 
amy&c« 
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A LETTER 

TO 

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE: 



HIT LORD, 1 709, al a conjecture. 

It is now a good while sioce I resolved to take some 
•ccasiods of congratulatiog with your lordship, and con- 
doling with the public, upon your lordship's leaving the 
admiralty ; and I thought I* could never choose a better 
time, than when I am in the country with my lord bishop 
of Clogher, and his brother, the doctor; for we pretend 
to a triunlvh'ate of as humble servants and true admirers 
<^yaur lordship, as any you have in both isltods. Toa 
may call them virummraU; for, if you please to try" 
unt, they will vie with the best, and are of the first rate^ 
though they are not nun qfrvar^ but men of the church. 
To say the truth, it was a pity your lordship should be 
confined to the 'FUett when you are not in debt. Though 
your lordship is cast euvay^ you are not sunk ; nor ever 
will be, since notlling is out of your lordship's dipth. Dr. 
Ashe says, it is but justice that your lordship, who is a 
man of letters, should be placed upon ibe' post-cfflce ; 
and my lord bishop adds, that be hopes to see your lord- 
abip tossed from that past to be a jnllar of state again ; 
which be .desired I would put io by way of p&sicrift,. 
I am, my lord, &c. 



i 
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A XETTER 

TO THE 

EARL OF PEMBROKE ;* 

P&XnUIDSD TO BS THB DTIlfG 8P8BCH OF TOM A8HE, 
-WH08S BB0THB8, THE RBTtRBlID DILLON ASHB, WAS 
NICKNAMED DILLT.f 

[^ven to Dr. Nfaioaey by Sir Andrew Foontaine; and commimicaM' 
to Mr. Deane Swift b^ tiiat iogenious, learned, and very obliging 
centrenian.J 



Tom Ashe died last night. It is conceived he was 
so puffed up by my lord lieutenant's fwHmr, that it 
struck him into a fever. I here send you hb dyipg 
speedi, as it was exactly taken by a fiiend in short-hand. 



• See Jonmal to Stella, June 29, 171 1 . N. 

f Thomas A«he, Esq. deicended from an ancient fiunily of that 
name in Wiltshire, was a gentleman of fortune in Ireland. He 
was a facetious pleasant companion, but the most eternal unwea- 
ried p(m8ter that ever lived. He was thick and short in his per- 
Mo, being not above five feet high at the most, and had some- 
thing very droU in his appearance. He died about the year 1719, 
and left his whole estate, of about a thousand pounds a year, to 
his intimate friend and kinsman Richard Ashe, of Ashfidd, Esq. 
There ^is a whimsical story, and a very true one, of Tom Ashe, 
whkh is well remembered to this day. It happened, that, while he 
was travelling on horseback, and at a considerable distance from 
any town, there bnnt.firoin the doods such a torrent of rain a» 
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It is something loog, and a little incoherent ; bat he- 
was several hours in delivering it, ind with several in- 
tervals. His friends were about the bed, and he spoke 
to them thus: 



"^JCr FRIENDS, 

» 

It is time for a man to loc4c granfe^ when he hat oot 
jfoot there. I onoe had only a pumiio fear of death ; 
hut of late I have jnmdeised it more seriously. 'Every 
it of ccjfit^ hath put me iHimiod of my etfin ; tfaam^ 
ditsMlrit^ men sddomeat thio^ of dl»9olKlioK. T^isa 
very great alteration: I, that supported myself with 
food nnnti must now be myself suppcnrted by a small 
Uer. A forbwe-teller ooee looked on my hand,, aod' 
said, this man is to be a great tmteller ; be wiRsooo 
be at the dUt of WarmSy and from thence go to RoHb^ 
hme. But now I understand hb double meaning. ^ I 
desure to be privately burie^pUaJ think a public funcMl 
looks like Btay fair : and the rites of the dead too oftea 
prove wnmg to the living. Methiuks the word itself 
best expresses the number, neither few nor aJL A dy* 
ing man should not think of obsequies^ but oft m (pnes^ 
little did I tldnk you would so soon see poor Tcm 



Irttted him threagh. Be galloped forward ; and, aB soon as he < 
to ao ion, he was met instantly by a drawer : *' Here,** said he ta 
the fellow, stretching out one of his arms, ** take off my coat* im- 
mediately.** "No, 8b, I wont,** s«id'the drawer. "Po*, coo- 
found you,** said Ashe, " take off my eoat this instant** " I?o, 
{Rr,** repUed the drawer, ** I dare not take off your coat; for it is 
felony to strip an Ash.** Tom was delighted beyond measure, 
frequently told the story, and said he would hare given fifty guineas 
to hare been the author of that pun. This little tract of Dr. Swift>», 
•otitled, •♦ The Dying Words of Tom Ashe,** was written severaF 
years before the decease of Tom, and was merely designed to eihibit. 
the manner in whieh snch an eternal paosttr might have exprtaed 
Inmielf on hirdeath bed. D. 8. 
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^ttmm under a tomb'Stdne. Sat u the tmii cniaUcs 

the mold about ber, so a van of small moH before I 

IM wH may tnolder away. ScMoetimes Vyerav^d that 

I should rrdve; but pt^sicians tell me, that vhenonoe 

the great ariety has drawn the heart awry^ we shaH find 

the cer di aU^ in spite of all the highest cmrdial, — ^Bro- 

4lier, you are fond of Ba^s elixir; but whendeaUi 

^comes, the world will see that, in spite ^tDc^, donm 

HUhf,* Whatev^ doctors may design by their medumes^ 

« man 4a a dropsy drops he not, In spite of doddard^fi 

*dfiops^ though none are re<$koned su^ high dtops ? — I 

find death smells -the blood -of an Englishman : a fe)i 

faintly ^^imbled out will be a weak defence against his 

Jee-fctrfum. P, T. are no letters in death's alphahet ; he 

has not he^a hit of either : he moves his sithe, but will 

not be moved hy idl our sighs. Every thing ot%ht to 

put us in mind of death : Mysieians affirm, that nur 

very food breeds it in us ; so that, in our dieting, we may 

be said to die eating. There is something ominous, not 

only In the names of diseases, as dii^arrhcBa, <K-abetes, 

ilhsentry ; but even in the drugs designed to preserve 

our lives: as ^-acodium, iK-ap^te, ^^-ascordium. I 

peiveive Dr. Horvard (and I feel hom hard) lay thumh 

on my ptdse, then pulls it back, as if he saw lethum in 

my face. I see as bad iti his ; for sure there is no phy- 

dc like ?isick phis. He thinks t shall decease before 

the day cease ; but before I die, before the bell hath 

iolTd, and Tom ToUman is tdd that little Tom, though 

not old, has paid nature's toU, I do desire to give some 

advice to those that survive me. First, Let gamesters 

consider that death h hazard and passage, upon the turn 

of a die. Let lawyers consider it is a hard case. And 

• A aicWiante of T^m Aiki's brotbtfr. t). S. 
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let piuuierfli. consider how hard it is to dieje^mgt yrbm 
death is so hard in digesting. 

; As for my lord lieuteaant thelBarl of MvugiMmmff 
1 am sure he besides my misfbrtune ; and it would 
.move him^to stand by, when the carp^ter (while my 
inends grieve and make an qddipiuUerJ naiis up my 
cpiBn. I will make a sboi^t ^sffU^-t, that if he makes 
my epUaph, I will take it for a great honour ; and it is 
a plentiful subject His eaccellency may say, that the 
art of punning is dead with Tons. Tom has taken aH 
puns away with him, Onrne UM pun-Tonuy—May his 
excellency long Uve Unamt to the queen in Ireland ! We 
never Herherd so good a gdyemor before. Sure he 
frnmrgo-meny home, that has made a kingdom so hap- 
py. I hear my friends design to publish a cdlection of 
my puns, ^ow I do confess, I have lei mirny a jpirpi 
go^ which did never jmiig^ .* thetef<Hre the world must 
read the bad as well as the good. Yirgil has long fore- 
told it: Pvmca mala leges. I have' had several fore- 
bodings4hat I should soon die ; I have late been often 
at committees, where I have sat de ^ie in diem, ,1 con- 
versed much with the usher of the black rod!: I saw his 
medals ; and wo is wje duU soul, not to consider they are 
but dead men's faces stamped over and over by the liv- 
. ing, which, will shortly be my condition. 

Tell Sir Andrew Fountainej I ran clear to the bottom, 
and wish he may be a late a river where I ara going. 
He used to broijk compliments. May his sand be long 
a running ; not quick sand, like mine ! Bid him^avoid 
poring upon monuments and books ; which is in reality 
but rtmmng among rocks and shelves, to stop his coierse. 
May his waters never be troubled with mud or graxd, 
nor stopp^ by any grinding stone ! May his friends be 
all true trouts, and his enemies laid as flat as floun- 
ders f I look upon him as the mosi fluent of his race; 
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• 

tberefoie let him not deiywiidL I foresee his black iW 
will advance to a jwAe, and destroy all our t229. 

But I am gmng; n^f wmdm hings is tumiii^ to a 
leiiMiMf sheet Thethoughteof a^Mt^^begintoi^atfiiie. 
Iiifefebut aiNfmfr, carelleoajMicrlanioindrecaase. 
FareweU: I have lived ad amicorum/a^ftdbfm, and now 
behold how/iuf / dk' inn/ 

Here his breath failed him, and he expired. There 
are some false spellings here and therej but they must 
be pardoned in a dyinE man. 
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KINO AT Afi^S. 

[from a RirfXTKD BSaVIRX, 0»m Of TI|S fiVBlCRIBK&i 

TO THB BAMK.] 



SIB, November IZ, 1721. 

In a late printed pilper, cootaioiog some notes aiHl 
queries upon that list of tlie subscrit^ers' names which 
was published by order of the commisBiODers for receir* 
iog subscriptions, I find some hints and innuendoes that 
would seem to inanuate, as if I and some others were 
only reputed esquires ; and our case is referred to you^ 
in your kingly capacity. I desire you will please to 
let me know the lowest price of a r^al esquire's coat of 
arms : and if we can agree, I will give my bond to pay 
you out of the first interest I receive for my subscrip- 
tion ; because things are a little low with me at present, 
by throwing my whole fortune into the baid[, having 
subscribed for five hundred pounds sterling. 

I hope you will not question my pretensions to this 
title, when I let you know that my godfather was a jus- 
tice of peace, and I mjself have been often a keeper of 
it My fathar was a leader and commander of horse, in 
which post he rode before the greatest lords of the land ; 



THE KING AT ARMS. 30& 

aid, Jd long marclie?, he done preBided ever 4he iMig" 
gage, iulvanciag difecUj before it.' My mother kept 
open hoHse in DubUo, where several huodreds were 
supported with meat aod drink, bought at her own 
Gfa«i|;e; or with ber personal credit, until Bome envious 
brewers and butchers forced her to retire. 

Ab ta myself, I have beeii for several years a foot- 
officer ; and it was my charge to guard the carriageil, 
behind which } was commanded to stick close, that 
they might not be attacked in the rean I have had 
the honour to be a favourite of several fine ladles; 
w)io each of Ihem, at difierenttimes, gave roe sudi co* 
loitred, knots and public marks of distinction, that every 
one knew whidi of tUem it was to whom J paid my 
address. They would not go into their coach with- 
out me, nor willingly drink unless- 1 gave them the 
glass with my own hand. They allowed me to call 
them my mistresses, and o>vned that tide publicly : I 
have been told, that the true ancient employment of a 
squire was to carry a knight's shield, painted with his 
colours and coat of arms. Tbis id what I have wit- 
nesses to produce that I have often done ; not indeed in 
a shield, like my predecessors, but that which is full as 
good, I have carried 4he colours of a knight upon my 
coat. I have likewise bofoe the kingV arms in my 
hand, as a mark of authority ; and hung them painted 
before my dwelling-house, as a mark of my calling : so 
that I may truly say, his majesty's arms have been my 
supporters. I have been a stiitt and constant follower 
of men of quality. I have diligently pursued the steps 
of several squires, and am able to behave myself as 
w^l as the best of them, wbepever there shall be oc- 
casion 

VOL. XIII* o ' 
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I desire it may be no disadvantage to me, tt^it, by 
tbe new act parliament are going to pasafinr preaerviog 
the game^ I am not jet quaUfted to keep a grey-hound. 
If this should b^ ibe test of squirehood, it will go hard 
with a great number of mj fraternity, as well as my- 
self, who must all be unsquired, because a greyhound, 
will not be allowed to keep us compapy ; and it is well 
known I have been a companion to his betters. What 
Ins a greyhound to do with a squireship ? might not I 
be a real squire, although there was no such thing as a 
greyhound in the world ? Pray tell me, sir, are grey- 
bounds to be from henceforth the supporters of every 
squire's coat of arms ? although I cannot keep a grey- 
Jiound, may not a greyhound hdp to keep me ? may 
not I hav« an order from the govemon of the bank to 
keep a greyhound, with a nan obstante to the act of 
parliament, as well as (hey have created a bank against 
the votes of tlie two houses? but, however^ this diffi- 
culty will soon be overcome. I am promised 125L 
a year for subscribing 500/. ; and, of this 500L I lUn to 
pay in only 2bL ready money : the governors will trust 
me for the rest, and pay themselves out of the interest 
by 25/. per cent. So that I intend to receive only 40/. 
a year, to qualify me for keeping my family and a 
greyhound, and let the remaining 85/. go on till it 
makes 500/. then 1000/. then 10,000/. then 100,000/. 
then a million, and so forward. Thiq^ I think, is much 
better (betwixt you and me) than keeping fairs, and 
buying and selling buttocks; by which I find, from 
experience, that little is to be gotten in diese hard 
times. I am su*, 

¥our friend and servant to -command, 

A. B. EsaviBB. 
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PoBtocript I hope you will favourably Tepreseot 
ID7 case to the publisher of the paper above men- 
tioDed* 

Direct your letter for A. B. Esquire, at — — , in 
; and pray get some parliament^man to fraak 
i^ far k will east a groat postage to this place. 
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A LETTEB, 

TO 

MKS, SUSANJSfAH JVTEVILLE.* 



icAOAX, ' / Jtifie24, 1732. 

I Witt not trouble you with any grave topMesj lest 
I should discurmode 70U ; but rather write iu a armOiar 
hodjoeassioua waj. 

You must know then, I was the other night aC Mrs. 
Tattle's, and Mrs, Rattle came in to drink some jocJdk 
with us, upon which they fell into a naargmefd about 
the best musicioners in towo. At last, Rattle told Tat- 
tle, that she did not know the d^ence between' a song 
and a tyti^any. They were going to defer the matter 
to me ; but I said that, when people disputed, it was my 
way always to stand muter, Tou would have thought 
they were both iniosticated with liquor, if you had seen 
them so full of outrageousness. However, Mrs. Tattle, 
as being a very timbersome woman, yielded to Rattle, 
and there was an end of the disputement. I wonder you 
do not honour me sometimes with your company. If I 
myself be no iniroducemerUy.mj garden, which has a fine 
ruval look, ought to be one. My Tommy would be 
glad to see you before he goes for England, and so 
would I ; for I am resolved to take the Uwer of Loadoa 
before I return. We intend to go to TT^orfolk or Suf* 
folk, to see a clergyman, a neai* cousin of ours. They 

* Tkis letter i« fictiUouf, and was written hy Dr. Sheridan. D, S, 
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say that he is an admiral good man, and veiy horspUal 
la his own bouse. I am dUemCd^ when this vege is 
over, never to set my foot io a stagecoach again ; for the 
jolting of it has put my blood iuto such a firfnamerd^ 
that I have been in an ego ever since, and have lost my 
nappetke to such a degree that I have not eaten a man' 
Stan of bread put all together these six weeks past. 
They allow me to eat nothing at night but blanchius 
manshhts^^vhich has made a perfect naiomy of me ; and 
my spirits are so extorted^ that I am in a perfect liturgy ; 
f(Hr which I am resolved to take some ruhrich^ although 
the .doctors advise me to drink hwrgomy. And what 
do you think ? when I went to my cellar for a flask, I 
found that my servants had imheUislud it all: for which 
I am resolved to give them some hippocackeny to britig 
it up again.— I fear that I have been ioopurhuleni iq 
this long iind tedious crawl ; which I hope you will ex- 
cuse from, your very humble servant, 

Mary Howe. 
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THE DRA'PIER'S IjETTBR 

TO THB 

GOOD PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 

1 745. 



MY DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 

It is DOW some considerable time since I troubled 
you with mj advice ;* aud, as I am growing old and 
i&ftrm, I was in good hopes to have been quietly laid 
jn my grave, before any occasion offered of addressing 
you again: but my affi^ctiou for you, which does not 
decay, tliough my poor- body does, obliges me once 
more to put you in mind of your true interests, that 
you may not unwarily mu yourselveB into danger 
and drstresF, for want of understanding, or seriously con- 
sidering it. 

I have many reasons to believe^ that there are not 
few among you, who secretly rejoice at the rebellioo 

. ^ It is very manifest that this letter was not yritten by the Deaa ; 
-but, as it was at the time intended to be considered as hip, and on 
that supposition had actually a good effect, it is here preserved as a 
curiosity. The reader may sre its history in the following extract 
fi:om Pr. Maty's Mtmoirs of Lord Chesterfield. " Dean Swift wa« 
^l ulive, when Lord Chesterfield arrived [in Ireland, in the cha- 
racter of lord lieutenant,] but reduced to a state of total dotage and 
insensibility, which one month after en^ed in his death. This short 
Interval was laid hold of, to publish under bis name a new letter <^ a 
Drapier to the good people of Ireland, and particularly to the poor 
papists. It was so much in the Dean^s style, and was so greedily re- 
ceived, that it went through a variety of editions in a month*s time. 
Indeed the many strokes of wit and humour that it contained, woqld 
induce me to iu^)ect that bh lordship had some share io it. ** N> 
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whiab is DOW raised ia SooUaod ; and perhaps conceive 
hopes of some alteration for the better, in their circura- 
-sUiBces and^cooditioDy if it should succeed. It is those ' 
mistaken people whom 1 desi^ to talk to in this letter, 
and I desii'e no more of them than to. give me a fair 
heariutg ; examining coolly with themselves, whether 
what I shall say be true. 

It is no objection to my speaking to them, that they 
ate generally papists. I do not know how other people 
are disposed ; but, for my part, I hate no man for his 
religion ; I Ipdk upon a papist as my countryman and 
neighbour, though I happen myself to be a protestant* 
And, if I know what advice is good for him, I can see 
no reason why I slhHild not give it him, dr why he 
should not take it. 

A papiEt has sense, I suppose, like other men, to see 
bis interest and advantage ; and the same natural desire 
to embrace it where he'fipds it ; and, if I can show him. 
where it lies, he will not, I believe, kick it from him^ 
barely to spite me as a protestant. 

I have nothing to say to the popish gentry of this ^ 
kingdom. They would hardly take such a plain man's 
advice ; and, besides, they have go many ways of com- 
ing oCT safe themselves, though the poor people were 
undone, that I need not be concerned for them. 

My care is for the common people, the labourers, far- 
mers, artificers, and tradesmen, of this nation ; who are 
in danger of being deluded by their betters, and made 
tools of to serve tlieir purposes, without any advantage 
to themselves. It is possible, that, among the lords and 
squires, one perhaps of a iutndred would get something 
. by a change : places and employments will be promised 
them, no doubt ; and a few of those promises, perhaps, 
the French and Scotch friends of the pretender might 
give him leave to keep. But what are the poorer sort 
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the better all this while? Will the labourer get one. 
farthing a daj more ? Will the farmer's rent be lower- 
ed? Will the artificer -be more employed, or better 
paid ? Will the tradesman get more customers, or hav« 
fewer scores upon his books ? 

I ha^e been bred in a careful way of life; and qever 
ventured upon any project, without consulting mj pil- 
low first, how much I should be a gainer in tlie upshot. 
I wish my good countrymeu would do so too : and, be- 
fore they grow fond of change; ask theroselres this sober 
question. Whether it would better their coniMtioD if it 
were really brought about ? If it would not, to what 
purpose do we wish it ? If the poor labourer, when all 
is over, b to be a labourer still, and earn his gioat a 
day as hardly as he did before ; I cannot find why he 
rfiould think it worth his while to venture a leg or ao 
arm, and the gallows too into the bargain, to be just 
where he set out. If he must dig and delve when the 
pretender is settled on the throne, he had as good stick 
to it now, for any diflerence I can see. 

I believe, my couptrymenare not so mad as to ima- 
gine the pretender can, or will, give every one of them 
estates ; and I am sure, if he does not, they can be onl^ 
where they were. If a farmer must pay his rent, I see 
no reason that he should be much concerned whether he 
pays it to one man er to another. His popish landlord 
will, I suppose, demand it as eoon and as strictly as a 
protestant ; and, if he does not pay it, pound his cattk, 
or distrain his goods^ as readily at least. 
' I have not observed that tenants to popish landlord 
wear tighter clothes, ride better cattle, or spend more 
money at markets and fairs, than the tenants on protest- 
ant estates ; therefore I cannot believe they are better 
used : en the cbntrary, I know, from long experience^ 
that there is more money taken in my shop from the 
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lattte than the kktaec ; and Ihetefer^ I nippoie that, 
ffeoerally speakiDg, \htj are io better aircuiDBtancea. I 
could wish all of (hem had better bargains; but, stoee 
tfaejr will not be mended by the best success that thek 
own hearts could wish to the pretignder, thej maj as 
Irell be quiets and make the best of such as thejr bare 
abeady. 

There is not a more foolish tmde than fifhtSng for 
Aothiof ; and I hope toy good countryoieh will be too 
"Wjae to be persuaded into it. Fine speedies aid foic 
prondaes wiH not be wanting, to ddude tbem; but let 
Ihem reniember the warmng I How ghre them* that, when 
all Ss orer, the very best that can befal them 1^ to ha^t 
their labonr for their puns. 

I doubt not but you sire told, *" that you wiH all be 
made;" and I do not expect that you should take oqr 
w^nrd to the contrary. I desire only, that you would 
trust the imderstanding Ood has given you, and not he 
Iboled out of your senses. Will the manufectitoer te 
made, by an entire stop to budoess ? or the tradesman^ 
by being obliged to shut up shop ? And yet you all 
must know, that, In ia dtH war, no w^k «an be earned 
on, nor any trade go forward. I hope you lure not yet 
w> stupid as to think that people will build houto^ higr 
ridi farniture, or make up fine-dothes, when we aie all 
t^ethef by the ears, and nobody can tell to whose shmw 
tlKy will fall at last And if there be no buyers^ you 
can have no employers. Merchants will not ^tock 
diemselVes with goods when there is no demand for 
them, to have their shops rilled, and their storehouses 
broken open and plundered, by one side or the other. 

Indeed, my good friends and countrymen, let design- 
ing people say what they please, you will all be ruined 
in the struggle, let it end which way it will ; and it well 
deserves your thoughts, whether it is worth your whiles 
to beggar yourselves and fomilies^ that the man's name 
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upon the throne may be Jameft instead of Oeoi^ge. Tou 
idll probably 8e» neither of them while you liire, nor be 
xme penny the richer f<Nr the one or ibr the other ; and, 
if you take my advice, you will accordingly not trouble 
your heads about them. 

Tou may thidL it a fine thing, when you get drunk 
over your ale, to throw up your cdps and cry, ^ Long 
live King James !" but it would be. a wiser thing, to 
ihink how you will live yourselves, after you are beg- 
gared in his cause. Wffl he make good your keses ? 
pay one man for the plundering, of his warehouse, and 
itnother for the rifling of his shop ? Will lie give you 
money, think ye, to releaise your own and your wives* 
clothes which you must pawn f<Nr bread, because no 
.work is iBtirriog? ^ Will he buy new looms and tackle 
for you^ because youre have been burnt and destroyed ? 
If you fancy so, you are strangely imposed upon in* 
deed. He will have other things to do with his mopey ; 
or, ithe had any to spare, there will be hungry Frenchmen 
enough about Mm to snap it tip before it comes to you. 

I will not say any thing to you about the dangers 
you must run in the course of a civil war, though th^ 
are very dreadfol, and more horrid than you can posri- 
bly imagine, because I cannot think tfattt there is any 
need of it. I have shown jrou very plainly, 4hat, if 
you should be deluded to take arms, you fight for less 
ban nothing, for the undcung of yourselves and fomi- 
lies : and if this argument will not prevail upon you to 
be quiet, I can only pray for you, that God will be 
pleased to restore you to the right use of >your under* 
standings. I am. 

Your old and faitMul friend, 

THE DRAPIER. 
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